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CHEAT KA 
Of Mr. Hieron's Parentage, Birth, and Childhood. 


R. Jobn Hieron was a Prophet, and the Son of a Prophet. 
His Father was Miniſter at Srapenhil near Burton upon 
Trent, a Vicaridge it was, and in that Vicaridge-Houſe 
he was born in Arguſt, 1608, and baptized the 28th 
day of that Moneth. His Father being puritanically 

inclined, had no great things in the World; but he was a good Man. 

I have heard his Son John tay of him, that he was well etteemed of 

by Mr. Hilderſam and his Hearers: And that he did believe that he 

was found in the way of Righteouſneſs, It hath been the ſin, and the 
ſhame of this Nation, Oh when ſhall we be cleanſed ! that the leaſt 

{ſcandalous Miniſters have been forced to take up with moſt ſcandalous 

maintenance. - They then made fure to make Old Nonconformiſts 

poor, and to keep them ſo : But through frugality, and Gods Bleſſing 

they lived, and brought up their Children well. Since the Year 1662 

they have uſed a Method quite to ſtarve Nonconformiſts. Not a poor 

Vicaridge, not a blind Chappel, not a School, nor any viſible way of 

maintenance for them, and yet they have lived. Providence is ki 
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and tender ! handfuls of Meal are growing, and we almoſt think we 
may fome of us tive to fee Puritaniſm better thought of, and provi-- 
ded for in England. I know many Nonconformiſts pinched , but 
none ſtarved. Though neither Purſe nor Scrip, yet no inſupportable 
tempting wants : When Bladders are pricked , yet they can't fink 
whom God will hold up by the chin, and teach the hand of Faith, the 
true ſwimming {troak. 

In his minoriry he went over Trent, both going te, and coming 
from School, and was once or twice endangered the:eby. In a Note 
found under his'own hand, it 15 thus ſaid: 


Deliverances to me vouchſafed, 4 teneris annis. 


1. From a'Cow in his Fathers yard, that took him on her horns, and 
threw him a great way, yet without any harm. 

2. Falling out of a Chamber tnto a ary Fat in the lower room, yet 10 
harm. 

3. Fell out of a Boat into Trent, yet not hurt, 

4. Once ventring into the Trent-boat himſelf, and not being able to 
manage it,” and the wind high, he was carried down the River towards 
ſome deep place, and at leaſt one whirlepit, where he had been in danger 
to have been loſt: But one ſeeing it, took, a private Boat, and ſtopped 
him, and his drowning was prevented. 


Theſe he recounts, and adds a good note, The Lord expects we 
keep a chronology of remarkable things done by him for us. Greenhil 
on Ezck. 24. 2. In theſe things we may note , That theſe preſerva- 
tions were preſages of ſornething more than ordinary, that God had 
for hiinto.do, Where ſuch notable things occur, they ſignifie ſome 
eminent Evil the Perfonsare reſerved for, or ſome eminent good pre- 
ſerved for, Moſes drawn out of the Water was a deliverer. There 
is a paſſage in the minority of Ambroſe, That there was a {warm of 
Bees ſetled on his Face in his Cradle, and flew away without any 
hurt to him : Whereupon his Father utter'd this ſaying, St vixerit 1n- 
fantulns ifte, aliquid magni erit, If this Child live, he will be ſome 
great Man. Again, fince you fee he laid theſe in his Records, kept 
them as the Pot of Mama, let us rehearſe and record Gods goodnels, 
It's 2 real wonder any Child lives to be a Man, or if they do, they are 
not all Mephiboſheths, through folly. It muſt be aſcribed to God and 
his Providence, without which all our Watchers and Keepers would 
be in vain. There are many places that give us occaſion to call them 
as Hagar, Gen, 16. 13, 14. did the Well Reer-la-baj-roi, places where 
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we have found God ſeeing for us, and looking after- us, where we 
have not looked at him, nor for him. 


CHAT 
Of his Country Education. 


R. Hierons father removing to Chelaſten, he was with ſeveral 
Maſters, but at length he placed him at Reprox-School, after 
Mr. Whitebead was come thither , with whom he continued Five 
years, ' Mr. Whitehead's Abilities, and Method of Teaching, and 
Diligence, were ſo great, and his Converſation ſo good, that the School 
obtained a great Name, ard bred many worthy Men. It was an ex- 
cellent Seminary ; and here Mr, Jabn Hicron got that true foundation 
of School-Learning, that bore a very great Superſtructure of Divinity, 
Hiſtory, and phil ophy. He was a-very great Critick. Oh! the 
mercy of a good School, and Schoolmaſter where the firſt Elements 
are well learnt ; they give great capacity, and are an happy introdu- 
Ction to all kind of Learning. Let the World ſpeak as contemptibly 
as they pleaſe, a good School-Maſter is one of the fundamentals of 
the Learned. World, A good School-Maſter makes all his Schollers 
= Debtors; and I do not know who can be thankful enough for 
them, 


CHAEF. 
" 
Of his going to the Univerſity, and continuance there. '* 


E went to Cambridge, and was admitted into Chriſt's Colledge, 

May 2. 1625. under the Tuition of Mr. Wiliam Chappel, afrer- 

wards Biſhop of Cork and Roſs in the Kingdom of Jreland ;, tor whom 
he had an high veneration to the day of his death, and never mentioned 
him without honour, as being a Learned, Painful, Careful Tutor, and 
very faichful to his Truſt, and conſtant Expounder of Scripture in his 
Chamber at Night when his Pupils came to Prayer, ſhewing them the 
Logick of their Bibles ; which Mr. Hieron alwayes accounted very 
advantageous and beneficial. On the Lords-days Sermons were re- 
peated, and an account taken of his Pupils, how they ſpent that day, 
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And if any of them walked diſorderly, and perſiſted under Admoni- 
tions, he would acquaint their Friends, and ſend them home ; reſol- 
ving to keep none, who anſwered not the ends of their being ſent 
thither. In this Colledge he was choſen <chollar of the Houſe, and in 
the Colledge he continued, without ever ablenting himſelf (excepr 
once three Weeks) until 7a. 1628, when he commenced Bachelour 
of Arts. About Jſarch 25th. following he went to Dis in Norfolk, 
to teach School. The profits of the place he found might have been 
conſiderable, but ſome other things not ſo well ſuiting : At the Com- 
mencement-he returned to Cambr1iage, and continued in the Colledge 
until September, when he went into Tork:ſhire toan Acquaintance of his 
Tutors Mr. Thurſcrofſe, a Prebendary of York, Ar which place, called 
Kirkby-Moor-ſiac, he had his Table in Mr, Thurſcroſs's Houle, and 
{ome other {mall matters, Reading Prayers for him, and teaching 
School inthe Town. | 

Thus that ColJedges, famous for Worthy Men of old, and of late 
Mr. Meade, and Dr. Hen. More, received no {mall honour from Mr. 
Fohn Hieron, an honourer of his Colledge and Tutor, and an. honour 
to them, He brought from thence Gol and Ivory; but no Apesand 
Peacocks ; 1olid, no ufele!s Learning, 


GH At. (Y. 
Of his extrance into the Miſtry at the Door of Ordination. 


Eing devoted by his Parents'to God, and Educated for the Mini- 
B ſtry, and God having given him an heart to improve the Advan- 
tagesof his Education" into a preparation for thar great tremendous 
work ; he was willing to conlecrate and dedicate himlelf, and deſiring 
that good work, he (a lover of Ordzr and ſenſible chat no adviled 
Man dare take that honour to himſelf) did addreſs himſelf ro Dr, 
Morton, a Learned Man, then Biſhop of Coventry and Lirchfield, who 
upon Examination found his worth ; which he readily 'did , about 
Baptiſmal Regeneration, which he fo ſtrongly argued out of the pal- 
{agesin the Service-Book, that the Biſhop was pur to his diſtinctions, 
ſhewed himſelf much pleaſed with him, and wiſhed he had known him 
ſooner, that ſo he might have beſtowed on him ſomething that he had 
lately diſpoſed to another. His Ordination proceeded, and on 'Trinity- 
Sunday 1630, he was ordained both Deacon and Presbyter, Thus 

this good Man entred regularly , put his hand to the Plough, and ne- 
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* verlooked back. This his Ordination he was well ſatisfied in, and 


ſo well, that when ſome (run into Errors ) would ſpeak of renouncing 
it, hedid with much abhorrency reject ſuch a motion. And yet on 
the other hand, he was far from thinking Ordination by Presbyters 
invalid, ora nullity either in the Reformed Churches, or in England. 
His Acquaintance were moſt of them Presbyterians, and he ever em- 
braced them as the Miniſters of Chriſt : He needed no Reordination 
tecaule he had Epilcopal. He never open'd his mouth to enconrage 
any of his Brethren to ſeek -Reordination, which Laws (made as hard 
as uncharitablenets could make them) required of the Presbyterians. 


CHAP. V. 
Of the places where he exerciſed his Mnfrey and ſome few 
of 


Occurrences mentioned that betided him in thoſe places. 


R. Thurſcroſſe was very deſirous of his ſtay, and gave him 
M ſome proſpect of preferment by or from hum, yer that place 
being at ſv great a diſtance from his Father, he would not bear his 
ſtay there, but after he had continued about a year and half, called 
him home to him. 


Seft. 1. His next place was Eggington , where he was Houſhold 
Chaplain to Sir #. Leigh, and did proach at — which was 
very near him, where Sir Henry wasto procure a Miniſter, for which 
he had his Table, and the keeping of an Horſe, and Ten pounds per 
Annum. Sir Henry was a diſcurſive Man, anJ ſometimes detained . 
this ſtudious Man too long at Dinner, who yet a little againſt his 
temper concealed his uneafineſs, and wrote thus in his Almanack 
againſt the day of his _— to Eggington, Acceſſus ad Projopopeiam, 
Apr. 29th. 163i. By which he meant he muſt now perſonate ano- 
ther Man, and not act like himſelf, nor follow his own Genius. He 
was not for meals to be devourers of time, nor converſe to ſwallow 
up ſtudy. His Study was his Paradiſe, and the ſwallowing of Books 
his moſt delightful Meat and Drink. Sometimes when long fitting at 
Table was wearyfom to him, he took the liberty to leave them, and 
to walk into the Garden, or to gointo his Chamber. Sir Henry va- 
tued him much, and was ready to teſtifie itz and now 1632, his time 
of Commencing Maſter in Arts being come, he went to take his De- 
gree, and Sir Hepry by Intereſt procured him a Buck, to be 'ſeut 10 
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him toentertain his Friends, which the Lord 1: age did out of a - 
Park of his near Cambridge, and ſent it by his own Servant to prevent 
further charge. And Sir Stmor _ (who marryed Sir Henry's 
Davghter) gave him ſomething towards his Charges. Upon his re- 
turn he was ſought tu by the good Lady Heyrick, to whom he went 
and paid his reſpects, but would not leave Sir Henry (though he had 
the offer of a double Salary ) who was a noble generous ſpirited Gen- 
tleman,. and had obliged Mr. Hicron by manifold Conveniences, gi- 
ving him much liberty,. and all the reſpect that might be. About this 
time Catharine Counteſs of Cheſterfield, a Religious Lady of Noble 
Extraction ſent to him to preach her a Fryday Lecture (though 1 
think the Countels kept it asa Faſt upon account of the Death of-hee 
Eldeſt Son the Lord Sranhore) every Week, which was preached ei- 
ther in the Hall, or in the Chappel at Bratby, which he accepted. 
She gave him great reſpect, allowed him to ule Miniſterial freedom, 
which he took, being no flatterer, and ſhe bore, being a good Chri- 
ſtian, One inſtance may be worth noting here. A difference aroſe 
about. precedency, the Countefs judged her Gentlewoman ought in 
right to take place of a Baronets Daughters, and expected they 
ſhould acknowledge it, and then faid, She would put her Maid in her 
Pocket rather than ſhe ſhould give them any offence. But they not 
willing to yield ir, the Countels ſent to the Earl Marſha] to decide it, 
who ſaid the Counteſs was in the right. Mr. Hieron being to preach 
at Repton Exerciſe (famous not only for a Sermon , but alſo for the 
work of Prophecying, by one Miniſter afrer another opening Scripture) 
the Counteſs being there, he preached on that Texr, Bleſſed are they 
that hear the word of God and keep it. And in an uſe of Inſtruction he 
commanded them that were there preſent to hear Gods words, ſtri- 
ring for the good of their Souls, whilſt others were ſtriving for pre- 
cedency on Earth, &c. This the Countels was fo quick as to obſerve, 
and ſpeak of it to Sir Henry Leigh, who had = no notice of it, 
bur ſo humbled her ſelf before the word, that 
Reader, Nore, Great Poſs ſhe never ſpake of it to Mr. Hieron. Their 
aid net think it be'oav them to : 
frequent £40lwes inthiſt days, MEMOTY 15 precious that did fo, their names 
and memory will rot, that are above, againſt, 
neglect, and contemne ſuch practices. If great people be good, they 
will heed what they hear and bear reproof. And let all Chriſtians 
and Miniſters believe that faithful dealing is the true way to reſpect, 
and that of the wife Man will be verified, Prov, 28. 23. He that re- 
buketh a man fnall find more favour afterward than he that flattercth 
with the tongue, A wound that's friendly is better than a deceitful kiſs. 
Prov. 27.6. 
a Here 
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Here again he had ſome calls a way by perſons of Great Note , bur 
he continued at Eggington, until Aichaelmas, 1633. 


Seft, 2. From Eggington he removed to the Town'-ofg, Ahborne. 
Mr. Joſeph Taylor Lecturer and School-Maſter there, falling into weak- 
neſs, was diſabled from his Service, and being a weighty honeſt Man, 
much defired to have the School and Lecturers place well ſupplyed. 
Purſuant to this deſign Mr. Lees of Aſhborne (every way a ſubſtantial 
man) took a journey to enquire afrer one Mr, Patrick, then, 1 ſup- 
pole, Schoolmaſter at Leice/ter, motioned to Aſbberxe School. And 
in the Crown- Inn-gate at Derby Meeting Mr. Hicron, and one Mr. 
IWheeldon, who had been enquiring for the Cambridge Carrier, asked 
them, Whether they were Leiceſ/er-ſhire Men? They anſwered no. I[n- 
quired, Why he asked chat queſtion * He replyed that one Mr. 
Patrick, was motioned ro Aſhborne as a Sbhool-Maſter, and he knew 
not but that one of them might poſhbly have been the Man. Mr. 
Hieron went on, but Mr. Wheeldon ſtepped back to him, and told him, 
if they wanted a School-Maſter, they could not have a fitter than his 
Friend there, meaning Mr. Heron. And gave' a charatter of him, 
which ſo well pleated Mr. Lees, that ar his return home, he acquain- 
ted Mr. Pegge (an Attorney of great note and buſineſs, and inclined to 
good men, an Inhabitant in Aſhborre) and Mr. Taylor with what he 
had heard, They took notice of it, and Mr. Pegge wrote to Mr, 
Gilbert Ward of Tickenhal (an Ingenious man, a man of Wit, Worth, 
and Buſineſs) who knowing Mr. Hieron well, gave an account of him 
to ſatisfaction, Which being received, Mr. Taylor wrote to Mr. 
Jack ſon then Miniſter of Sxrton, (a learned, ſober, grave, and weighty 
man, of whom Mr. H;eron ufed toſay, He was Logical in every thing ) 
to deſire him to bring Mr. Hieroz to Aſhborne, which he did, and there 
they offered him the School-Maſters place at Aſhborne. He promiſed 
to accept it, if they could and would tairly procure it for him. Thus 
by a paſſage, which to us is accidental, and a meer contingency, was 
this worthy man brought into their thoughts at Aſhborne, bur an higher 
Hand, and a wiſer Purpole directed it, . 

Vir. Taylor (then grown unable for the School and Leture both ) 
ſet himſelf to work, and improved his Intereſt in the Company (conli- 
ſting of Three Governours , and Twelve Aſſiſtants) in whom thg 
Right of Election lay, and ingaged Ten of them for Mr. Hieron, 
Bur now it beginning to be noiled abroad that the School would be va- 
cant, one Mr. C-x put in forit, who, though he could not gain. the 
Majority of the Governours and Afhſtants, yer having got ſome of 
them, and ſome Intereſt made by tome great Neighbours who —_— 
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ced upon the Heirs of the Founders of the School (who had a kind of 
a Negative Voice) Three whereof were then remaining, two where- 
of were gotten for Mr. Cox, and the third for Mr. Hieron, The Ma- 
jor part-of®them had power to ſtop the Election, and fo it occaſioned 
a great conteſt. When Mr. Taylor ſaw what oppoſition they were 
like to meet with, he would not have reſigned until the Coaſt were 
cleared, and therefore procured Mr. Whiting to teach School for him, 
But he perceiving there was no hope that he ſhould be the man choſen, 
withdrew his hand, and left Mr. Taylor (by reaſon of his weaknels) 
under a neceſſity of reſigning. Which he did, and two more of the 
Governours and Aſſiſtants Going brought over, Twelve of the Fif- 
teen choſe Mr. Hieron. But the Heirs of the Founders not conſenting, 
the Election was not ratified, and fo it fell to the Biſhop of the Dio- 
ceſs to chooſe, Mr. Hieron by the Biſhops Order was examined by 
Mr. Baſicr the Biſhops Chaplain, who commended him much for his 
Skill in the Tongues. The Biſhop readily gave him his Title. Bur 
then a queſtion aroſe, whether Biſhop Aor:o» being now Elect of 
Durham, could act as Biſhop of Coventry and Litchfield : HeteuponAp- 
plications were made to Arch-Biſhop Abbur,who in the vacancy of the 
Biſhoprick wasBiſhop of it. And the Arch-Biſhop gave him his I itle,But 
then it came to a new Diſpute, that it muſt be the Biſhop of the Dio- 
ceſs that only could give a Title, and therefore it could not be done 
until the Biſhopprick were filled. By and by it was, Biſhop Wright 
was inſtalled, then each fide applyed to him, and neither {ide appeared 
empty ; for ſo was the mannerthen. He deferred the deciſion until 
he ſhould in his Viſitation come to Aſhborne ; which he did, and when 
there moved that they ſhould wave Mr. Cox and Mr. Hieron, and by a 
great Neighbour one Mr. Mountney was propounded, and both ſides 
far down, Mr. Hieron was content, he was at eaſe where he was, 
and having the Lecture at the truly Honourable the Counteſs of 
Cheſterfield, for which ſhe promiſed him but Ten pounds per annum, 
but gave him Twelve ; he judged his Salary competent, and fo was 
fatisfied. Bur the Lord had higher buſineſs at Aſhborne for Mr. Hieron, 
than a Free-Scho6l. T ho' when the EleCtion of the Governours and Aſſi- 
ſtants was made void for want of Confirmation by the Heirs of the 
Founders, when Biſhop AMortons Title was queſtioned, and the Bi- 
ſhops would not fatisfie neither, Mr. Fiero could have been content 
to have declined all further proſecution of the buſineſs. But he was 
deſired ſtill ro ſtand for it, and his Friends promiſed that if he went 
withoutit, they would chooſe him Lecturer, and they proved as good 
aS their words, Men wiſe and unbiaſſed pitched upon him, in whom 
worth was, and after the Lecturers place was void by Mr. 7, yo 
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&eath, the Truſtees for 'the. LeQture: choſe Mr. Heron Lecturer. 
Momntney proved bad-andimmoral, .a great difhonour to the School, 
and a vexation to the Town, who: ſought to the Biſhop to remove 
him, who alledged he could not. Then the Governours of the School 
topped his Sallaryy 'and-afrer articled againſt him in the High Com- 
miſhon, but that way giving them no Relief, they were at lait forced 
to ſue him at Common Law, and it came toa Tryal before Judge 
Hutton (or his Collegue) and they caſt him and ejected him. 

But while A40ztrcy proved fo ill, and ſuch a vexation, Mr. Hieron 
proved like himſelf, and an honour to his place, and tatisfaction to the 
Town. He built upon Mr. Taylors foundations, aud both preached 
and lived as that Worthy Predecefſor did. And though Mr. Taylor was 
dead, yet he lived, and the work was carryed on by his Succeſſor. 
Here Mr. Heron continued, labouring in. Word and Doctrine, and 
procured from Biſhop }/7:1ght:a Licence for a weekly Lecture to be 
preached at Aſbborne, which was: upheld by many very able men , 
that ſoby the-mouths of many Witnefſes what was preached on the 
Lords day might be confirmed, and that by mutual -converle Miniſters 
might be edified and comforted, as well as people advantaged. 

| ſuppole it was about Otteber in the year :1635, that he married 
the Relict of Mr. _ who had then, by her former Husband two 
Children, a Son, anda Daughter,” An happy Choice he made, gnd 
very happily they lived together. She was an holy Soul, uuderſtand- 
ing and prudent, lovediheroformer Husbands good Acquaintance, and 
bedughs them to be Mr. &igron's;Acquaintance. | \T hoſe of 'them char 
I knew honoured her indeed, and ſo didall that' knew her. - She was 
the Daughter of Parents, that were conſiderable, and of very good 
reputation in Aſbborne.. She had many Brethren and Siſters, - ( tome 
of whom 1 knew) and F think I may truly fay , that few- Families 
produced more perſons of :good bras, and excellent behaviour. I 
knew none 66. 'them mean . inc the: Warld;' and ſome of them made a 
conſiderable Figure1n it. . tz 0 | | 

' Here Mr. #/erop|\pitched, and ſtaid till- the Civil Wars came ou 
m England,” and then; though a quiet:Man, and fain would have con- 
tinued at his work, yetcould - but was forced to make many 
hes rs mar for _ which did: much diſturb and tire him, 

his Famuly wert pur: aany:feghes by ſearches. for him ; ill 
Net informing then of Zachery,! nd lr them to take 
-bijy-(who had no:iother > provocation for him, -but only the faithful 
diſcharge ofhis ducy }Heloath $dilive a Priſoner in a place fo like 

'Hell, roads rr ey Rs have been upon a pepetual rack, 
reioived io [and his Family, wich ſome part of his Goods 
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to Derby. And no ſooner was he and his: Family gohtte, but his 
Houſe was plunder'd, and his Books (hidden ſecurely as he thought) 
diſcovered by ſome ill Neighbours taken likewiſe. This Was in the 
year 1643. 

Sef#. 3.' About rwo Moneths after his coming to Derby, the Inhabi- 
fants of Breadſa!!, a Town rwo little Miles diſtant from Derby, being 
deſtitute of the Exerciſe of the Miniſtry among them made their com. 
plaints to Sir Jobn Gell, then Governour of Derby, who anſwered 
them, Find out any fit man, and I will put him in. They applyed 
themſelves to Mr, Heron, he anſwered, He was out of employment , 
but would nt move a foot toward petting the place. | They returned to 
Sir John, who offercd the place to Mr. Hieron's Father occaſionally 
there ; but he deſired Sir John rather to-beſtow it on his Son , which 
he immediately did, and cauſed an Order of the, Committee to be 
drawn for that End ; and ſent a Command to the Conſtable of Bread/al 
ro corne on the Sabbath morning, and convey him to the place, and {e- 
cure him. They went back to him to,acquaint him with what was 
done, he told them he would notigo, unlets the Order was ſealed to 
take with him. The Order was perfected, 'and the Conſtable-came 
on'the Lords-day, and took\ham with him to Breadfall,, where he per- 
formed-the work of the day, anc returned to.Derby at night. Thus 
he continued about ten moneths going to Breatfallon the Sabbath days, 
officiating there all the day, returnedto his Farmly at Derby at night. 
But aftee-thar time, having ſome more ptobable proſpect of Safety at 
Bradſatt, 'he' rembved his' Family -thitherg\:Nowomber 1. 164.4, And 
thete-Eontifiued quietly-during the' War, andlafterwards till the 24th. 
of -Auguſt, 4662. that {erled|Uniformiry by:ſo many» breaches,; and 
rendings of Miniſters and” People, 'as the Proteſtant part of the World 
never taw- before. Amongft the reſt this: cbafcientions' Minifter of 
Jeſiis/Chrift Was catched-inthe Nooſe ;-for no-better -are-ſuch Impo- 
fitions thanfaates-tothe truly: confeientious, who :are:nos for leaping 
from one mode of profeſſion to another, are: not-tori wright , out 
therſelves by diſtinctions and evafions, bur/would do all in fimplicity 
and podly' ſincerity, without any equiyocatiansy; endeavobring to' 
maintain '@ principle of m_ inthe 'World. By 

T ſhall cloſe ' this Section arid:Chapter with:a-few remarks. Here 
may you feehow Gods Providence: finds: work for. them that have 
a mind to work, willmng minds. do:notiondenargly want : ies 
Jong, but God opetis a door for them. :See-againhowr!Gotl, dilpa- 
ſeth the forced fights" of his Minifters to fj rhe Goffjel mto other 
places, 'He that maſt 'not preach at. Atborre thall: preach atriBr atfelt; 
"hen' his -ſeed-time was (over at” 4fubome; Bod!forndthis Spittial 
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ſeeds-man another field. God diſtingyiſheth betwen flying Hirelings» 
and Shepherds that are forced away., God ſeemed by this Provi- 
dence to! approve his flight. And you laſtly ſce how leekers after 
the word do find it, here was a people that could not live without the 
Ordinances, and God caſt upon them not a bare Doer, but a Work- 
man, not only a man in a Miniſterial habit, but a man of a Miniſterial 
Spirit. The greateſt mercy that ever befel Brad/all, if hoy did 
know in his day the things of their peace. [t was his day of Ser- 
vice, their: day of advantages: a price indeed was in their, hands, 
happy they that had hearts to it, as ſome of-them I hope had. 


CHEAT Www 


Of his Minifterial Endowments, and of the diſcharge of his 
Miniſtry. | Tg 

Sett. 1, FT HE qualifications of this Worthy Man 1 ſhall; give 
you tummarily. He was a May, as it's faid of 

Barnabas,- he was a Learned Man, he-had much of Egypts Gold and 
Treaſure, and brought it all-to Gods Tabernacle. He was well read 
in Books and good Authors, a very ſtudious man : He was well ſeen 
in Hiſtory, and very frequently m converſe made. an excellent uſe 
thereof. He had a ſharp judgment, he was a - great Maſter of Me- 
thod, had digeſted his Tutors Method of preaching thoroughly : He 
had a very ſtrong memory, which continued to the laſt; fo. that if 
there were any doubt about the quantity of any Syllable,, he, had a 
Verſe ready to ſhew what it was. . He had ſearched. into Chronology 
of Scripture, knew much about it, and was ready in it.. But,he 
was almoſt a Non-tuch in his Bible ; you could not name a. difficulcy, 
but he was ready to give. the unfolding of it, or what was faidtoit. 
He was molt ready in the references of one Scripture troanother, and 
could readily turn to them. He had anexcellent faculty in; expound- 
ing ScriFne in opening a Chapter, he opened his Text with great 
clearnels. He had a gravity in Countenance and Carriage, and in his 
Delivery. He was 3 Mall of unſound Opinions, though he did not 
delight in, preaching Controverſies, yet when r fel in. his way,. his 
matter narurally leading to.it, he would f@ diſtinctly ſtate. Cuntro- 
verted. points, andleave them ſo clear, that there would ſcarce ſeem 
to be any thing of .cqntroverlie .in. them. He was.g cloſe and wile 
He was a powerful preſſer @ duty ; he was excellent in 


— RpoVver\ 


a faithful Sreward of the Myſter 


- 
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tnſtruction, $kilful to dire&t to means, ver 
wirh tender, troubled Souls, able to Bay 


compaſſionate in dealing. 
rong Cordials, and very 


diſcerning to know to whom! to-give them. In a word; he was a 
Scribe inſtructed to the Kingdom of God, had Treaſures, and could 
bring forth things new-and old, He was'a good and'faithful Steward 
of the Myſteries of God; he was able -and apt to teach, furniſhed 
both with an Heart well headed, and an Head welt hearted ; he was 
$kilful, and: faithful, a ſound Believer 'of what he preached ,' zealous 
for God, no body that heard him could aſpect him of 'being' m jeft, 
all muſt conclude'he was inearneſt, and that- his words were its his 


heart, and that they came out thence. 
which teſtified. Life within, and heartineſs for God, 


His breath was warm, 


SeF. 2. As to the diſcharge of his Miniſtry I muſt be a little more 
particular. - He did ſhew his qualifications, his ſincere, ends in enting 
into the Miniſtry by his conſciomable fulfilling his Miniſtry received'of 
the Lord, doing the work of a Miniſter, making full proof of his Mi- 
niſtry, he, was a Workman, and a working man, a.dextrous labou- 
rer in'Gods Vineyard, a painful and'sKiffo Husbandman whom:God 
had; inſtruted to. diſcretion; 'and had ranght him. He diffenſed Ho- 
ly Myſteries, the Word and''Sqcrament/as a-Miniſter” of: Chriſt, and 


of *Gbd* 


1. He was well ſatisfiedabour the Doctrine of the Lords day, as a 
Mar | he'didearneftly comend' with che 
"Profiners of the Lords day; zealgufly pfeſfiits Iantification, and in 
| his 6wn practice was 'a pratticaf Sabbatarian. This would appear 
* both' from what he did ar Af: borme;and alfoafter arBreadſall. But take 
"for. proof' v hat follows. ' Some timeafter his ſerling at” Aſbborze, the 
"Book for Sports' on the Lords day'came forth 3 and prefently was 
the fear of Gods Commandment caſt off- (the applicarions of the 


Chriſfiar$abbatlr; and accordingfy 


Sabbath' ro the ends' df it's infljrution being otie 6f thoſe bands and 


* cords,” that corrept*nature wonld fain break, and' is glad of any' pre- 
"rence to caſt away) Uybridled youth'preſently rook the liberty gran- 
"ted; and Tidings being brought ro Mr. Heron, he got to'Mr. Pegge, 


x Max' of Anthority in Aſbborme to accompany hi 
_ them, they foundBoys and'Youths ſlivoririg 'ﬆ the"'B; 
ane man with them; and-bemg demanded why*rhe 


char anſwered thc | 


m, ayd Coming to - 
ts, 'and 'only 
did" fo? The 


Biſhop/gabe rhemiletve, "'Flby Worth char ap- 


pear ſaid Mr., nl bv anſwered; 'on fpch a* Sdbbach-day. 
"Trane through Eccteſhall (where then' the: Biſhops ſeat was) and ſaw 
there,a* Bear-biiting: "Mr. Hieyon'rejoyns,' that's ne'proof” for the 
 Caifle*is'# forneAiitance- from the' Tony thd* the Bilhop Wight be 
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faid, If ir offended them he would forbear , and ſo the Company 
ed. 

But a while after he went to another Company, got together on the 
like occaſion, 'w here he met with a.man who argued the King allowed 
ir, and thofe would not part. | | 

Mr. Taylor in bis Life having preached about the Obſervation of 
the Lords-day, and therein reproved that bad Cuſtom which the 
Butchers of that Town uſed of ſelling Meat on the Lords-days in the 
Morning. When Biſhop Wright afterwards came to viſit there, ſome, 
who were leath to forgo that bad Cuftom, dealt with him in; private 
about it, and ſo far gained on him, that in. his Charge or Speech he 
mentioned it, and uled this inſtance, S»ppoſe a Labouring Man receives 
his Wages ſo late on the Saturday night, that before he can get home, 
the Shops are ſbut up,. and no Meat then to be bought, ſhall not the poor 
Man therefort have a chop of Meat to his Dinner the next day (with 
great noiſe the Biſhop added) God forbid. Vir. Hieron, well underſtood 
this reflection, and others took ſo much notice of it, as to take en- 
couragement from it. Yet notwithſtanding Mr. Hieron preaching up- 
on the Commandments, when he came in courſe to:the Fourth 
mandment, -returned upon the reproof of this ſin; and raiſing an Ob- 
jection, but ſome may ſay my Lord Biſhop gives us leave, He an» 
{wered, Sxppoſe that were ſo, Whether is it reaſnable to ,regard what 
ene Biſvp might 12 in-a private place, more than what that Biſhop , 
and all the Biſhops in England had ſaid in Parliament And ha- 
vingthe Statute of 3 . Carols with him in the Pulpit, he read it to 
them, and told them, there were but ſo many years paſſed, ſince this 
was enacted by Kings, Lords, and Commans ; and that this Biſhop 
on whoſe Authority they ſo much relied, was one of the Number, 
being 'then Biſhop of Briſtol, This putthema little toa ſtand, yet 
one of them ſaid, he would notwithſtanding hear what ſuch-a Gentle- 
man, 'nor far diſtant, would fay to it. Whether they reformed or 
not, I cannot well fay, but Mr. Hieron did his duty with Zeal and 
Courage Thele inſtances may ſuffice to. illuſtrate and prove: this 
head. 

2. He wasa Man that filled the Sabbath. with its proper Exerciſes. 
It was a painful day 'to him, yet not; grievous, becaule. the day was 
his delight, - and holy 'employment was his refreſhment, He prayed, 
he read the Scripture, and.expounded it ;. he ſung. Pſalms , he cate- 
chiſed and expounded the; Catechiſm, he preached twice a day,.and 
this he did with tha holy. zeal and eacneſtneſs, that ſojnetimes (eſpe- 
cially in the ſpring of -theyear} he hath, been fo. ſore. ypan the Man- 
days, that; he rould. nor. endure. to-fitz; bur was forced to. walk. abque 
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in his Room, whilſt he was able, and then to try if he could find out 
any other poſtures which might be more eaſfie to him than ſitting was. 
He ſtuck cloſe to his people, gave them their full proviſion; and 
when the neceſſitics of ſome Neighboring places called for a ſupply, 
he hath ſometimes preached thrice a day rather than his own people 
ftiould be fſhortned. He very rarely exchanged'with any body onthe 
Sabbath,” kept his own Vineyard , and kepr to it. Bread/all wanted 
wage. when they ſought for him, but never wanted after they 
ound him. He adminiſtred both the Sacraments in their. Seaſons, and 
for the itiftruQtingand admoniſhing part of diſcipline he was abundant 
init, He taught publickly, and from:houſe to houſe, warning every 
one, and m_ every one. The younger he catechiſed in the Con- 
Eregarion, the elder at home went to their Houſes, called them to his. 
he Sermons preached at Church were repeated in his houle, all his 
willing Neighbours were welcome, and for ſome time conſiderable 
numbers did frequent thoſe repetitions. And for their encouragement 
{o todo, he would fometimes in the week-day invite to Supper ſuch 
as came to Repetition and Prayer on'the Lords-day, and after Supper 
let them play and uſe ſome fir Recreations, and be innocently as 
merry as they would, being no enemy to harmleſs mirth in its own 
proper ſeaſon. * Hetook all occaſions to do them good. I have caſt 
ſome ſorrowful looks at that place ſince he was thruſt out of it, as 
fearing that Vineyard was like to become as the $luggards field, having 
loft his culcivation of it. 
© 3. He confined not his labours within his owncharge and precincts, 
but was ready and frequent in week-day work abroad. His Fountain 
was diſperſed abroad, and Rivers of Waters in the Country Villages. 
He affiſted in upholding moſt Lectures, and then there were many, 
by putting his hand to them. He ſet up a Monthly Lecture at Dale- 
Abby, which for ſome time he only preached at himſelf, but after- 
wards a Congregation being there gathered by him, other Miniſters 
came in to his aſſiſtance, 'and made that ſingle Lecture a double one, 
T his Exerciſe was kindly embraced by the people at Dale, and was 
well frequented, till the anti-religious Spirit arole in 1662. and then 
the Miniſters who were to preach hearing of an armed Rabble coming 
from Derbyto break'them up; after they had advited with the people, 
reſblved to deſiſt anddeſperſe themſelves, 'and 1o gave way to thoſe 
furious Bigots, ' Let 4 Bear robbed of he# whelps meet a man rather than 
a Fool in his folly, Prov. 15. 12. Thisglorious Victory they obtained, 
to ſcarter a Meeting whoſe only crimtie was ſerving God, and to put 
atiend to a Meeting there, where Viſion was very rare, and Preach- 
| Lohr Heck,” Jo 'etnded this, "ard trot of che -Micbtings in- the 
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Countrey: This was about July, 1 think, and in Auguſt following, 
the Miniſters now diſturbed were ſilenced, not by a rude ſelf-calþng, 
and felf-raiſing Rabble, but by a formality of Law, which in Gods 
time I hope will appear to be according to that phraſe, Pal. 58. 2. 
a weighing of the violence of Miens hands in the earth, an holding 
balances in hands, the emblem of Juſtice, as if they would propor- 
tion puniſhments to faults, bur tilled and turned the Scale by revenge- 
ful malice, and to curry favour with the Enemies of all Righteoulnels, 
{entenced an Innecent, uſeful Seed of Men, whom God would ne- 
vercaſt off, though they caſt them our. And I am not without hopes 
that ſome of them may live to have a Paphnutius's kils from a Conſt an- 
tine's mouth, Amen, if God lee that good. 

4. Where ever he preached at home, or abroad , he preached the 
Word, he was a <criptural Preacher, not Chaff, but Wheat was 
ſown by him; not Niceties and Subtilties, but ſound Doctrine, well 
digeſted truth in ſignificant words was delivered by him. Gingling, 
tickling the Ear, patching and painting the Face of Truth, daubing 
with intempered Morter, were things he practiſed not, yea, he -ab- 
horred them. His Sermons were no flattering glaſſes, but true clear 
Mirrours to ſhew Men the true Complexion of their Souls. 

He had Art enough, but he concealed it, he had much Learning, 
but ir all ſerved Divinity ; he had Logick and Philoſophy enough, but 
he planted no Ari/totles Grove by the ſide of Gods Alrar, _ He had 
method enough to divide a.Text, but- he never crumbled a Text .3he 
divided the Word into fit Portions, he never ſtrained a Text, hug 
would be ſure to give you the proper fruit from tuch.a branch: gf 
Ecripture. 1 never knew him impertinent. Indeed if ever Man.pro- 
phecyed according to the proportion of-Faith, 'if ever Man compared 
Spiritual things with ſpiritual, if ever man ſpake as the Lords. Mef, 
ſenger, in the:Lords Meſſage, asis ſaid of the Prophet Haggait, Hag. 
13. if ever man-filled his Veſſel at che Holy Fountains, it ever man 
took his Words from one Shepherd, ,if ever man brought light co 
Scripture from <cripture, ;and -made it to interpret it "elf, -he did. 
Bleſſed be God there are many ſuch, and he mult be ranked amangſt 
ſuch men. "His Sermons on heads of Divinity, his Diſcourle of Spuri- 
rual. joy, -prove what 1 1ay. | | ” 

5.' He managed the Holy Sacraments with a great, deal of carectcar, 
pains, and circumſpeRion, according .to; the weight-andWorth...at 
thoſe high and Holy :Miſteries. | | 

Asfor Baptifine he very rarely adminiftredr in private, and never 
bur-where- neceſſity :and. charity; required it. - His conſtant, way, was 
this, The ſecond Lords day: after the birth, he appointed the. Children 


ro 
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to be brought tothe Church, and there after _ Sermon made 
all the Congregation Witneſſes; and if any had offered topo out, he 
would'call to them, and tell chem there was great need they ſhould 
all underſtand the Baptiſmal Covenant. He never opened the Setvice- 
Book after the Ordinance of Parliament required to ſhut ir, and ap- 
pointed the Directory to take place ; yet I doubt not, bur he gave az 
clear inſtructions, as powerful exhortations and charges, and put up 
as pertinent Prayers, as that Book or any other Form for that Office, 

* doth or can afford. 

As for the Supper of the Lord he adminiſtred it quarterly ; had 
alwayesa preparation Sermon, and many times rwo, when he could 
procure help ; he took great pains in taking an accuunt of, and in- 
fruQting his Communicants : If any had miicarried, he failed not ro 

| admonik them : He made great Obfervations how he found them: 
He had his ſearching Queſtions about Converſion, about Title to Eter- 
nal Life, about Repentance, © Do not all acknowledge it necelſiry ? 
< Have you repented ? If not, why not now ? Are we not frail ? 
&« Time ſhort and uncertain, He had his excitations to the cure of 
Souls, and indeed he was no way wanting to help his People to ſan- 
Ctifie God in their near approach to him. 

6. He was very exact in performing his duty to his People, bur 
very moderate in requiring his legal dues from his People ; He 
took little of the Poor, and gave them much : And for others in 
lefler things he took what they brought, and made no ſtrict inquiry : 
He forbore ſome ſmaller things till fome took occaſion-ro deny them 
to bedue, and then being obliged to maintain the Rights of the place, 

ke ordered his Clark to demand them : He was forbearing ; After his 
ejection he found many had not reckoned with him of ſeveral years, 
he fued only one, (not of his Pariſh that denyed any Tithe to be due 
to'him, and led away as muchat one time as was of 'a conkderable 
value. This he might not bear, fo applyed to:the Juſtices, who up- 
on the hearing ad; him his own with the penalty upon the un- 
juſt with-holder, but he only took his own and what he had ſpent, 
and a Shilling to his Servant, and returned the reſt. If it might not 
have been a detriment to the place for the future, I am apt to think 
he would have fittendown with loſs, for his deſign was the Peoples 
benefit ; he ſought net-theirs but them, and that he might gain upon 
them, he ws content to be a Loofer. He was - Townl-man as 
well as a good Miniſter, There are twoclear Inſtances. . , - 
1.) He procured a Relaxation and Mitigation of their Afſeſsments 
by clearing it to them then in power, that there was reaſon. for it, and 
improving his intereſt in them, procured eale. NY TY 
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C2.) There was a Town-Stock in Breasſal, which being ſent out 
among them in ſmall ſummes, was frequently eridangered ro come 
lame home : Mr. Hieron oft adviſed, it might be laid out in Land, 
which they never would yield to, but when there was a proſpect of 
his going out (he having promited them Ten | ounds if they would 
buy Land) they accepted, and he as good as his word gave them his 
Ten Pounds, and fo there is Land that yields Three Pounds per Av- 
xm, fetled on Truſtees for the uſe of the poor of Brendſall. 

7. His Heart was much ſet upon Succeſs and Fruit among his own 
People, that in that place he might be able to {ay that there was 
Fruits, yea, all manner of pleaſant Fruits, new and old, laid xp jor 
thee, O kelzved. Cant. 7, lait. This appeared fumdry ways. 

(1.) He waz pleaſed that God had given him a People that were 
frameable to an outward canformiry ; bur Oh! where is the Jew in- 
wardily ? The power cf Godlineſs He was no Formaliſt himſelf, 
and he could not take up with ſhapes of Chriſtians ; but longed to ite 
real Heart-Chriſtians, | 

(2.) He was full of thoughts of heart when he found not his defi- 
red ſucceſs attendhis work, and would brea; out thus ; How ſhall [ 
do more ? How ſhall I do better ? How ſhall I pray more ? How 
ſhall I preach Letter ? 

(3-) he Fruic he had in Bread/all, (as bleſſed be God he had 
ſome.) Oh! ir was as the firſt ripe Fruits : Oh ! a Bread/ad-Chri- 
ſian was as a 7Joſepb, as a Benjamin to Old Jacob : They were in 
his Bowels ; his Soul cleaved to them; they were his Joy and 
Crown. 2 

8. He was a man of Hoſpitality and Charity. ftrangers and 
Friends found him ſo in courteous entertainments : No good man 
needed to leek a publick Houte in Breadſall to lodge in, nor ſtrain to 
reach Derby. "The Church had a Gaijzs at Brearſall, And for his 
Charity ; his lending and his giving was confidergble : It extended it 
telf coall the Poor in Brea«ſall, in Bread, 'in Coats, in Corn, in Mo- 
ney ; yea it extended to poor Chriſtians diſtant from him. After he 
had lefr Breadſall-Living he ſent Money thither to be diſpoſed as he 
directed : He deviled liberal things, forecaſted in hard years to re- 
ſerve Corn for the poor; though it ſometimes proved to his outward 
loſs. Thus was he full of the good Word of God, and of good 
Works. His Acquaintances, Neighbours, - Kindred , will teſtifie 
theſe things. I could on this head be more large and particular, but 
this taſte may ſuffice ; they that knew him can inlarge upon theſe 
hints; they thar knew him not may take their meaſures from theſe 
thort couches, To conclude, he wasa good man, and that his Re- 

D lision 
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ligion was not barren, but had the moſt undeniable Evidences, even 
thole that Jeſus Chriſt will go upon in the day of Judgment. 

9. He was a bold, ſharp, cloſe reprover of fin, and yet very 
teuder and compalſonate in dealing with tender Conſciences, afflict- 
ed, wounded Spirics. Some of his great Neighbours while at Aſh- 
bor did profane the Sabbath, and openly drunk healths in the Market 
place ; he as boldly reproved it, as they did impudently commit it ; 
and this when the War came on, made him to be repreſented as a 
Round-head, and by the inſtigation of thoſe Neighbours, he was one 
of the firſt in Aſbborn that had his Houle broken in upon by Sir 
Francis Wortleys Party, he taken, and impritoued by them-; and as 
by the words they let fall, he underſtood, it was in revenge of his 
Reproofs. He was an hearty enemy to fin, ſtruck at it with his ſpi- 
ritual weapons with all the ſtrength of his arm : He launced feſtered 
ſores : He attacked ſturdy reſolved ſinners with reſolute charges : He 
beat down fin ſo, that ſome touched with Antimomianiſm, thought 
him too legal, and a-ked him, by what warrant Miniſters under the 
Goſpel preached the Law ſo much ;, he readily anſwered ; The words 
of their Commiſſion were a ſufficient warrant, citing that Scripture, 
Mark, 16. 15, 16. and added, 1s not that as terrible a preaching of 
the Lam as any Miniſter now doth, or can praftiſe. To which the 
Objecter made no reply. But on the other hand, though he lifted 
up his voice againſt ſin, like a trumpet, yet he neither cryed nor lift 
up his voice, when he had'to deal with bruiſed reeds, then he bound 
up their Wounds charily, and had the Oyl of Joy for them that were 
in the Spirit of [\gvinels : He feared to make the heart of the righ- 
teous fad : Here he preached the Goſpel, he beat down profanenels, 
but lent an hand to: them that were caſt down for fin, to lift them 
up. Many diſquieted hearts. would make to him, and he would coun- 
{1 and comfort them, and. ſhew them. where the Reſt for their 
Souls was. 5 

10. He backed his Doctrine with a. good Life :- He was the fame 
man out of the Pulpit, that he was in ict : He was a Preacher, and 
a Pattern ; what People heard from him, they faw in him : He was 
all Voice, Mouth, and Life, his Converſation: was a viſible-Sermon : 
He was a follower of Chriſt, mighty in word and deed. He mani- 
feſted a ſpiric of: knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord. We may 
ſay of him, as the Woman of her dead- Husband,, Thou kroweſt that 
thy Servant did fear the Lord, No profanene(s went from him into 
any place where: he taught : His Doctrine- was a pure lip; and. his 
Lite exemplary ; his Doftrine- was pure and ſavoury, his Breath 
ſweet, aud.his;Life: tinCtured: with. holineſs. in. every turn:of..it. [He 
came, 
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came, as John Baptiſt, in the way of Righteouſneſs ; he lived in all 
good Conſcience ; his walking was in ſimplicity and godly fincericy, 
not in fleſhly wildom. He co:demned nor, confuted not, his Do- 
Etrine by contrary practice ; bur he confirmed it, eſtabliſhed it, and 
juſtified the Wildom he taught, He wrought wich both hands ear- 
neſtly, as fome are ſaid to ſin. He pulled not down with one hand, 
what he built up with the other ; he ſpoke with his feet, and taught 
with his fingers. He ſpake convincingly found Doctrine, ſtoppmg 
Gainſayers mouths, and he lived convincingly : 'They could not re. 
tort, nor reflect, nor ſay, Phyſician, heal thy ſelf. Kis blamelels 
Life ſtopped the mouth of iniquity. 

11. He was a man of much Prayer, and fo a man of mich Grace. 
He preſſed Prayer much, he practiſed ic more. He gave himſelf to 
Prayer. His Grace exceeded his pitt, though in the gitr of Prayer he 
was very great, He prayed with all Prayer, Publick, Family, e- 
cret Prayer. He went through the. parts of Prayer, was large in 
Confeſſion of Sin, was very particular in thankful acknowledgment 
of Mercies, and an earneſt Petitioner for Grace and Mercy, for all 
Spiritual Bleſhings ; a pleading Interceflour for all that he was bound 
to pray for. ke not only prayed, but made a Colletion of Prayers, 
called tober People together, and-wenrt to them where Prayer was 
made. He called People frequently to days of Prayer. He carried 
the Churches abroad, and our Kingdoms and Churches upon his 
heart, and ſpread their cafe before S Lord. He was an hearty 
Proteſtant, and a true enemy to Antichriſtianiſm, He was a Prophet 
in Sack-cloth ; becauſe of the great Apoſtalie. He was very ſenſible 
of Romiſh Idolatry. Oh + how much of his heart might one feel, 
when he praycd, Dow with Babylon. Oh, how have I heard him 
lay his praying hand apon Babylon, and cry, as if he would not take 
off his hand, till ke had pulled it down, pleading from their Hereſie, 
Tyranny and Idolatry, as if he would have no denial. He was very 
{erious in Prayer, and a great admirer and acknowledger of Grace, 
when he mentioned any good in himſelf, or them that joyned with 
him, it was with much humility, and alwayes ſpake thus, or to this 
purpole : And if there be any good in us, not unto us, not unto us, but 
z0 thy Grace be the Glory. From a thread to a ſhooe-latchet he would 
not take from Grace. 

12, He magnified and dignified his Office by humility, by great 
moderation in things that are Problems amongſt good men, by a 
os ſteadineſs, When any body mentioned any good done by him, 

e would ſay, Give Glory to God, this man is a ſurner. 1 never knew 


that he eſtranged himſelf from his Conforming Brethren, that were 
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before his Intimates 3 bur he kept up his honour of them, and fove 
to them. He kept his poſt, was no bending Oher ; he deliberated 
m-ch, and then fixed. He had been conformable ; but I believe, 
not with any great liking, and was not willing to chooſe that way a- 
gain, and condemn his laying it aſide, and therefore would do neither 
lels nor more, but put himlelf into Gods hands ; and chole to keep 
his peace, though he loſt his place ; and for any thing that ever ap» 
peared, never repented ; nay, he had preat ſatisfaction. One once 
asked him, Do you z0t repent ? What do you mean, ſays he, the leav- 


ing of my place: No; 1 am far from that, for I have done nothing | 


therein, but what I nave taught you to be your Dity. Rather loſe all, 
than ſin againſr © od ; and if. Breadtall Parſonage was the beſt Biſhoprick, 
in England, I muſt do again what I have done. And thus he faid more 
than once ; for my part [ never knew him ſtaggered, 

13. In the works of his Miniſtry, which are not to me fo clearly 
Miniſterial works, he went further than moſt other Miniſters, —— 
E ſhall inſtance in Marrying people 3 he ſtood upon it in very great 
ſtriftneſs to have a full aſſurance of Parents conſent, and a due pub- 
lication of the Marriage intended. And in Burials his way was, if 
he preached a Funeral Sermon, for which he had Money, he would 
(ſometimes at the leaſt ) give it ro the Poor. If no Sermon were be- 
{poken, he would take the People into the Church, and give them an 
Exhortation of the length of tome ordinary Sermons ; and this he 
did, becauſe People at ſuch times are more ſerious and impreſlible, 
and he was. for catching hold of all opportunities, as impotent People 
were at the troubling of Berhe/44's waters. 

14. 41n the places of his Miniſtry he had great reſpect, and ever 
bore-great affection to thole places; the care of them lay upon him: 
He had a great regard to Aſhbory all his time, and a. mighty concern 
for Ereadſall. ** ke Cures paſſed into.other hands, but the Care was 
upon him. He would go to Breadſall, while he was near it, though 
called a Wolf for his pains by his ſucceſſor. He pur himſelf to-many 
inconveniences by his firit remove, that he might be near them ; he 
rook up with a ſtrait houſe, that he might be at hand for his Peoples 
ſervice, and that he-might live among a People that were his Hearers, 
though: not. his Pariſhioners, namely at Litr!e-Eaton, 
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CHAP. VII. 
Of the Occurrences of this Good Mans Life, his' Tryals , 


Afﬀtlictions, Oppoſutions, and the Mercies mixed with 
them all. 


Sebt. 1. HE grudge about Morntney the School. Maſter before 
mentioned, and the cancered Spirit of his partakers, 

occaſioned Mr. Hieroz his firſt trouble. About December the 13th, 
1637. Mr. Fheron and Mr. George Lees of Aſhborn above-mentioned, 
were ſummoned to appear at the Mannor of Lambeth, on the firſt of 
February, between the Hours of One and Three inthe Afrernoon, ta 
anſwer to ſuch Articles as were or ſhould be exhibiced againſt them. 
A Purfivant was ſent, who had his Fees : Mr. Hierons part, as my, 
Author remembers, was Four Pounds paid down ; Mr. Lees not be- 
ing at home, ſome other paid his part, and. got a Noble abated. — 
To Loudon they went at an il] time of year, made more dangerous 
by reaſon of Floods, they made ſome way to Holt,” who was Appa- 
ritor Apparitorum, He treated with Sack, and feed with Gold, 
ſhewed them the Articles, which contained no Capital Crimes de- 
ferving a Purſivant, but crivial things and uncapable of 'proof ;' a- 
ainſt Mr. Lees was objected, that when he was Churchwarden, he 
Pad brewed Ale in the Church, which had 1.0 other colour then, that 
the Workman that pointed the Steeple, adviſed the Mortar ſhould 
be tempered with Liquor made of Malt. — Againſt Mr. Hieron that 
preaching on that Text, [Fear God, Horour the King,] he had faid, 
there were ſome that neither feare4 God, nor honoured the King 3 
but walked the ſtreets with impudent faces, whereby he meant, (s 
they ſuggeſted) my Lord Biſhop and Ardrew Kniveron. And that he 
had uſed the expreſſion of removing Mountains ; whereby he reflect 
ed on Mr. Mountney and reflected on him, the Governours of the 
School having removed him, as is aboveſaid.- This they looked 
on as Mercy, that having ſeen the Articles of their charge, they 
might ſafely take ch2 Oath ex Officio, the refuſal whereof would have 
ſent them to- Prifon.-., No Proſecutor appeared, they feed a. Pre- 
&tor to make a motion, that ſince no Proſecutor appeared, the Court 
would pleaſe to diſmiſs them ; he like a Proctor of ſuch a Court, 
moved that the Court would appoint a Proſecutor ; fo they were noe 
dilmitſed. — They therefore applyed thewſelves to Dr. Baker, the 


Biſhops 


22 The Life. of My. Hieron, &c. 


Biſhops Chaplin ; but he did decline them, but Mr. Heron procured 
a Letter from Mr. Ja«k/on before mentioned to Dr. Bray the Arch- 
Biſhops Chaplin, who courteouſly received them, and went with 
them to Sir Joh Lamb, and obtained their diſcharge. Oh how good 
was God, when he took away the High Commiſſion ! And again, 
how good is God, when it was riſing again in the Eccleſiaſtical Com- 
miſſtoners, threw it down, never (I hope) to rile more. Avex, 
[The Lord fay to. 


Seft. 2. The next diſturbance of this Worthy Man was in the be- 
ginning of the War. Sir Francis Wortleys party coming to Aſhborn, 
one Captain Bard and Dern in the dead time of the night, broke in- 
to his Houfe, took him out of his Bed ; Captain Demnz laid, Gen- 
Hlemien-cannot drink_the Kings health, but you muſt reprove them for it : 
Ob, faid Mr. Hieron, Sir fot Fitz-Herberts hand is in this. They 
carried him to their Court of Guard, and kept him there till mora- 
ing, where urging him to {peak of many things, lay ar catch for 
matter to accuſe him : Sir Francis Wortley charged him for preaching 
againſt Epiſcopacy ; he anſwered, never ; but againſt the exorbt- 
tances of it,— His Wives Father paſſ.d his word for him, which 
was at preſent ſatisfying ; the next day he appeared, Sir Francis in- 
Clined to releaſe him 5 but would have him call the Parliament a com- 
pany 6f difſemblers, but he would not. In the upſhot they diſcharg- 
ed him ; he deſired his Horfe and Saddle to be reſtored : Nay, faith 
Sir Francis, you may be glad. you are at liberty your ſelf. — During 
this Impriſonment, one of 'the Captains, (viz ) Captain Bard had 
been with an Honourable Perſon, then living in Aſbborn, Mrs. Cork;in, 
half Siſter to Philip Earl of Cheſterfield, a Royaliſt of higheſt ele- 
| vation, yet a Woman of Senſe, that knew Mr. Hierons worth, bare 
' & fairreſpect to Mr. Hieron, and repreſents him in his true Character 
! to the Captain, which he credited, and was 1o convinced, that he 
' came toexcule himſelf, and told him, they did not meddle witch him, 
' until they had received ſome ſcores of Complaiats againſt him ; 
through which looking at him, they thought him to be one that had 
no fellow ; but now he perceived his miſtake, was ſorry for what he 
had done, promiſed, if he came thither in peace, he would fee him; 
did all he could to reſtore his Horſe ; but not able to effect it without 
payment of 'T wenty Shillings for him. Captain Bard was fo ingenu- 
ous, as that after his marching thence, wrote to Mr. Hieron, begging 
| pardon of him and of his Wife. Thns God brought forth this good 

Mans Righteouſneſs, to the ſhame of all his falſe Acculers. 


SH, 3. 
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Se. 3. After this Storm he had ſome quiet, till Tatbxry became a 
Garriſon for the King. Whether ſome il} Neighbours going to create 
him trouble, miſtook the Party, and told theerrand to a very Friend 
of Mr. Hieron's, who ſent him Priſoner to Derby, but the ill ſucceſs of 
this firſt attempt did not deterr others : But ſtill others aroſe, and a 
Party beſet che Houle, entred and ſearched, but by Gods good pro- 
vidence he was not at home, and ſo they returned without him, af- 
frighting his dear Wife, and piltering ſome few things. This bred 
great uneaſine(s in Mr. Hieron, and at length forced him to Derby, 
which at preſent was a place of Retreat, a Zoar to him, ſecured him 
and his from fearsin the Night, and in a very little time after his com 
ing thither, God provideda Laboratory, a Work-houle for him, 


Set. 4. After this he had a ſerene time at Fread/all. No alarm 
but once, and then no danger followed. Peaceable Sabbaths, here he 
met with no War, but did himſelf war againſt the Devils Kingdom, 
Luſts of Men, and Wickedneſs of Times , contentfully ſeated and 
ſetled working hard, had great meaſures of health, though mixt with 
ſome Feavors, which were moſtly the effects of his extraordinary pains,. 
and went off without any very long deteinures from his Work. Here 
he enjoyed a good Living, converled with a very precious Wife, li- 
ved among his Children, Here he and ſhe ſhewed themſelves Lo- 
vers of Hoſpitality, Lovers of good Men, Sober , Juſt, Holy, Tem- 
perate, wone much upon ſome that had prejudice againſt himz Thus 
the-Lords Candle ſhone upon his Head for many years— But in the 
year 1657, his ſprightly, his lively Wife fell ill of an Ague, and @ 
perverſe one, which being a double Tertian, and mixt with an high 
degree of the Scurvy. No Phyſical Applications, no Change of Air 
would prevail for (whither ſhe went for Air, viz. to Sir John Gels 
of Hopton, then Jokr Gel, Efq;) who with his Wife loved and honou- 
red all good peop!e, and had a ſpecial Reſpect to-this Matron and to 
her Husband, there ſhe expired, and by her deſire, or her Friends, 
was interred at Aſbbrrne with a due Solemnity, chargeable to her 
Husband, but not begrudged, for great was his Love to her, and eſti- 
mation of her, which appears by his own record of her death, July 
icth 1657, Aortem obitt Vxor mibi cariſſima Nunquam (atis dileftF a 
qua ego non fui dignus-— And adds thar Scripture paſſage, Mary 
Daughters have done vertuouſly, but thou excelleſt them all : This 
Death of hers was ſomething ſurprizing becauſe her Diſtemiper being: 
an Ague, molt chought her bailable ; bur it proved otherwifez Andie 
was very deeply reſented by- her Husband. She brought him Two 
Children; Sammael and Anne Taylor, Samuel dyed young, but Anne our- 
live 
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lived her Father, of whom I ſhall ſpeak hereafter, $he bore him 
Two Children, Joſeph, who is alive, the genuine Son of a Worthy 
Father, He was alive when this was written: is now tranſlated to a 
better Life before this comes to be publiſhed : And Kachei! who dyed 

efore her Father, one that was glorious within , of excellent Un- 
derſtanding, Wit, and Memory, a Lover of every thing that was good, 
Now thovgh this afiction was very grievous, yet was it to my ob- 
ſervation wonderfully fanCtitied, greatly ſweetned and alienated. Jn 
my thoughts that Rod bloſſomed, ic was a growing time with him in 
Grace from that time, he was alwayes above his Fellows, but then a- 
bove himſelf, made ſenſibly a partakerof Gods Holineſs, and received 
the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs by that his Exerciſe - And it 
was greatly ſweetned and alienated by his Daughter in Law, Mrs, 
- Anne Taylor, the trife Daughter of her Mother, who was a A1Zary in 
her choice of the better part, and bore that Aﬀection tu her Father 
in Law, which few Natural Children equal, and ſcarce any exceed ; 
ſhe was asa Wife to him, as a Mother to his Children, a Governels 
to his Houſe. She took ail the Family Burdens on her {elf ; that he 
might be void of care, and ſerve God in his own buſineſs wichour di- 
ſrraCtion. She lived ſingle, ſhe cumbred her ſelf, would put her hand 
to every thing , ſhe was frugal, but not ſordid ; ſhe was a Reſtorer 
of his Life, and nouriſher of his Age : So that two great and Singular 
things may be ſaid of her, that never Man had fo great a lols ina Wife 
made up in a tender, prudeut, provideat Daughter in Law ; ſhe did 
the Duties of a Wife, a Mother, and yet lived and dyed a Virgin : Oh 
this many a time warmed this good Mans heart, and he would men- 
tion as a great and ous Act of Providence — Again all this ſhe did for 
his Works fake, for Gods fake, for the Goſpels ſake, in my appre- 
henſion what ſhe did is a good gloſs upon that Text, Philip. 4. 3. 
Where Paul mentions Women, that laboured with him in the Golpel, 
not in preaching, which is forbidden : butin good Offices in miniſtra- 
tions and ſervices proper for that Sex.- Such an one was Mrs. Anze 
Taylor, a Phebe, a Priſcilla, a Mary. She out-lived her Father ; but 
I am apt to think a great part of her Life dyed with him ; becauſe ic 
was ſo much bound up in his, 


Set, 5. His next Tryal was his divorce from his beloved People, 
Place and Work in publick, Azguſt 24. 1662. Bartholomew-day was 
black by the deſtruction of the Temple by the Chaldeans, about that 
. rime of the year — It was black by the Maſſacre in Paris , commen- 
,. Cing that day called Clades Bartho/omea— It is further black, by the 
' expulſion of Miniſters, ſtopping their Mouths, ſtripping them of their 
| Livelyhood, 
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Livelyhoods, turning them into the wide world without any thirds 
or viſible way of ſubſiftance— This day Mercy forſook the Earth; 
ſure, when ſo many of liberal Education muſt be pur to dig, beg,or 
Starve—- Hear O Heaven, be aftoniſht O Earth, Matth. 23. 37. 


CH AP. VIII. 


Of his Behavioar when and while an outed Miniſter which he 
was to the day of his Death, of his Removes, of his Way 
and Work, and of the various Providences, that betided him 
in that part of his Life. 


Se, 1, E ſupplicated Biſhop Hacker (whoſe Viſitation was not 

H long afrer) that he might have liberty to preach grars, 
at Dale Abby. He preſſed him to conforme, he anſwered his 
place was diſpoſed off, and could I have been ſatisfied to conforme, I 
ſhould not have left my own People ; but the place I mention having 
no Maintenance, is like to have no Miniſter; unleſs ſome body be 
ſuffered, whoſe Charity will ſend him out at his own Charge, the care 
of that, ſaith the Biſhop, muſt lye upon me, which if it did, he hath 
given account of it, for of any Miniſter ſent thither, I can give none ac- 
count. | 


Set, 2. At Michaelmas after Auguſt 24th, he removed to Little 
Eaton, a Town contiguous to Breadfall : Being loath to go far away, 
he took up in a place where he conflicted with tome difficulties ; but 
bare them, and (under ſome offers of greater Conveniencies) pitched 
his Tent there, and enjoying peace and quietneſs abode there three 
Years and an half, doing good according to his opportunities ; till a 
new publick ſtorm aroſe, even a rough Wind in a day of the Eaſt- 
Wind ; wherein man did not imitate , who ſtayeth his rough Wind 
in the day of the Eaſt-wind. Iſa. 27. 8. 


SefF. 3. And now comes the hurricane of the' Oxford Act, to 
ſcatter them, whom the Uniformity Act had removed, violently to 
toſs and turn them like a ball, to make them like Chaff before the 
Wind, and as a rolling thing before the Whirlwind. Thus did Re- 
venge purſue, without any new crime, or provocation, fmiting with 
a that reached Heaven : And thus they that were quiet im the 
Lo moſt have yo quiet in it ; = muſt be made as Vagabonds in 
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the Earth, and be like Dogs that have a twitch ſet upon their Tgils, 
that c3n reſt no where, bur muſt to their ſorrow, be put to find our 
the perpetual motion. Under this Act Mr. Zero fell ; was not like 
ro ſwear what he could not, durſt not ſay : So upon March 24..166£ 
he withdrew, leaving his deſirable Neighbourhood, and his beloved 
Family, and {ojourned at Ajhbby-de-la-Zoxch, . and in other places a- 
monglt his Friends, till 1Ldſimer ; Then removed his Family, and. 
with them went to Newthorp in Nottinghamſhire, June 29. 1666. that 
Houſe had inconveniencies, but the opportunities of Service over- 
ballanced, and there had fome Souls (its hoped.) cauſe to-bleſs God 
for his coming thither— But the Houle not being Healthful, he made 
another remove back again into Derbyſhire, taking an Houle ar Loſco ; 
after which remove he made none till carried to his long home. —., 


Sett, 4. April 2g. 166S. He came to Loſco, and there {at down; 
and fell ro his work— He had {ome ſubſtantial, ſound good men in 
this Neighbourhood, who did prize him, and whom he prized—. 
Now upon this Section 1 mult dwell a little ; and here 

x. 1 find him at Little-Earon, Newtborp, Loſco, &c. preaching the 
Goſpel as he had opportunity, -yet oft joyning in publick Worthip. 
He could be ſatisfied to be preſent at that Made of Worſhip, wherein 
he could not officiate. He made his Moderation kuown ; his Suffer- 
ings did notexalperate him. | 

2. When May to. 1679. was come, ' which made Conventicles a 
great crime, and any number above Five, beſides the Family, a Con- 
venticle, he Preached twice a dey in the bigeſt Familjes, and Four 
Perſons, with as many under Sixteen Years of Age, as would come, 
and then Repeated at home at night, 

3. In the Year 167;. the Declaration for the ſhort lived Indulgence 
came out, .he-was then ſet free, and had full Meetings. 

4. When that Declaration was recall'd, he held on doing ; but 
with the Caution which the Times forced him to, and his Prudence 
directed in'apparent danger ; forbearing, but yer never deſiſting, nor 
giving out ; and by this means he kept work on wheels, and expoſed 
not his Hearers, 

5- About thoſe times he Printed his firſt Book, or Sermons, being 
urged to Print fomething— And his latter Book he Printed, hecaute 
my Chriſtians acquainted him with their troubles, whom, he always 
comforted. and wrote that Book to cheap the Hearts, mu pinks the 
Countenances of them that walked drcqpingly— He himſelf would 
bechearful in Company, to wipe off the ſlander caſt upon Religion, 
that it makes men ſour, morole, and ſpqils good Company. 

"6. Here 


| 
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6: Here he did many govd Offices, and was ready to do Civil, and 
much more Spititual Kindnefſes ; though to his own trouble. 

7. He was Temperate in all things, in Meat, Drink, Sleep, Fat 
comperently at Noon, ſparingly at Night— Uled not to Drink be- 
twixt Meals, nor afrer Supper— A very cloſe Studerit; a great ob- 
ferver of what heread, and a careful collector of moſt material paf* 
fages which he could readily repair to, and would upon occaſion of 
Speech impart to his Friends— He abridged Mr. Fools Criticks, and 
added his own Excellent Collettions, and under his hand are there two 
Volumns upon the whole Scripture, in which I doubt not but there 
are things that entred not into the heads of Cricicks ; Rare things out 
of our belt practical Divines, Spiritual Glofſes, ani moſt percinent 
Inferences ; for they that Knew him, did know that he had an excel- 
lency this way—. I have ſometimes mentioned my own thoughts 
about ſome Scriptures, and he would read me out of his Books what 
his ſenſe was to very good purpoſe. 

8. He was Gray by that time he was Forty or before, but though 
the Almond-Tree flouriſhed, they that looked our of the Windows 
were not darkened. His Sight was ſomething ſhort ; but it held long, 
exceeding good to the laſt ; he never uſed Spectacles, could read a 
li:tle Print without difficulty, wrote by an indifferent Light, readily 
and wel]. 

9. He was ſwift to hear his Brethren, took heed how he heard. 
He would tell his very friends, that never any could take any thing 
ill from him, where they miſſed it in any paſſages in a Sermon ; and 
tome that now live, acknowledge themſelves much beholden to him 
for they knew he was accurate, though not nice; truly critical, tho' 
not cenſorious ; exactly methodical, though not limiting others ; 
but left them to their own method and way. In one of his new 
Books he ſets down thus, Graces eminent in Mr, Martin Topham, 
mentioned by Mr. John Oldfield, in his Sermon at his Funeral, No- 
vember 3. 1658, which I defire to iniitate, the particulars follow in 
the cloſe, — Go thon and do likewiſe : Subſcribing 7. H. A like ex- 
tract there is out of Mr. Afhes Funeral Sermon. 

10, Be was zealous for God, and his motion like natural motion, 
was quickeſt in its end. In many of his Books where he writ his 
Name, he adds to it, Ziawny, be zealous , which conſidering the 
man, and his courle, ſhewed the temper of his heart. 

11. At Loſco he faw his Son diſpoſed to a Branch of a Religious 


Family, and ſhe her ſelf truly fo, the Daughter of an old Puritan, 


the Siſter of the very ſearching Mr. Joſeph — * _ of 
things; and very happy 
OO the 


Vertue, conſiderably endowed as to Wor 
E 2 


25 The Life of Mr. Hieron, &c. 


they were in each other— God hath made her fruitful. Her Father 
in Law had great content in her, and was very ſenſible of this good 
Providence - He 1taw a Child Born, that bears his Name. 

12. This Loſco remove was a very happy one to Mr. Hieron, and 
was a matter of Song to him in the houle of his Pilgrimage— Here 
was a great gathering to him from many quarters. Te the Carkals 
the Eagles gathered, He was next to a publick place here, had great 
numbers, and preached as in his former dayes. Here.in alittle time 
he had a choice Society of ſerious Souls ; amongſt whom he admini- 
fired the Sacrament in its ſtated rimes, with its wonted.preparations z 
amongſt theſe he had conſtant dayes of Prayer, which upon emergent. 
occaſions were mukiplyed, and very frequent— Here God gave him 
much. ſucceſs, the Goſpel got much ground ; fome- brought in, and 
others brought on. ; many that were bad made good, and the good 
much better ; ſome were planted, and others watered ; ſome got 
root, and others better rooted. He was as Joſeph, fruitful in a 
range Land ; and becauſe of this forgot his ſorrow ; he ſaw God 
had directed his removes for the furtherance of the Goſpel ; led him 
not amongſt heaps of ſtones, as it's ſaid, Beda's Lad led him, bur 
was ſent into ſeveral places to. help them. God led him into places, 
where were well affected people, willing to hear, and were glad ar 
heart of him— They flucked in as Doves to the windows, and many 
werethe Children of this deſolate Man, he laboured not in-vain, he 
facrilegiouſly deſerted not his Miniſtry, and the Lord forſook not him. 
It may be faid of him in a proportion, as was Prophetically faid of 
John Baptiſt, Luk, 1. 15, 16, 17. and actually of Barnabas, Acts 
11. 24- he turned many to the Lord, much people was added to the 
Lord by him. Acts 11. 21. The hand of the Lord was with this 
ſeattered Servant of God, and ſome numbers believed, and. turned to 
the Lord. 

13. From hence he-wrote many Letters, upon divers occaſions, to 
ſeveral Perſons ro. very good purpoſe ; they are- of the- ſame make 
with his Sermons as he Printed ; fo his conſtant Preaching was ; he 
went abroad in the ſame Cloaths he- wore at home: As he-Preached, 
ſo-he \\rote-; fuctias his Sermons, ſuch. his Letters ;: proving him- 
ſelf, as was ſaid of Ezra, a ready ſcribe Ezra 7. 6. in the word whici» 
the Lord had given. A great wiſdom he had: in bringing. down gene- 
ral Rules to particular Caſes; he manifeſted in them great concern foy 
Souls, and faithfulneſs ro them, Same of thole-ſhall be inſerted in the 
laſt Chapter of this Treatiſe 

14. Here God much appeared to him in many ſhines upon his 
Heart—. The inward: movements. of his Soul I have ſhewed- iv. the 
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outward Indications of them ; but there are ſome ſhort hints of Gods 
dealings with him, left under his ou n hand, which. ſpake him to be a 
Man of Communion with God, that there were exchanges of Love 
betwixt God and him. Some of them were before his coming hither ; 
but moſt of chem at Loſco— Some of them the aQtings of Grace in 
bis own Heart, and ſome of them Gods gracious dealings with him 
in wayes of quickenings and comforts, 


A Catalogue of Deliverances, ſince 1642, 


r. From my Impriſonment by Sir Francis. Wortley, from Plunder- 
ing my Houſe by Sir Rich, Firz. Herbert, when his men Plundered ſome 
i: Aſhborn 

2. From being taken at Chillington, it being taken, when I was with 
Captain Jackſon on our way thither. 

3- From Wingfheld Mannor, which ftood nine Moneths after my 
coming to Breadfall ; from Aſhby, Tutbury, and all Enemies ; I be- 
in ſetled at Breadfall a Tear and 4 half before thoſe Garriſons were 
taken, yet all the time never affrighted, Laus Deo : i. e. Thank to 
God, 

4. From Mr. H. who oft puſhed at me ; yet the Lord upheld me. 

5. My Hay was preſervea,, when others had theirs carried away, 
1648, 

6. My Sheep narrowly eſcaped in a Flood. 

7. The Hovel fell, my Carts under and Corn above all ſaved, 

8. The Outhouſes fell, May 1. 1655. many Cattle and ſome Horſes 
in them, yet none killed, nor had any conſiderable hurt ; a ſmall matter 
keeping the fallen Timber off them, 

9. My Houſe and Goods preſerved from Thieves all along for ſeve- 
ral years, 

10. Rachel, i. e. his Daughter in eminent danger of Death, reſcued 
by Prayer. 

: I NG Wife filled with Joy at ber departure. Laus Deo. 

12. My Mares feet ſhot From under her upon an Ice, ſuddenly ſhe 
fell one way, 1 another : No harm. Lavus Deo. 

13- Mare fell with me coming from Wickſworth, No harm, 
_ Faus Deo. 

14. Feb. laf?, 1670.. 4s 7 went to Nottingham, : Mare fell on me, 
lay.on my Leg long, is ſwelled, no Bone broken. Laus Deo. 


Thus much- of Deliverances Noted and Recorded ; And then 
come Mercies which he ranks thus ; Mercies Publick ; Peace, the. 
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Goſpel. Domeftical ; What Parents Education, Wife, Children, 
Servants, God hath bleſſed me with — Perſonal Privative Dangers, 
Sickneſs gelivered- from — Poſtrive Health— Exrernal Wealth=— 
Repute— Of Mind= Commtofty my Eye fight is good. Lans Deo. 
oO encreaſed Grace, Victory, what gain Glory to 
God— Edification ro others, what Almes— What ſhall 1 render ? 


Further in his Private Notes. 


A Catalogue of Sins= Sins in Youth- In another place Sins to be 
reformed by Grace, walk humbly, thankfully watch, return not to 
folly after peace ſpoken —= May 16. 1658. If overtaken with Anger 
after a Sacrament. A note thereon, and once followed with a 1:/c- 
rere mei, Deus. | 


Theſe are things that diſcovered Grace, and were exerciſes of it. 
I now ccme to Experiences mentioned in his ſecret Record. 


Oftob. 27. 1658. I was not well, had a pain in my Belly from 
fide to fide in the beginning of the Night, I feared falling into Sick- 
neſs— Communed with my heart upon my Bed, had thoughts of 
Death, my Conſcience ſpake peace to me, the light of Gods Coun- 
tenance ſhone into me, I was fully aſſured of Gods Mercy to me, 
if Ihad dyed at that time. -T had no doubt of my eternal happineſs 
for which Mercy I give God praife, and deſire to record it, with 
much thankfulneſs. 

But I ſlept well that night, was well next day, continued well, 
for which Mercy, double Mercy, the Lord be magnified. 

Janiary, 1659. By night on my Bed I awaked, had fweet com- 
fort, the King led me into the Wine-cellar. Bleſs the Lord, O my 
Soul. April 10. A Communion in zoftro Thalamo ; 3. e. in our Bed- 
Chamber, April 8. We faſted, I wasin a reaſonable good frame ; 
- but had ſyime diſturbance : April g.'1 was very dull, no quickening, 
, no-comfort ; I read, I reviewed the Catalogue of my Sins, but was 

ſtill dull. After five a Clock I went to ſecret Prayer for leſs than 
half an hour ; after which I'was chearful, -full of comfort, fo con- 


tinued that night and next day, much enlarged in comfort, God ſpake | 


peace to my heart. 1 was lively in Prayer, in Adminiſtration, in the 
whole Service. Bleſs the Lord O my Soul | Auguſt 2. 1664. I went 
to Bed with ſome pain, ſlept not, had no eaſe, walked in the Houle 
all night, dull at firſt, but after chearful, had ſome good thoughts, 


the light of Gods Countenance ſhone on my Soul all night, 1 was 
as willing 


: 
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willing todye, por gueſtioning ray effate ; byt if I dyed I houlg be 
happy. About four a Clock m the Morning I had eaſe, was well prey 
lently afcer; fell ro work gll day, at Night voided a. Stone, ſlept all 
Night very well, {0 continue to this day, Auguſt 19. Immoartaf 
Praile b2 to God that healeth me ; but I render not” to God according. 
to his benglts. 

Decemb. 2. 4. 8. 1654. We ſought God, received Sacrament,. 
returned Praile, I wps duil before ; was graciouſly enlarged in Prayer, 
in Adminiſtration, had Comfort in Receiving, I was dull again _ 
Thankigiving, Read a while in Baxter and H4r744, and much enlarg- 
ed. in Duty, had {weer Peace at Sacrament, and after Praile, the Lord 
ſealed to-me Jelus Chriſt, Covenaue of Grace, aud Pardon of Sia. 
O bleſs the Lord, O my Soul. 

March 1. 1664. We {ſpent ſome time in Humiliation at our Houſe 
by Night, was inlome good meaſure enabled ; in the Morning in a 

frame, poured our my Heart in ſecret, had much Comfort and 
Peace, bleſs the Lord, Q my Soyl, and. fo, have had ever fince. : Alſo 
at Sacrament, April 2. 1665. What ſball I render ? So January 16. 
1665. At Sacrament much enlarged in Adminiſtration and. Comforrt.. 
Praiſe fo Gqd. 

7ime 6, 1666. Early at five I awaked, had ſweet Meditations of 
Gods Love and gregt Comfort, after ſome clouds and ſcruples, God 
enlarged my Heart, aud /put gladnels, more then when Corn and Wine 
encreaſed. Lord grant I may,abide i his Love. 

April 2.: r667. An Ague fiezed me after four fits, ſent for Mr, 
Erannet, he gave mea bicter, Nraughe, which ſweat me an hour be- 
fore the Fic : { had no more Firs, nor Relaple, 7 bleſs God, In the 
beginning dull and, dark, but after a Night or two. ſweet Comforr, 
and fo continue:h to this day, bleſſed be God ; — Atay 2. 1667. I 
returned thanks among Chriſtians on this Text, P/al. 103. 3. Who 
bealeth all thy difeaſes. 

July 5. 1668. A Sacrament at our Houſe, I was much enlarged in: 
Adminiſtration, in Receiving, in! Meditation, Examination a day or 
two before, had {weer peace and full aſſurance. Praiſe be ro God. 

March 3. 1668. I awoke ar four in the Morning, had ſweer Me» 
dirations and Communion with God, Peace and fall aſſurance, Bleſſed 
be God. | : 

Feb: 11. 69. 1 awoke! at fix jn the Morning, 'had. Peace, full Afﬀy- 
rance, "Joy in the Holy Ghoit, that God,was mine, all his Actribpres,. 
Chriſt, his Blood — Holy . Ghoſt, Ward, Promiles, | Providences, , 
Comfort in all, in Death it (elf, and Chriſts comiug to Judgment.. 
What [hall I render to. the Lord, \% 

Feb..8;. 


32 The Life of Mr. Hieron, &c. 


Feb. 8. 12. 1671. 1 prepared according to my wonted manner, 
was aſſiſted, enlarged, had a good day. Praiſe ro God. 

May 12. 1672. I meditated on Gods Preſence, was Chearful and 
—— enlarged in Heart all day ; it was Lords day. Praiſe 
to Goa. 

=_ 30. A Sacrament enlarged much, had a good day. Praiſe 
fo Goa. 

Auguſt 31. At Morning Prayer in the Parlour I was much enlarg- 
ed, with broken-heartedneſs ; had Joy and Peace of Conſcience gra- 
cioully. Ever bleſs the Lord, O my Soul. 

Aug. 3. 1673. Sacrament, as alſo April 13. in both I was much 
enlarged, had ſweet peace, a good day. Ever bleſſed be God : Praiſe 
the Lord. And watch (O my Soul |) againſt paſſion, idle words, vain 
thoughts in Prayer. 

Novemb. 2. God graciouſly enlarged me in Adminiſtration, Sealed 
me, Cc. What ſhall I render to the Lord ? O bleſs the Lord, my Soul : 
See, watk, worthy of God, So in Feb. 8. 1673. and May 24. 1674. 
and Auguſt 16. God was gracious to me then. Decemb. 6. 1674. 
How excellent is thy loving kindneſs | A good day. Praiſed be God. 
Jan. 11. 1676. Ableſſed day, Praiſe to God. Tune 13. 1680, A 
joyful day. Praiſe to God. 


Theſe are ſome hints : But Oh that I had his enlargements upon 
them to impart ! Surely theſe things are like ſmal] Points and Marks 
in Maps that ſtand for Towns and (Countries : But Spiritual Eyes can 
in theſe diſcern what Spirit Mr. John Hieron was off. A Man that 
lived near himſelf by Obſervation, and near God by Communion ; 
A great receiver from God, and yet never ſo much as fingering any 
part of the Honour due to God, 


CHAP. IX. 


Of his drawing to his end, of the Sickneſs of which he dyed, 
of his Death and Burial. 


Eath threw not this good Man down the ſtairs, but he was led 
Lime by many declming ſteps. He had little Deaths, that 
were forerunners of great Death ; decayes before diſſolution. 

' The foundation of his Diſtempers began in that ſore Feaver, which 
he had in Winter, 1661. which followed an ill Fir, which he broughr 


upon 
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upon himſelf by overdoing in Fan. 1655. The Feaver did in the 
thoughts of ſome endanger him ; but he broke through that brunr, 
He had a ſecond fit of the Stone 1664, and a third 1665. In April, 
1657. ſome fits of an Ague. In March, 67, 68, Not well after 
his pains, had two fits of an Ague; yet ina Fortnights time returned 
to his work, and Preached twice, on 15 March and the 22th. he 
{pent himſelf, that he __ loſt his Voice, In Feb. 68. 69. Humours 
{tirred, as the year before, his pains made his Throat fore, and the 
Ague was feared ; but by Gods Bleſſing on fone means uſed, pre- 
vented Ir was obſerved about this time of the year, he could woe 
bear his pains, than at other times. Jan. 77. Want of Health for- 
ced him to take up, and to Preach but once a day, March 78. He 
ſwooned once, or twice, was lick after, had two Ague fits, was for 
ſome time diſabled wholly. April, 81. An Ague, though not many 
firs. July 27. A fore Ague fit ; but it was but an Ephemeris, (as 
the Phyſitian called it) but had no more fits. Auguſt 75. He returned 
to Preaching once a day, and fo continued (though under an Epide- 
mical Diſtemper which wasin Oftober) till the 26th of February when 
he preached his laſt Sermon : For March 2. he was forced to riſe to 
get breath : The humours, that ſtirred in former years at Spring in 
Agues, now appeared in a worle form, differing from former Ni- 
ſtempers : Some thought it a Dropſie, ſome a Tympanites ; but Ju- 
dicious Mr. Cranwell 1aid from the beginning, it was a decay of Na- 
ture, whereby his Blood was ſtagnated ; and ſo itproved. All Win- 
ter before his death he came down ſtairs puffing and blowing ; and 
ſaid one Morning, (when diſturbances in Religious Exerciſes were 
much expected) If they will let me alone a while, I ſhall not trouble 
them long. 

His greatly concerned Society came to his Houſe, and ſpent a day 
in Prayer, his weaknefs would not admit him to be in the room with 
them ; yet would he come to crave a Bleſſing ; and did ſo ; and then 
faid to them, If you put up any Petition for me, Pray that God would 
ry me Paticnce ; we are apt to faint under long weakneſs : And then 

efr them, and returned to pronounce the Bleſſing, and gave them 
this farewel Speech ; 7 thought to ſpeak, to you, it grieves me for your 
ſakes : But if God have any more work for me to do, he is able to raiſe 
me up again; if not, as David ſaid, here I] am, lethim do with me 
what ſeemeth him belt : 7 deſire ro ſubmit to his will whether for Life 
or Death ; but I would have you ſtill be earneſt after the Word ; and if 
you cannot enjoy it powerfully Preached at home, you muſt be content to 
take pains for it ; as an hungry man will do, if he want bread ; travel 
for it, and do not think, your labour ill beſtowed. Remember you have 
F enjoyed 
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enjoyed the Word along time, Now twice ſcven years and upwards I 
have been cont inued with you, and for the mo5t part with great liberty, 
and I hope not without ſome good effett, Oh bleſs God that you have 
enjoyed the Goſpel fo long. It bath been your priviledge to have the 
Word nigh you, when others have travelled for it 3 and now if it be 
your lot to take pains, be not weary of well-doing, kyowing, that in due 
time you ſhall reap, if you faint not. Go on as you have begun. The 
Promiſe is to them that continue in well doing ; Be faithful unto Death, 
and I will give thee a Crown of Life. "This was June 21. 82, 

Fane 22, He had anill fit of the Stone which he never recovered ; 
but declined faſt after it ; much faſter than any time before. Zune 25. 
He had a touch of the Apoplexy or Palfie, for his Speech faltered. 
He ſpake not right, 26. : He was dull and ſleepy, 27 : On 3o. anill 
fit of the Stone. Beginning of July, grows reſtleſs, weary of all 
poſtures, Sleep went away, Hands ſwelled, looked blackiſh, his 
Pulſe tolow that it was not perceived, weary of bed, weary up.ANeigt - 
bour bidding him farewel, and wiſhing him a good night ; he added 
himſelf, 27d an happy diſſolution, when the Lord pleaſeth. Thus it 
was, 1. 2. 3. 4. of July, the 5th they expected, that. watched, he 
would have dyed, went not to Bed ; the 6th he blew ſhort, ask'd 
how he did, he faid, weak, : Asked his dear Mrs. Anne Taylor, will 
you go to Prayer ? which they did ; and recurning, found him in ap- 

arance as we left him ; but he changed his Colour ſuddenly, and 
dyed in his Chair, ſomething before Nine in the Morning, being 
within Two Moneths of Seventy Four Years of. Age. He dyed in 
the Commencment Week, when he had been Maiter of Arts juſt 
Fifry Yeats; and an Ordained Mmiſter above Fifry Two Years ; in 
which time he hath Preached at Sixty Six Churches and Chappels in 
Derbyſhire ; and at y_ out of Derbyſhire : And at little Santua- 
ries, fince his excluſion from the publick exerciſe of his Miniſtry, 
who knows how many. He lyes Interred in the Chancel at Heanor, 
where Jeſus Chriſt is the guardian of his Duſt, till, the Reſurrection 
of the Juſt, to conſummate Happineſs of his whole Perſon, 

Thus is his courſe fulfilled, his good fight is fought ; he fo run that 
he hath obtained ; he 13 gone into that Heaven which came down into 
him here : He lived not to be reſtored ro Bread/all Parlonage 5 but 
he is preferred to a Dignity far exceeding all Eccleſiaſtical Dignities 
here. He hath a City inſtead of a Country Tawn. . He hath a Re- 
Qory over many Cities, Lug 19. 17, 19. For he was a good and 
faithful Servant ; he had Talents and improved them for his Maſter. 
He did win Souls, and now wears a Crown, He was difſeailed of a 
good Miniſterial encouragement, but preached on, laboured. on, and 
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now he hath a Prophets Reward. Matth. 10. 41. He abounded in the 
work of the Lord ; and now God hath his Medals for ſuch, Dar. 
12. 3. high degrees of Glory. He was a Veſſel of big ze and bore. 
He had a great-meaſure of Grace, and laboured much in the Lord, 
and for the Lord ; and therefgre his meaſures of Glory, his Reward 
is accordingly : . 1 Cor. 3. $, Every man ſhall receive his own reward, 


- according to bis own labour, net only in kind, but degree, He was 8 


plentiful Seed{man, and his reaping is accordingly. He hath paſſed 
the pikes, ſerved the will of God in his Generation ; he is fallen 
alleep; he is gathered to his Fathers, He was not found naked, but 
in the Ornaments of Chriſts Righteouſnels and Grace; and therefore 
we may exprels a confidence concerning him , that he is cloathed 
upon in his Soul with his Houſe from Heaven, and that his Duſt reſts, 
his Fleſh reſts in hope, &c. Non-Couformity caſt him out of the 
Publick Service of the National Church ; but is no bar to his admiſſt- 
on into Heaven z for he did afſent throughly, and conſent cordially 
to the Covenant of Grace. He did depend on Chriſt entirely, did 
obey fincerely, and the Covenant of Grace (like the Ark'ſtanding in 
Jordan, till all the Jſraclites were paſſed over) hath landed him afe 
in Heaven. 

The ſure Mercies of David have not failed him, nor will fail us, 
if we follow his Faith, his Practice : Which I haſten to. 


CHaSE9E 
Of the Uſes to be made of the Life of this Man of God, in 


certain Refleftions and Corollaries. 


SeF, 1. Ethinks, I ſhould be greatly wanting to my Duty in 

writing this Life, if 1 ſhould not add ſomething by 
way of Improvement of it, I have endeavoured to make this good 
Man known to them, that knew him not ; and to make him better 
and more fully known to them that knew him ; but what is all this 
to the main purpoſe, if I ſhoulgnor ſay ſomerhing ro make him 
known for good, that we may be ſomething bettered by this know- 
ledge ? I have ever judged a Sermon lame, let the Doctrinal part be 
never ſo well handled, if it wanted its Application. I know this 
Narrative, that ſpeaks of him, ſpeaks to us; but alas who is not 
wanting to himſelf in Applicative knowledge ! Whar a vaſt diſtance 
do many of us find betwixt our Heads and our Hearts ? How little 
F 2 JC 


36 The Life of Mz. Hieron, &c. 


do we carry on of a practical deſign, in our reading of dead Mini- 
ſters, or in our hearing of the living Miniſters ? 

The Van here mentioned (Reader,) is a part of the Cloud of 
Witnefſes, wherewith we are encompaſſed. Suffer me to do what I 
can to put ſome Life into this Life. I know I cannot do it ; all quick- 
ning comes from God ; yet in Miniſterial Excitations God many 
times ſhews himſelf a quickening God : I will lay my Wood in or- 
der, and wait ror Heavens Fire : I will propheſie according to my 
flender proportion, and will hope for Gods commanding the Wind 
ro blow, that brings the Breath of Life with it. I know every Let- 
ter | have written, or can write, is dead ; but whilſt I am ſtirring 
up my felf and you, God can (if he fo pleaſe) make words ſpirit of 
Life, make them quick and powerful. I fain would ſpeak, write 
nothing, but words of truth and ſoberneſs. 1 am ſenſible in ſome 
things I muſt ſay, I ſhall not pleaſe ſome ; but I muſt pleaſe God, in 
uttering the deep thoughts of my heart upon this occaſion. Bear 
with me, ſuffer my heart to have a little vent. If you will interpret 
as Charitably as (I hope) I mean honeſtly, you will take no offence at 
any thing that falls from my Pen, who have followed inoffenſivenels, 
ſo far as I could do it with faithfulneſs. 


COROLL ART r. 


Se. 2. Suffer me to prevent prejudice, and anticipate ſome Obje- 
tions or Exceptions that I eaſily foreſee may be made. 

Obj. 1. Oh, may ſome ſay how do you kyow theſe things you write 
of Ar. John Hieron ? 

Anſm. Many things I know of mine own knowledge, and for 
things that I do not know, I have very credible Information from 
them, that have reaſon to know : My minutes concerning him are from 
a very knowing friend, one of higheſt advantages to know, a Man of 
great Obſervation and hath a good Memory, but truſts it not ; one of 

reat veracity, that is too well bred a perſon to uſe any impious 

auds, and fo much ar: honeſt man and truly tender, that he dares not 
uſe any of thoſe that are called- (though miſcalledy Pious Frauds, de- 
ceitful talk for God. He cannot, #dare not love, nor make ſo much 
as an officious lye. 

Obj. 2. Oh, but you Nonconformiſt s lean'to your Party, and magni 
fie your own out of meaſure. 
 Anſw. 1. Weloveour Party ; but we confine not our love within 
our Party. Welove all good men, and do them right ; own that of 
God that is in them, We love the amiable according to-the- degree 
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of Divine Goodnels that is impreſſed on them, We ſhould not love 
God ſincerely, nor them aright, if we did not do fo. We never had 
been a diſtinguiſht Party, it you had nor forced us: to be fo, by im- 
poſing terms we cannot bear. We ftand to- it, we are no-Sectaries, 
nor Schiimaticks : In Gods Judgment we ſhall not be called ſo. 

Anſw. 2. We love dear (now bleſſed) Mr. Heron; he was a glory 
to his younger fellow-ſufferers, his gray head was a Crown to- our 
green h-ads; but yet we love the Truth better. We can donothing 
againſt the '1 ruth, ought ro ſay nothing prejudicial to Truth ; we 
will not break a Commandment of God to ſet oft a man. 

Anſw. 3. My Heart reproacheth me not about this Life of his, 
that I have drawn any Line, bur what was jn his Face : That ] have 
laid on any falſe Colours, but what were agreeable to his Complexion, 
Look how much 1 have fallen ſhort, I am not ſenſible that I have ex- 
ceeded ; we muſt have leave to magnifie them, that God hath mag. 
nified ; we muſt not obſcure them, that God hath made to ſhine. I 
have only tranſcribed my own apprehenſions- of him, without any 
love of error, and as far as I could, have kept from errors of loye. 
I muſt confeſs my great affections to him, and veneration of him z 


but I have watched againſt my Aﬀections bribing, or byaſhng my 
Judgment, 


COROLLARY 2. 


Set. 3. Let mehence plead with men of Antiminiſterial Principles: 

If this Book fall into your hauds, read and conſider to- your Convicti- 
on, Ohgo not on to deny and decry the Office, and the Officers, 
Lay your hands upon your mouth. Ceale to vilifte Gods Miniſters, 
and the Miniſtry. Ler your Ignorance drivel no more. Let your 
rancorous Minds vomit no more Reproaches. Let your ſpightful, 
envious Minds, full of malignity, belch out no more unſavoury, noy- 
ſome Language. Lo, here is a man: that we offer to-you as a-proof 
of the Miniſtry, We have many ſuch as he. Our Quiver is full of 
luch, who make us not aſhamed to ſpeak to the enemies of the Mi- 
niſtry in the gate. Will you call Mr. John Fheron a Wolf, that did 
lo feed the Church of God ? Will you call him an Hireling, that 
Preached as many Sermons f&r nothing, as when he had his place ; 
that made the Goſpel without charge ? Will you call him: a limb of 
Antichriſt, that was a pleader againſt Babylon ? Will you Blaſphems 
the Holy Gholt in the Gifts and Graces beſtowed. on- him, the appa- 
rent fruir of Chriſts Aſcenſion ? Will you fay he caſt out Devils by 
Beelz.chub t Will you queſtion his Call, that Heaven.hath-put ſo-many 
Seals, 
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Seals to? Shall a Man of God be called a Prieſt of Baal ? Sha'l a 
Prieſt cloathed with Salvation by God, be called by you a Chemarim ? 
Do you ſeek a proof of Chriſt ſpeaking in a man ? Lo here it is! 
Do you not know, he-was no reprobate ; however he and others 
have been reprobated by you ? Oh, return to more ſober Minds, and 
= a better Judgment on the Miniſtry = will you be guilty of 
0 great ingratitude, as to account this great gift of Chriſt as filth, off- 
ſcouring, refuſe ? W ny will you ſtrengthen the prejudices of a carnal 
corrupt World, againſt thole that would awaken and mend them ? 
Why will you lend your mouths to Satan, to reproach the Servants of 
the moſt high God ? For if your Language be not the hiſfing of the 
Serpent, I know not what is. Can wrath, clamour, bitterneſs, be 
from the Holy Spirit, who expreſly declares himſelf grieved by it ? 
Do you not quench the Spirit, by defpiſing Prophets, and teaching 
others to de{pile AY Whole Errand are you on ? Whole 
deſign do you drive but Papilts, who have transformed themlelves in- 
to various ſhapes ; but agree in this, to wound the Miniſters ? 
Whence do you fetch your Arguments againſt the Miniſtry ; but 
from Socinians, which | the Deity of Chriſt ? Why will you 
credit them againſt the Miniſtry, that deſtroy the Foundation-ſtone of 
Chriſtianity ? 


COROLLARY 3. 


Seft., 4. Give me leave, O you, that had an hand in contriving, in 
forming, in eſtabliſhing the Act of Uniformity, to ſhew you what 
manner of Men fell by it, and before it ; the Man whoſe Character I 
have given you, and _ of the ſame Spirit and Character, were 
driven out of their places / the Act of Uniformity, fled before the 
Oxford A&t, and were all endangered, and many of them were 
malled by the Conventicle Act. What evil had they done ? Surely, 
nothing - in God had declared to be Sin ; but what thoſe Acts made 
Crimes. Were the Penalties proportionate to the Crimes ? Did you 
indeed ſpeak Righteouſneſs, O Congregation ? Did ye indeed judge 
uprightly, O ye Sons of Men ? Do you know what Spirit you were 

» When you raiſed ſuch a Storm, ſuch a dry Wind, not to fan, nor 
to cleanſe the floor of Chaff ; but to blow away the Wheat ? When 
you threw this fire into the Sanctuary, where was your Chriſtian Cha- 
rity ? From whence were your Politicks fetcht from,to begin ſo fiercely 
to. lay the foundatons of reſtored Monarchy, and reſtored Prelacy in 
the civil death of ſo many, and diſobliging ſo conſiderable a number 
of the ſtanch men of this Kingdom, that had thele Miniſters " _ol 

earts 
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hearts? Was this a winning way ? Did this commend the Govern- 
ment in Church or State * What fo dear to the ſober part of men in 
this Nation, as their good Miniſters * When men take them away, 
they are ready to ſay, what have we more ? Better the Sun did not 
ſhine, then Chry/iſtome not Preach. Who can read love to a Nation 
in ruining of Synagogues ? Brown bread with the Goſpel is better to 
{erious Souls, then white bread without it ; . yea the bread and water 
of Affliction, is good fare to them that can ſee their Teachers : Oh 
that you ſhould {tretch out y our hands to vex certain of the Church! 
Such work ſhould be lefr to ſuch as Herod was. \Why would you 
make ſo great a cry in the houſes of 7ſraelires ? Why would = put 
the praying ſeed to make lo many complaints 11 Heaven to their Fa- 
ther againſt you? Why would no petitions for peace (fo pathetick) move 

ou ? Why would no conſiderations of the mutability of Humane 
affairs, the {ight of the turnings of the wheel of Providence, the 
ſence of your own palt ſufferings, which poſhbly might return again, 
ſoften you, moderate you ? Why had you no prolpect of the evil 
that might be upon the Earth, to induce you to ſhew Mercy, and 
ſtore up Mercy for your ſelves againſt ſuch a time ? Did youdo as 
you would that men ſhould do to you ? Oh, if into any of your 
hands, whom this Corollary concerns, this Book falls, I entreat you 
ro give my words an impartial Reading, tread your violent ſteps back 
in grezt indulgence, If there be any thoughts of comprehenſion, let 
there be no ſnares. Let the Rules of Chriſtianity make ir, we that 
are old, ſhall make no {trains of our Conſciences, we will lye in our 
Irons ſtill, knowing Death will ere long releaſe us ; rather than have 
our liberty, by yielding to ſay or do _— that cannot be done with- 
out a great many diſtinctions. We defire ro be dealt plainly with, 
and to deal plainly with all the World, We are reſolved againſ all 
conditions that are ſinful ; and we ſhall not willingly do any Fog that 
is doubtful, or carries an appearance of evil, or may give any co- 
lour of ſuſpicion, that we do depart from our Principles ; we would 
advance in Reformation, and not be tempted to any retrograde ſteps. 
If you will lay the Bible betwixt us and you, it ſhall, like an enqui- 
ry at Abel, end the matter. If our Bible lead us to you, we will 
follow it : We have heard of late dayes ſome ſpeeches of tenderneſs 
to Diſſenters, when our cup ſcemed to paſs over to you : Now we 
are waiting to feel it. If any true remorſe do touch your hearts, 
you will become good Samaritains, and your kindneſs will exceed 
your rigours, you will pour into oor wounds Oyl and Wine inſtead. 
of Vinegar. Oh, [ beſeech you think, (as I may allude to a Scrip- 
ture Hiſtorical paſſage) what manner of mien you flew (civilly) at 
Bar. 
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Bartholomew day : [ o, here I have preſented you with one,that reſers- 
bled the Apoſtles, the Evangeliſts, yea imitated the great Shepherd 
and Biſhop of Souls. This Man, and many ſuch you ſet aſide, the 
precious Sons of Zjor, comparable to fine Cold, how were they 
eſteemed by you as Earthen pitchers ? Yea, the Natzarires purer 
than Snow, whiter than Milk, - more ruddy than Rubies, their po- 
liſhing of Saphire ; their Viſage made as black as a Coal by you, 
they are not known in the ſtreers ; will you not remember the Bacttle, 
an] do no more. Again, do not you fee who have practiſed upon 
you, Whole Agents you have been, whole hand is in theſe things ? 
Have they not been ſervices to Rome, difſervices to the Church of 
England, made her appear as a Stepmother to her belt Children ? 
As if ſhe was become cruel, like the Oſtriches in the Wilderneſs. 
Hath not this ſtrictneſs about Ceremonies been managed by Papilſts 
in dilguiſe ? Have not the ſame hands inlarged that ſtrictnels ? And 
ſhall we ftill goon? Is ir not enough that you have done their jobbs, 
till they had like to have ſerved all our turns ? ( Bleſſed be that 
Providence that prevented it in the nick of time ) but muſt we, will we 
go on now our eycs are openeed ? Oh, work not with them, bur 
counter-work them. Fe not tenacious of what. is theirs, caſt out 
their houſhold-ſtuff. Botch no more in Reformation, purge out the 
old leaven and ler ns be made a new lump : Let us keep the things 
wherein the Kingdom of Chriſt is, and part with thoſe things where- 
init isnot. Take not of Babylon a ſtone for a corner, a ſtone for 
foundations, dafh her little ones againſt the ſtones. Let the obſerva- 
tions go, wherewith the Kingdom of Chriſt comes not. Are all the 
ſignificant Ceremonies ſo ſignificant, as one Sermon of Mr. John 
Hierons ? Have they that in them to excite, that energy, that Miniſte- 
rial excitation hath ? Where's the promiſe of Gods preſence with 
them, that the qualified, ſent, Miniſtry have and can plead 5 Were 
it not much better that (like Po//io's glaſſes) they were broken to pieces, 
than that one good mans mouth was ſtopt, becauſe he cannot 1wallow 
them ? And further, are we ſo full of Miniſters, truly ſo called in 
England, that we can ſpare ſo many of our Labourers, and turn them 
off at once ? Many thinking men judge a plurality of Miniſters need- 
ful in moſt places, and know not how any Miniſter of Conſcience can 
accept plurality of places ; but it ſeems you thought, there 1s ſuch 
plenty of Miniſters, as to disband ſo many good Souldiers was no lols. 
When in Queen Elizabeths time ſhe was inſtigated by ſome ill affected 
to the Miniſtry, (very probably the diſguiſed Papiſts, that the Re- 
verend Dr Burnet \{uggeſts) to abridge the number of Preachers ; 
E. G. then Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury was much troubled at it, and 
; wrote 
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wrote a ſerious, zealous, learned, ſtrenuous, ſinewy Letter to her, 
urgeth the many hands uſed about Solowons Temple, and many very 
rtinent Scriptures, to prove that the Goſpel ſhould be very plentt- 
fully preached, and that plenty of Labourers ſhould be ſent into'Gods 
Harveſt ; fo great and large, -as that it requires not few, but many 
Labourers. Oh-caft your eyes upon that Letter, it may make you 
mourn for what you have done, and* melt you into great tenderneſs, 
Furthermore, perceive you not how unproſperons your method hath 
been ; ſee you not how you prevail nothing : If you thought to rip 
up the womb of Puritanifm you have. but made ic more fruitful, 
There is ten of the Puritan perſwaſion for one formerly, (I wiſh 
though, that one of the ten were the true old Puritan). See you not 
fince this Liberty what flockings there are to the Miniſtry ? Andif 
People were freely and fully at liberty to act according to their Judg- 
ments and Inclinations, you would ſoon fee a very great encreaſe of 
theſe numbers. See you not how-many young men God hath raiſed ? 
How- he hath bleſſed their private Education ? And what gifts they are 
enriched with ? See you not, that Providence hath been inſtead of 
Livings to thoſe, whom you caſt out of Livings, drove from Corpe- 
rations, from their kind Neighbours, entred Cautions againſt them in 
all wayes of Livelyhood that they were capable off, left many no 
way, unleſs they could dig in the Town-dicch? Ye dealt worſe wich 
us, then Foſiab did with the Prieſts of high places : 2 Kings 23. 9. 
They did eat of the unleavened bread with their brethren ;, but for vs, 
we muft neither have Altar, nor Bread. The Prieſts of the high 
places had broken a poſitive Law of God ; yet Joſiah moderated 
their puniſhment, thaugh he ſhut them our from Spiritual Services ; 
yet he allowed them Natural and Neceflary Proviſions ; I do not know 
that our crime was fo great, but our puniſhment was greater. We 
found no ſuch moderation; yet we have found Mercy from God, we 
have turned no ſtones into bread. View our faces, we are fair liking ; 
Mr. Hicron had an Eſtate, and God gave him an heart to live on it, 
and no need, nor mind to be burdenſome ; and for others in meaner 
circumſtances, yet God hath abundantly bleſſed their provifon, and 
hath fatisfied his poor with Bread. Nay, let me cloſe this Corollary 
with that, which may moſt convince, and melt you, and make you 
ſmice upon-your thigh; hath not God been near them ? Hath not 
met with them, whom you have caſt out of the $ ? Have 
not their parts been increaſed ? Have not their Graces Gonriſhed, hath 
not God ſpoken peace, and lift up the light of his countenance upon 
them ? See you not in Mr. Hierons Life an intercourſe betwixt God 
and him ? How did his beloved Je/« ſhow himſelf, yea, flouriſh thro' 
the latteſs. _ G C 0- 
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COROLLARY 4. 


Seft. 5. O you, that are the Miniſters of God, let me call your 
eyes t0 behold Mr. fohn Hieron. Mr. Bowles hath written an excel- 
lent Book for Miniſters, called Paftor Evangelicx: ; lo, here | preſent 
you with a Miniſters Life, that wrote after that Copy, and his Life 
1s a prax#s upon the Book. His Preaching was the praxss upon Bi- 
ſhops Chappels, Methods concionanas ; an accurate Ramift Mr. Hierou 
was, and his management of his Miniſtry was a Tranſcript of Reve- F 
rend Mr. Bowles his Paſtor Evangelicus, and thoſe few his that we : 
have of his converſe with his heart, and God give us ſome reſemblan« 
ces of great and good Mr. Corbees: Self-imployment, Brethren, I do 
not oftentare virum, ſed oftendere, I do not make a proud oftentation 
of Mr. Hieron, but I do ſhew him as a good pattern to Miniſters. - I 

relume not to teach you z but I may be allowed to be your Remem- 
ce : I may ſtir up your minds, and I do beſeech you mind his 
Qualifications for the Miniſtry, and labour you to be ſo qualified ; 
this will make your inward call clear, and without that your outward 
call will afferd your minds little ſatisfaction z; nor can you with that 
confidence expect a Bleſſing. You have the {ame Father of Lights to 
goto. All his Gifts and Graces were borrowed. Where he borrow- 
ed his, you muſt borrow yours. If good men, much more a good 
God, isever merciful and lendeth ; he gives Wiſdom liberally, and 
upbraids not. You may light your candle, fetch fire ro warm your 
heart from him, whoſe fire w in Zion, and furnace in Feruſalem. Iſa. 
31. 9. Thebetter qualified, the more hopes of ſucceſs. Qualifica- 
tions beget us a Reverence in People. The Sanctuary Weights and 
Meaſures were Digger. Miniſters ſhould out-part their People, elſe they 
are diſdained, Qualifications approve theMinifter a workman in his Ser- 
vices. God ordinarily works according to the aptnels of means ; 
go0d men full of the Spirit.of God, have the preſence of God .ordi- 
narily moſt with "them, I further exhort you to have an outward 
Call, the People have a right to choice, the Miniſtry a right to exa- 
mine, judge and ſeparate. The Magiſtrate may claim confirming. 
And oh that the Spirit of this Worthy Man was in us, that though he 
doubted not of his own Epiſcopal Ordination ; ſo he queſti not 
Presbyterial Ordination : I with moderation in this point. The 
Younger Clergy- are very intemperate : But I pray you, if you do 
'read what I write, conſider that they that are much- Elder than-you, 
are convinced by their Bibles, that a Biſhop and a Presbyter are the 
fame Office. And let me add, they that have ſearched into true An- 


tiquity, 


277 


The” Life of My. Hieron, &«c. 43 
tiquity, and have perhaps read more Books, then either you, or I 
have ever heard of ; dare aſſert, that they find no evidence of Dioce- 
fan Epilcopacy;. I ſhould much queſtion Epiſcopal Ordination, if 
Biſhops were not Presbyters. But above all, I defire all Miniſters 
to-mind aud follow his Exerciſe of his Miniſtry ; I have laid before 
you his —_— his Faithfulnels, his Laboriouſneſs; I have ſhewed 
you how inſtant he was at home and abroad, Preaching in ſeafon and 
out of ſeaſon. When he was fixt, he ſerled to his work ; when toſſed, 
he was fixed for his work ; throw him as men would, he fell upon 
his ſquare; he run all hazards, endured hardſhip as a good Souldier of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; O follow him. You find in his Life, that when he 

eard of Grace eminent in a Miniſter, or read of their Graces, he be- 
ſpoke himſelf to go and do likewiſe : So let Miniſters that read his 
Life, charge themſelves to Preach, as he did 3 Converſe profitably 
with your People, as he did ; Admoniſh, Reprove, Exhort, as he 

did ; endeavour to prepare People for the Sacrament, as he did, 
When his Breadſall Neighbours met frequently at the Smiths Shop, 
and there, as he feared, ſpent roo much time unprofitably ; he ob- 
ſerved it, and would ſend a good Book amongſt them to read, Oh 
thus it is, fay you to your own Souls, and thus it will be with them 
that have a care of Souls. I have repreſented to you his converſe 
with his own Heart, his looking to and keeping his own Vineyard. 
He was for ſaving himſelf, and thoſe that heard him. - Oh be not you 
content to be as Noahs Ship-wrights, Remember the folicitude of 
Holy Paul, leaſt by any means when 1 have Preached to others, I my 

ſelf ſhould be a caſt away. 1 Cor. 9. 27. He looked after his Ser- 
mons ; he liſtened not who'commended his Sermons, but who made 

uſe of them, bewailing the fins of their hearts and lives, Nor 
who, after his Sermons,cryed, how well hath he Preached ; but how 

ill have lived, what a vile carnal wretch am ? He longed for ſuc- 
ceſs, ſodo you travail in birth, Pray that your Sermons may be the 
Arrows of the Lords deliverance ; that as & Row of Jonathan turn- 
ed not back, as the Sword of Saul returned not empty ; 10 it may be 
in your Spiritual Warfare. What ſhall I fay to excite Miniſters ? By 
long and fad Experience I have found, I need it. I have had ſome 
reflecting thoughts upon. that paſſage: /a 42. 19, Who is blind, but my 

ſervant, or deaf as my meſſenger that I ſent ? Who i blind as he that 

P —_ and blind as the Lords ſervant ? Do you think he did more 

than his Duty, more than, needs? Sure you cannot think ſo, when 

you read Aiis 20. 28, that a double [Take heed] is the Miniſters 

: Can you think it was more than needs, when Jeſus Chriſt 


charge 
ſpent his Blood for the flock ? Can you think it more than Duty, 
G 2 when 
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when a double dedication- is upon you, your Baptiſmal Devotedneſs, 
and your Miniſterial Conlecration. Can you think it over-doing, 
when ſuch-a Worthy as Arch-Biſhep - Uſher breaths out his dying 
breath, O Lord, forgive my- ſins of omiſſion ?* Can you think it more 
that needs, when you know the worth of Souls, the terror of having 
the Blood of Souls required at your hands ? If- he did not, the obliga+ 
tion is the lame upon you and him. 2. Would you have Honour aud 
Reſpect in your places, follow your work, as this faithful man did, 
Honour will follow you as it did him. Herod reverenced John. Ho- 
nour-God, he will honour you. Seek not the faces of men, fear not 
the faces of men, do-nothing that may make-men-deſpiſe you, depart 
not out of- the way, cauſe none to ſtumble at the Law, corrupt not 
the Covenant of- Levi, be not partial in the Law ;- leſt God: make you 
contemptible and baſe before all the people. Malachi 2. 8; 9g, Fawn up- 
on no boy, flatter no body ;- fideliry commends' it felf ro Mens Cor: 
ſciences. 3+ Would you have his ſucceſs ? He had a Seal in the Con- 
{ciences of his Hearers, 'had Letters of Commendation ; would you 
Have ſo ? Ule no Leaden Daggers, but wield the Sword of the Spirit, 
tet nor the weapons of your Warfare be carnal 3 but thoſe that are 
mighty through God. He was an able Miniſter of- the New Teſta- 
ment, not of the Letter only, He was full of- might by the Spiriz of 
the Lord, drew the bow with his full ſtrength; did: not do Gods work 
negligently, ſerved God with his Spirit in the- Goſpel of-- his Son,” and 
he was full of Souls given in; He will appear witha Lo! Land the Chil- 
dren thou haſt given me, Be you travelling in: your Souls; and: you 
ſhall ſee of your-travel and be ſatisfied ;- carry forth your ſeed weep» 
ing, _ boſoms ſhall be full of Ly un ſheaves: 4. ' Would you 
have his peace, hisviſits of God, his ſhines, his aſhſtancesy his com» 
forts in the way, his ſerenity, his ſatisfaction in the end ?: Follow his 
Integrity, mark this upright -Man, tread-after him in-Zeal: for: fubs 
ftantrals, Moderation in-doubtfuls, in Charity, 'Hoſpitality, in-ſtudy- 
ing all the holy wiles of winning Souls, in IIEEEY of- your 
own to gain them, with meeknels inſtructing oppoſers, reitoring'the 
lapſed, 1 puting your-ſtronger hands-under feeble hands, &c. - , 


Sett.6. ToyouO Men I-call, to you -O people I addreſs my* ielt; 
at-Newton Solney, at Aſhbourn, at Bredſall, at Little Eaton, at News 
thorp, at Loſco, you that -enjoyed-his younger days khbours, his Mid- 
dle Age pains, and the-ſervice-of his mellow: years, his laft Labours:, 


NOOR oO OI ONY 


which were. better than- his firft; though all was-good-you-that _ 
W We. 
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low he preached, and ſaw how-he lived. If I did think any of the 
be NegleQters' of him would read this Life of his, I would give them: a 
Severe Repremand; Were you prejudiced ? Why did not you:gu and 
ſee ? Jobs 1.46 ? Were you frighted ? . Durſt he preach at 'fo. greac 
an hazard, atid woutd/not you adventure your ſmaller: penalty ? Did 
you judge your publick Miniſtry ſuftcient * Would nor his help have 
done well to have giver your Souks a lift * Had it not been wiſdom 0 
*have rwiſted his Cord with your publick advantages ?' Was it; car$- 
| lefsnefs, Oh, know; that is an ill, Sign. :: It's. well if any Spiritual 
| good come to-you. I God havePeopleinaphace;. God brings them 
to the means, he ſends among them : If any _ do read theſe lines 1 
intreat you to know, to your Conviction and Hunnliation, that you had 
a price put into your hands, leſt yon'know, .to-your- coſt and ſhame, 
that a Prophet was ſent among you, Ezek, 33. 33. : But Tleavetheſe, 
and cometo you, that heard him; bur your profiting by him :dathinoc 
; appear. You were the Reproach , not. the” Credit. of ;his - Min 


'0u, 1 U 
been under ſuch a skilſvl'hand'-nar healed 7. What.can they. do. that 


And they that have yotMaghelite declareunto you all the Countelof 
God; will -be-as full in''th&is Feltimony "againſt you: For they: will 
whils. 
thoyy 


46 The -Life of Mr: Hierdn, @&c. 
they were here, they could have gone upon their knees' to, to beſeech 
them to be reconciled to God, they will then havemg;ſuch tenderaets 
for ; bututter every whit thar God may be- juſtified when. he ſpeak- 
eth, and clear when he judgeth, 1 pray.,you accommodate that part 
of Joſephs Story, Gen. 4.3. 3. when Joſeph diſcovered himfelf, his Bre- 
thren could not anſwer him; for _ were troubled at his preſence, 
how will it be at the great day withall his People in all places, when 
you ſtand at the barr, and this Witneſs is called again{t you ? Oh what 
trouble, what conſternation will you be in, when Conſcience within, 
and ſuch a Witneſs without appears againſt you and ſuch a manifeſt- 
inglight is round about you? | 

ut I do betake my felf to: you that made a good uſe of him, that 
_—_ him not, but attended on nis Miniſtry, that. eſteemed, him 
highly in love for his Warks ſake, that gave your own ſelves toGod, 
and to him by the Will of God, 2 Cor. 8.5. To you I give a few 
hearty Advices and Cuunlels. 


Advice the Firſt, 


' 7. Admire that wiſe Providence of God, that good Providence of 
God, that ordered a tempeſt upon the Church to bring NV.r. Hieron 
{like:the Goods of a ſhipwrackt Ship,) upon your Coaſts. The loſs of 
other places was your gain/:: {An Inſtance you have which calls your 
thoughts to it, Acts 8. 4.5 A+ 1.19. 21 Philipps 3.12, It was tn 
greater Mercy'to Greaſley Pariſh, that was firſt bleſſed with him ; be- 
cauſe precious Mr. Smally outed of: that place, A man in whom 'a very 
mo —_—_ and lively AﬀeQions. met,. finiſhed his courle ſome- 
thing {ooner than divers others of ;his Brethren. - Now for God to 
provide ſuch a ſtake, was an admirable Mercy: . And though he re- 
moved from you ; yet to be ſtyl within the reach of many, of you, 
wasftill more Mercy. ' And thit-God found 'a reſting place. for him 
at Loſca,- was.a very great Mercy-to them,:: and that Parifh, and 
Net places. | 


| Second Advite- ls 1 | 
TY _ Lad | y Ao" 197 254 OT 
Remember how: you have received, d{keard,. and hold fafh He 
ou you ſound Bottoms, cantinue-uporiithens.:; 1t i-very grievous to 
of the waverings of ſome in-Gneeſly,Parth, fo well inſtructed by 
Mr. Smaly built a, 4 Mr. Hera. 'Let Children be toſſed : Ler not 


Men of underſtanding be (o, 'Beware of defettion. Have you attained 
no diicerningof Spirit? Have yeulo8 yaur Palins Canvor your taſte 
9:44 11- 
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diſcerne, perverſe things ? Will you bid them God ſpeed , that teach 
other Doctrine? Have you not ſaid, when you have heard Mr. Smally, 
Mr. Hieron, Oh the Bleſſedneſs! Shall any Body have occaſion to fa 
t6 you, Whete is the Bleſſednels you {peak off ? Do you think, if 
ſuch things had been Truths, that your dear, faichful Miniſters would 
have hidden them from you/? Do you. not know they were no- igno- 
rant Men? Do you not believe they were faithful Men? Surely 'if 
ſuch things had Co bread, ay would have brokep it to you.. If 
they -had been food, they would have ſet it before you. Oh, I 
beſeech you believe, that Doctrine can never edifie you, that under- 
mines the Doctrine taught you. - Believe all- the Doctrines Strange, 
that. your Teachers did never- acquaint you with. 1 am well fatis- 
fied their Doctrine -remembred., believed, and practiſed, will bring: 
you to Heaven. Read and Apply, John 6. 67, 68, 6g. 


Third Advice, 


Remember what of a Chriſtian you ſaw in Mr. Hjeron, and imitate 
him. Much of a Miniſter, much of a Chriſtian was with him. When 
his heart was dull, he went to ſome good lively Book, ſo do you. He 
went to Secret Prayer, and found God anſwering by Fire, ſo do you. 
He kept by him a Catalogue of Sins, to renew his Repentance for 
them before Sacraments, ſo do you. He had a Catalogue of Mercies, 
he looked back even to his Childhood, ro ſtir up thankfulneſs, par- 
ticular thankfulneſs, herein follow hun. He communed with his Heart 
in his Solitary Houres, he looked up his Evidences, and kept them fair, 
he entred proteſts againſt ſpecial Sins upon ſpecial occaſions, and took 
notice how he kept. touch with God ; follow him. He. never met 
with any Experience either in a way of quickning, or comfort, but he 
made quick returns of Praiſe. Let every deſcent of Mercy return 
back in the quick aſcent of Praiſe : What ſhall I render ? Was his 
queſtion ; let that be more familiar with you. Teach your Tongues 
to praiſe, as ſome teach their Tongues to lye, and blaſpheme. He 
was a cloſe walker, an unblameable Converſation was with him, turn 
not you loole Libertines, now his Eye inſpects you not, Gods doth. 
Do not thar in Gods Eye you would not, durſt not have done in Mr. 
Hieron's, If you feared his reproofs, how ſhould you dread the Re- 
proofs of God ? Let that comprehenſive Rule be before you, Phit. 
1.27. 


Fourth 
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Forirth Advie, © 


+ Follow after all thoſe wayes,” wherein he led you, and accompanied 
you. Meerſtill in days of Prayer, [keep up your Sacraments, your 
Sabbaths, as far as you can. Andif the Wordbe not ſo nigh you, as 
it hath been; - make out for it as health and tength will perntit, For- 
get not the laſt Exhortation he gave you, ms farewel Speech. Tho' 
you may go far and not meet with a Preacher like Mr. Hieren ; yet 
honour the Ordinances, be thankful for meaner fare. Ordinances 
meg is from their Inſticntion and not the Excellency of him, that 
adminiitreth them. Gods Bleſſing will be upon honeſt Endeavours, and 


honeſt Attendances upon God in them. If - you: werettruly fed by 


him, you willhunger after the Word, The Thirſt of Total Indi- 
gence is taken away by the Well of Water in your ſpringing up , b 

your firſt draughts of the Water Chriſt gives you ; but not the Thirſt 
after ſweeter and fuller Enjoyments. David's fights of God in his 
' SanCtuary ſet him a longing, to ſee as he 'had teen ; Spiritual fatis- 
factions ſatiate not, glut not Gods people, They riſe with moſt appetite 
from their fulleſt meals, "= 


ſ 


Fifth Advice. 


' Pay your reſpects to his Name and Memory, keep up Communi- 
on with him'in your TO and Mind, caſt no Reproach upon him 
by looſenefs, lenity, infalibility, give no Body occaſion' to fay with 
feorn juſtly, Fhis is a Hearer of Mr. Hieron's. Looſe not the things 
you have wronght, Be not as Foaſh, or Jehoaſh. 2 Kings 12. 2. 
2 Chron. 24. 2. 16. that did what was right in the ſight of the Lord all 
the dayes of Jehojada's Inſtrufting him : But fell off at his Death, you 
muſtexpect Temptations as Joaſh had : Bur pray that you may reſult 
and overcome them, 


Sixth Advice. 


Long for that Blefſed day when you, and your Dear Mr. Hieron and 
your good Neighbours, and whole Society ſhall meet again and part 
no more, have and keep an Eternal Sabbath, eat Bread, and drink 
Winein your Fathers Kingdom, of which your Sacraments here were 
but an Artepaſt ; have the Harveſt of your firſt fruits, the whole ſum of 
which here be but earneſts ; when all you that received him as a Pro- 


phet 
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phet of God, ſhall ſhare with him in his reward, even a Prophets re- 
ward, as I told you upon the occaſion of his dearh. You have not 
my word for it, but Chriſts word for it, who is.the Amen, the true 
and faichful witneſs ; Afatth. 10: 41. and fo I come to my cloſing 


Corollary. 
COROLL ART 6. 


Se. 7.. And now my - Pen is expreſſing my fad thoughts about our 
tloſs of Mr. Heron, let me lead my Reader a little further on ; 
to weep upon the Gravesof ſome other Derbyſbire Miniſters. Oh my 
Derbyſhire Friends, bear with me if I go on, and give my mind a little 
vent upou this doleful Subject. Derbyſhire is a beloved Country to 
me; Iam no Native of it, but it being the Country wherein I began 
and ended my Publick Miniſtry, I am as it. were. Naturalized of it. 
By my great affections toir, my heart points towards it. And when 
I can breathe in that Air, and breathe out my felf amongſt them, I 
am refreſhed, and in my Element. 1 deſire my Limbs, that 1 mighe 
over to them, and help them. Beſides, unworthy. I am ſurvivor 
to divers of my Brethren there, their memory is precious to me, I 
cannot but build ſome little Monuments for them, and ſet them about 
this larger Monument of Mr. John Hieron ; they wrought the work 
of God, as he did, they were his Companions in labour, his fellow 
Souldiers : They were driven into corners, lived in obſcurity, dyed 
in obſcurity, ſo far as men could cloud them, they were lights put 
under buſhels, but they were lights. Theſe Candles were not extin- 
guiſhed, when men put them into dark Lanthorns; as the Bleſſed 
Jeſus, in his ſtate of Humiliation, his Deity in its Glorious Rayes did 
dart forth : So theſe Holy Servants of God did (as they had oppor- 
tunity ) manifeſt their graces and gifts, though covered with a cloud 
by the juſt anger of God, (Adored be his Jultice!) and by the cauſe- 
leſs diſpleafure of men (Curſed be their Wrath !) Theſe I think 1 am 
bound to give ſome ſhort account of. 

To awaken my Derbyſhire Friends to bethink themſelves what a 
Miniſtry God hathbleſſed them with, and hath bereaved them off, it 
well becomes you, Oh my Friends, to reflect, whether you be Vines 
ſo flouriſhing, fo fruirful, as anſwers ſuch Vine-drefſers ? Whether 
you were a Crown to them, that were a Crown to you ? The ſtaple 
Commodities of your Country'are Wooll and Lead : You are Tra- 
ders in theſe many of you, and are grown up to great conſiderable- 
neſs. Let me tell you, the Miniſtry of Derbyſhire was a more ad- 
vantageous price than them, Your Shepherds were far beyond your 
H Keep. 
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Sheep. An4 thoſe Earthen Veſſels, your Miniſters, {iid fuch an :ex- 
cellency of treaſure, as5'of more -value,':then your rich Mines. -Oh 
have youtraded with theta? Youthavecaute to ſuſpect it, beequle theſe 
Shepherds are- ſmitteh,'»rhete; Veſſels ;are -btokep; i:rhele (Mines, fpil, 
thele Crowns are fallen from your heads. Again, I do it ro:enlarge 
thoſe ſhort hints in Mr. Hjerons Life, wherein I have faid that we have 
not only him, a ſingle Miniſter ro produce 3; but we have many like 
him in Parts, like him in Fidelity, like him in Laboriouſneſs, like 
him (though few equals to him.)- to ſhame+the contemners, andto fi- 
lence'the ſilencers of them. Andlafily;. toipreſerve their Names and 
Memories, and to provoke the Mimtters, that - yet :are in the YVine- 
yard,-ro quit themſelves like Minifters, to play:the men for the Con- 
gregations.of God; to-emulate their gifs and graces.; that. ſo people 
may not: be ſtraitened wi their Mimiters, that the laſs of-{uch Wor- 
thies may be leſſened, that rhe.detay of..the” bearers of bnrdens may 
not wholly diſcourage, -nor make the work ro-ceaſe. 

Let no offence be caken if '| do not mention all. It is not: diſreſpect 
to any /good man; + but. only. forgerfulneſs, 'and: the wantiof tome 
pood 'Remembrancer' at .my Elbow <. For 1 amin the ſtocks, ſhui 
up, cannot go out to” others, and few [have the kindneſs to-come 
ar me. 2:68 15:21 20) ; 

1. After the killing Uniformity Act had difſeized Mr. Thomas Shel- 
merdine, Death' followed 3: he was Lancafhire:born, . bred in Chriſt ; 
Colkdge, Cambridge, lervedGod m the Goſpel :of his !Son; -was a di- 
ligent Preacher ar 'C-iche divers years, where he was encompallyd 
with many good cld Puritans, that lived: in that Pariſh and about it, 
who did ftrengthen'his hantis much in. his work ; he was a man very 
chearful in converſe. ' He was a kind: Husband to an holy, but very 
melancholly Wife. From Crich'he removed to Matlock, where he 
did the work of hisplace; lived peaceably with his Neighbours, and 
found more benefit by his-peace, than-his fucceſſor found by his con- 
tention. . - From 27at/ock,, afrer Avg.. 24. 1662. he removed to a 
dwelling in IWWickswo-th, where helived-not long ; ; but fell ſick of, the 
fickneſsof. which he:dyed. In his ficknefs he would tay to his yery 
Friends; chat be was going to bis Preferment,, and ſome few dayes he- 
fore his death; .he faid to an Honeſt Soul that informed me, that next 
zo my. hopes of 'Heaven, I rejoyce that '# turned: out of Matlock..!: He 
lived not to have, aay more removes :by renewed violence ; - but, was 
-houſed and-laid-in his! bed. of .xeft/ ar:${chsworth; a place:ithat he had 
taboured much in, being one-of them that kept: a Weekly Lecture 
there ;; and lives in his Son. Mr.. Damel Shelmerdine, who is an active 
{pirited man in the Miniſtry, and goes abour doing good, T 
2. After 
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J26)Afrer bir what Mr Srdnkey-of Eyam: 2' Aman of worth, and 
kadbean longapaivful Miniſtes 46 the Reake. - After he was. outed, 
the Rpguenſiczed. that.phces andere (if 1 de nos miltake); the gonti» 
94d, ant} (Khaugh ngs!thess Minter of chat, place;). yer he: ſhewed 
banſelf: Math, 2, Mjpiſtgr,” and. did .many geek offices//to that places 
durmg.tha fore; and; [very mortal-Viſtation, - My'a£qualntance was 
lender with him ; but they thac knew him ſpake very well of: his 
Praying and Preaching. I am not certain what year he dyed. 

-3+ Miri John Oldfield 'or Orefield, born near Cheſterfield, brought up 
ar Droyfield School, at that rime famous. He was outed from Car- 
{ington., - A-general Schollar ; a great Maſter in the 1 ongues and Ma- 
thematicks. He had a Mechanical Head and Hand, capable of any 
thing, he had epportumty to get inſight.into, I mention not his Unt- 
verlity Education : For what ſome would reflect upon him, as a dil. 


' paragement, was really his great honour z that he was a man of 1o 


great Learning and worth, and yer beholden to no Univerſity for it. 
Ic is manifeſt to all that knew him, that. he'was a Judicious Divine, 
a good Caluiſt, a workman in Preaching that needed not to be aſha- 
med, rightly dividing the Word of 'Eruth,..he was pertinent, me- 
thodical,. a man that was clear in opening his Text, and ſpake very 
clole to Conſcience from ict. He knew well the inſide of Religion. 
Few that;heard him, bur they did diſcern his underſtanding of the my- 
fiery of Gudlinels, that he ſpake fron his Heart, and they felt his 
words come totheirs. He was of few: words! and reſerved, not at all 
talkative; but give- him but occaſion; by ſtarting Diſcourſe, get hin, 
but upon. his Knees, or put him upon Writing or Preaching work, 
and then you would foon find he wanted neither Words nor Senle. 
Oh, he was a Man of Prayer ; ſome dear ones that are lefe behind, 
and have had no ſmall burdens of Afiction;fince they loſt him, do feel 
the want of his Prayers, to lift up the hands that hang down, and 
the fggble knees. He was of a very quiet Spirit ; a people amongſt 
whom he laboured very ticcle, very capricious, very hard 4, 
pleated in Miniſters, yer centered in him; and I am ſure his Name is 
precious amongſt them : And well he may ; for I am ſure amongſt 
them, and ſome Neighbouring Meetings to them, he ſpent himſelf, 
and was ſpent by his great labours, in diſpencing Holy Myſteries, 
Word agd Sacraments amongſt them. This good Man had many re- 
moves after he was outed, but God told his vanderings, and he had 
Songs in the Holes of his Pilgrimage. At length he pitched at Al- 
freton, from whence he took many weary ſteps to ſerve his Maſter, 
and was very uleful in that Neighbourhood 3 but ar laſt was forced 
by his Infirmities to ceaſe from _, Labours, and now reſts from wo 
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and thoſe works follow him. He hath built himſelf a laſting Monu- 
ment in his {mall piece about the Righteouſneſs of the Seribes and Pha- 
riſtes, the ſubſtance of ſome Lettures at Wicksworth. - And in his 
larger piece about Prayer : Thoſe things are diſcoveries of the Man : 
Yea, God hath buile him a Monument'in: ſuch a ſet of Children, as 
God hath bleſſed few with, Mr. John Oldfield lives in three Sons of 
the Fathers Principles, actually in the Miniſtry, whoſe parts are above 
the common rate of moſt of their years, and their Piety, Zeal, and 
Induſtry an{werable to their Parts. He dyed June 5- 1682, inthe 
5 5th. year of his Age. 

4. Mr. Fohu Billmgſley, Kentiſh Man, born at Chatham, educated 
in both Unjverſujes, outed from Cheſterfield, an ingenuous Man, 
ſtrict to his own well underſtood Principles, an accurate ſavoury 
Preacher, an exemplary walker, a Man elegant in every thing, a di- 
ligent Reader, and oblerver of what he Read, ready with his Pen. 
Few men have left more excellent Collections behind them than he, 
which are happily fallen into his Sons hand, that knows well how to 
uſe them. His outward Bodily appearance was ſmall and mean, bur 
he had a great Soul, rich in Grace and Gifts He left his place at 
Cheſterfield, becauſe he could not keep his Place and his Peace, but he 
kept his AﬀeCtions and Care over them ; hazarded his Health and Li- 
berty to ſerve them. If Cheſterfield People would reflect upon his 
Labours amongſt them, and his warm Letters written to ſome of 
them, they muſt needs know that a Prophet was amongſt them, both 
able and faichful. ThePin'of the Uniformity ' Act, driven 'by hands 
that were fir tools for ſuch miſchievous work, puſhed him out of his 
Pulpit and Houſe, and the hurricane of the Oxford At drove him 
from his hired Houſe and Town to Mansfield ; in which he paſſed the 
reſidue of his ſojourning time in fear, wrought for the Salvation of 
others, and wrought out his own, was ever ſerious and laborious : 
But towards his latter end his Motion was very quick, made g&tual 
preparation for Death, deſired his poor outed Brethren, caſt into 
Mansfield, (as he was} to come together a little before his Death, to 
put him-into the hands of God by Prayer, made a ſhort Confeſſion of 
kis Faith in, and ſole dependance on the alone Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; 
and not long after went full ſail-into the _— of God : He dyed 
May 30. 1683. He writ ſomething againſt Quakers, and Printed a 
Sermon with it, which gives the World a trafte of his Abilities. He 
lives in his Son, who bears his Fathers Name, and hath his Fathers 
Spirit, the true Son of ſuch a Father, filling up the vacancy by his 
Fathers death in Minifterial Labours ; in which (in my Judgment) he 
gives no juſt occaſion to any to deſpiſe his Youth, i 

5. Mr. 
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5, Mr. Lake Cramwell, born at Loughborough, in the County of 
Leiceſter, Educated in Chrifts Colledge, outed from Peters Pariſh in 
Derby, 'a knowing, 4 couragious, zealous, and a very upright Man. 
Some now alive knew how _ he ed to reſtore Monarchy, 
but when reſtored ir engaged not for him. He fell by the Decree of 
Uniformity, that ſpared not Age nor Parts, nor conſidered any Ser- 
vice done, but levelled all that lay in its way, and ſpake no other 


* Language, than bow or break, He was not very ready in Elocution 


but very Scriptural, folid, and ſubſtantial in all his Diſcourſes ; his 
Sermons when looked over by Writers, or thought over by under- 
ſtanding Hearers, were found to be full of Divinity ; weighty and 
rational good matter filled them. He had ſome competent Skill in 
Phyſick before he was outed ; and when he perceived, he muſt no 
longer trade his-Miniſterial Talents publickly, he reſolved to try what 
he could do in his other faculty. Since he was cut off from the pub- 
lick ſervice of couls, he betook himſelf to ſerve Bodies, (though not 
deſerting his Miniſtry, neither in his Aﬀection, nor as to its Exerciſe). 
In this Imployment he grew p—_ very Judicious, Skilful, Uſeful, 
and by Gods Bleſſing very Succeſsful. By this he maintained himſelf 
and his Family very comfortably, kept good Hoſpitality, did as rea- 
dily help his Brethren, and the poor among his Neighbours, without 
any deſire or expectation of Fees, as he did the rich and greateſt. He 
had a working head. He underſtood well what he read, and did find 
out ſome Magiſtrals of his own; many happy and effeual Medicines. 
He was achearful Man, and to appearance very ſtrong ; but after he 
began to decline, he run down ſpeedily. His loſs was, and is much 
lamented : He was indeed a beloved Phylitian. That he might be 
out of the reach of the Oxford Act, he went to Kegworth in Leiceſter - 
ſhire, and there lived and dyed Nov. 1 3. 1683. on the Lords day. 

6. Mr. Joſeph Moore, Nottingham born, Educated' tn St. Johns 
Colledge in Cambridge, in the beſt dayes of that Colledge, when the 
truly Reverend, ſingularly Learned, and eminently Holy Dr. Txckzey 
preſided there, a Man fitted for wife and holy Government. He was 
ſober minded from his Youth. He entred young into the Miniſtry ; 
but his Youth was not deſpicable ; being grave, ſerious, and ſavoury, 
He was forced fromihis publick Miniſtry, ' which he exerciſed at San- 
diacre ; by the At of Uniformiry, ſpent the refidue of his time in di- 
vers private Families, in Praying, Preaching, Catechizing, all which 
he performed far beyond what might be expected from his years, He 
was an hard Student, a ſearching Man, a pertinent profitable Preacher, 
lived well, and dyed happily, Novem. 27. 1684 Interred in Car- 


ſgton Church, 
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. 7. 8, The rwo Staryforths, Mr. Jonathan and Mr. Tiwothy, gne 
ſerved Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel at Alleſtrey, the, other 3b Hogveſton x 
both their mourhs tapped by the Act oh: Unifprmicy, They were 
the. Children of en Antient Godly Miniſter, ., and an'emjnengly pipus 
and found Mother. They were:'two.gagd Men, -pave- much attend- 
ance to Reading, had agood Library. After their outing, and, the:eu+ 
trance of the Oxford Act, they were driven from pillar to poſt, yet I 
find that in all places they were at work, and the Lord gave them 
fucceſs. I hope there are divers about Heage will bleſs God for their 
Night-labours. There are ſome that look white for the Harveſt, and 
ſeveral Families long, and foillow afrer the Word. Theſe two Bro- 
thers lived tome years together, and dyed very near one to another, 
They made their laſt remove to an honeſt, but an oblcure Family. - 
And from thence they took their flight one after another, from that 
obſcure corner to a lightfome and large place. They dyed both of 
them with much inward fatisfaction, that they were going to thar 
Heaven they had choſen and long laboured for. They had lively hopes 
in their dying Moments. 

9. Mr. Samuel Hieron, Brother to Mr. John Hieron, made no great 
figure in the World, but was an honeſt man, and an uſeful ha 4g 
he had a room in the hearts. of Gods people amongſt whom he la- 
boured. Few mens outward circumſtances more preſſed their Con- 
formity, than his did ; yet he followed his Conſcience, and lefr a 
pretty Living at Shirley, upon Auguſt 24. 1662. and threw himſelf 
and all his, into the hands of Gods Providence., And though he re- 
moved from place to place, | and every where, met with hard penny- 
worths ; yet he found God pityful, and of tender compaſſion ; had 
enough to carry him to his -Journeysend ; and (through the workings 
of Gods good Providence) his, that he hath lefr behind him, I hope 
will not be expoled to poverty, or coutemyt, He dyed March 24. 
1687. 

10. Mr. Samuel Wright, outed at Heanor, a good 'Man, a very 
able Preacher : Lived in much weakneſs for divers years after his 
outing, He could not preach, as the reſt of his more healthful Bre- 
thren ; but when he did, he preached to very good purpole. 

! 11. Mr. John Bingham, outed from Marſton upon.Dove. A Man 
+ of much Integrity, Zeal, and Faith ; hearty for God,,and in worſt 
" of times and things kept up his heart, waiting for, aud confidently 
| expecting the Salvation of God. Thus he hoped to the end, and 
lived to fee ſome dawnings of light, which he hoped would grow to 
! a more perfect day ; and ſo departed in peace. 


12. Mr. 
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1.2. Mr.” Joſeph Swetvam was:not formally put out by the At of 
Unifotmiry,” bur really he was, for foreleeing that Acts commence- 
ment at Bartholomtr Gay, he'thoughr :good ro make, @ mixtly volun- 
city ſceſhoit” {ometime befare: irs raking! place, and '{o was nor, and 
et was exhelled by'it. }oHe! was -a1Mal-very well: qualified to fill fs 
auipyſt'aplace as Athallbms in Detbyg:.a very able Preacher, a great 
Malter of Latiguape, and-lives inhis:/Son-Mr, Thomas Swetnam, whoſe 
abilities-are well known bydome tew:Sermons he hath Publiſhed, and 
by his frequent labours. IT 
:© 43, I mention not-diversidriven out of -the Country, men very va- 
able ;*#;z; 'Mr. SB, Mr, K. M.,'Mr. 5, C. who (though they be 
alive) yetare dead as to the'Country and Places of their ulefulnels. 

Thus have1 done ſomething to do. my. dear Erethren right, and pay 
my reſpects torhem .: And this I have-done, partly to provoke others 
ro do the like in other Countries, and, eſpecially to ſtir up thoſe that 
are able ro decypher the Brethren I have mentioned, or any of them; 
to write their Lives more fully than; I have-done. | Partly to ſtir up 
Derbyſhire Chriſtians, co dear remenibrances of their dead Miniſters ; 
ro reflect upon their Doctrine and Life, and to ſtir them up to a Duty 
(which [ fear is mucts neglected) of, viſiting their Fatherleſs and W+- 
dows in their diftrels. Read the:'Hiſtory, 2 Kings 4. 1, 2, 3» 4s 5» 
6, 7. They were offered upon the ſacrifice and ſervice of your Faith 
in ſome ſenſe you ought, (as David once did) Ask whether there be- 
any of theirs who need your kindneſs, and ſhow the kindneſs of the- 
Lord unto them, for their worthy Husbands, and Fathers ſake. Their 
love to you (like Jonathans to David) paſlled the love of Women. 
And furthermore to call upon you to adore and admire Gods goodnels,, 
that hath raiſed you up many young Men that preach, pray, and live- 
at a great rate; that hold faſt, and hold forth the form of ſound 
words, which they have heard of Gods Servants in Faith and Love, 
Which-is in Chriſt Jetus. Oh when-you conlider this, Sing, becauſe: 
fo many are the Children of the deſolate Miniſtry. Their Rod. hath: 
bloſſomed, and brought forth- Almonds : - Say 1» your bearts, mho bath 
begotten me theſe ? Who hath brought up theſe, ſeeing I am deſolate; 4 
captive, removing to and 'fro, tefr alone ! 'Ua, 49. 21, Oh yoware-not 
ſtraitened in- Miniſters: .Cry to God that you may not be {traitened in: 

our own Bowels. 

Yea laſtly, (If ir were poſhble)) co-bring the rigid Men for Unifor-- 
formity co-repent .of rheir great ſin in compoling and i ſuch 
things, as ſtopped che mouthsof ſuch Servants of God. I have ſhew-- 
ed you what mouths ic Ropped in Derbyſhire ;, and.if you: ask whiap: 
it hath done in other Provinces, Cities, Towns,. and: Caunties;, your 
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will find alike, if not a ſadder'account. So that as one opening the 
milchiefs of War, concludes his paragraph, hec ſunt Bell Decora ; 
ſol may ſay, when I have mentioned the outed Miniſtry, theſe are 
the Decencies, the Graces, the Triumphs, and Spoils of Uniformi- 
ty. What hath caſt away vilely”the ſhields of the mighty? Unifor- 
mity. What hath lain the Beauty of Englend, and made the mighty 
fall ? Uniformity. What hath deſpoiled the neck of the Church like 
the Tower of David, builded for an Armoury, whereon their hangs 
a thouſand Bucklers, all ſhields of mighty men ? Uniformity. When 
the very ingenious Eſquire Evelir, in his Book of Forreſt-Trees, 
mentions the goodly Oaks of England, he cannot forbear to pronounce 
his Dire upon Iron Maſters, and Iron works in England, that have 
made ſuch waſts. I am for no imprecations, but expoſtulations 
with Men for rigid Uniformity. And give me leave to cloſe this 
Diſcourſe, by laying before you ſome ſober thoughts by way of 
Queſtion, 

— 1. Where do you find in Scripture a power given to man 
to make additions to Religious Worſhip ? Do you not find the con- 
trary in thoſe Scriptures; Dent. 4. 2. Deut. 12. 32. Prov. 30. 6. 
Who gave Man power to adopt unneceſſaries into Religion ? What 
bottom ſtands Magiſterial Authority upon ? Miniſterial Power is of 
= but for this Magiſterial, it wants Commiſſion. Marth, 23. 

2 9, IO. 

Qneft. 2. Ts not the power of impoſing, as dark to thinking men, 
as the power of inventing ? Whence did youlearn to make burdens ? 
Whence to lay them on, and bind them on ? We are tempted to 
think your Maſters are, Matth. '23. 4. Hath God given you power 
over the Conſciences of men, to ranſack their Judgments, and wrack 
their Conſciences, to ruin all that cannot agree to your Sentiments, to 
undo all that cannot do what you will have them ? Do you not in this 
ſtrike down the pin, upon which the Law and the Prophets hang ? 
Would you that others ſhould do ſo to you ? What ſtricture, or 
_ of right Reafon leads you to make your Judgment the publick 

ard. 


veſt. 3. What branch of Juſtice or Equity is there in ſo grievous 


; Penalties for not conforming to ſuch Impolitions. The fault is fmall, 


if jit bea fault. Should mens brains be knocked out, to kill a Fly on 
their forehead ? But the Difſenters judge ir a Duty to witneſs againſt 
uſurpations of Men. They think they are bound by Gods Law to 


| preſerve the purity of Chriſts Worſhip. They think that a yielding 
; in ſome things on as a ſtirrop, by which Antichriſt got into the ſaddle. 


Are not thele things judged by you indifferent ? And muſt men be 
| puniſhed, 
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puniſhed, as if they had denyed and razed the Fundamental Articles of 
Faith ? Should you make men gem the filth, and off-ſcouring of 
all things, upon thele accounts 'ho can read either Chriſtianity or 
Humanity in ſuch ſeverities ? 

Queſt. 4. What awe can be impreſſed, or obligation faſtened on a 
well informed Conſcience, from Humane Laws eſtabliſhing, backing, 
and'enforcing ſuch Impoſitions?Have not Magiſtrates ſupream and ſubor- 
dinate, their Lines and Limits, Provinces and Bounds ſet them by the 
God of Heaven? Are they makers or only keepers of Gods Tables ? 
Did the People of England truſt their Repreſentatives ro make ſnares 
for their Miniſters and yokes for the People ? Were they impowered by 
them to preſcribe, and write the grievouſneſs they had preſcribed ? 
They were entruſted to be ſhields, not ſwords ; healers, not woun- 
ders; they faid to them, Let our ruins be under your hai:ds ; they never 
put themſelves into their hands to ruine them, 

weſt. 5. What Spirit are you of, when you make all Aſſemblies 
but your own, Seditious Conventicles, Schiſmatical Meetings, Routs, 
Riots? Know you not, that they which acknowledge God, are bound 
to aſſemble to worſhip him ? Do you, can you think it is better not to 
worſhip God at all, then not to worſhip him in your way and mode ? 
Dare you undertake that this ſhall hold in the day of Judgment ? Are 
not you told by ſome great men of your own, That he that gives the 
cauſe of the Schiſm is the Schiſmatick, ? Do you think, thoſe you dif- 
placed took themſelves to be diſofficed ? Did their People deſert them, 
when you ejected them? Was the Word of Truth utterly taken out of 
the mouths you ſtopped ? Was not Gods word in their hearts, as a 
burning fire ſhut up in their bones, ſo that they were weary of forbear- 
ing and could not ſtay ? Did their Breaſts ake, and muſt they not draw 
them out to the Babes, that deſire the ſincere milk of the Word ? You 
have ſome of you called Conventicles, the crying ſin of England : Oh ! 
How crying a {in is it in you that have occaſioned them ; yea, neceſſita- 
ted them ? A Natural Mother turned out of her own Houſe, will ſuckle 
her Child in the Field, or in the meaneſt coat, or ſhed ſhe can ſer her 


» foot into. Corners are not our choice, but your force. 


Oueft 6. Have not you caule to fear, that the blood of ſome of theſe 
dead Miniſters will be upon you ? You judged them unworthy of the 
World, and God hath thereby been provoked to judge the World not 
worthy of them. You made their work much harder to them, and by 
their journeyings and faſtings, and watchings, in all likelyhood you did 
hurry and haſten them our of the World. Oh that ſome of us might 
live to ſee a relenting Spirit in you! It would be a joy to me, and a 
token for good to you, for otherwiſe I am greatly perſwaded Judgment 
is towards you, becauſe Mercy is the promiled portion of the Merciful ; 
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aud Judgment without Mercy hangs over the heads of them that ſhew 
no Mercy. 

And fo I have finiſhed my Hiſtorical and PraCtical part of this Book : 
And ſhall conclude it with only adding one Chapter more in communi- 
cating to you ſome Letters written by this Eminent Servant of God Mr. 
John Hieron, which are as a Mirrour, wherein you may 1ee the Ability 
and Fidelity of the Holy Man of God. 


—_——__—— 


ERRAP,. 5 
His Letters. 


F his Letters I promiſed to give ſome taſte, and -make them the- 
Coronts of this Work : In publiſhing of which I conceal Names, 
thar I may not reflect upon the dead, nor juſtly offend the living, 

Again, Let not the living be diſturbed ; for though the Letters be 
publiſhed, their Names are not expoſed : It will do thenr no hurt to 
read thole Letters in Print which they have in Writing. It may do 
others good to read Letters that were written to others, poſſibly they 
may reach, teach, meet with others, Hearts being much alike, and the 
ſame Corryptions, Temptations in one and another, 


Firſt Litter, 


Chriſtian Friend, 
OU deſire that I would write to you about your Spiritual Eſtate, 
Y which I take to be ſafe and oi Sane TN {o far as one is able to 
pats Judgment of another ; But zo man krnoweth certainly the things of 
another, ſave the ſpirit of a man, which is tn him, 1 Cor. 2. 11. You 
are then to- commune with your own heart, to 1earch and try your 
wayes, whether you walk after the Spirit, be led.by the Spirit Rom, 
8. 14. As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they axe the Sons of God. 
If you ask, How ſhall I know wherher I am led by the Spirit ? I Anſwer, 
If you bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, if you follow afcer Holinels, 
ſincere Obedience to. all Gods Commandments, patience in: AfﬀlCtion, 
love to God, Chriſt, all Saints, love to the Word, -fear to offend God, 
a care to pleale God, and keep Conſcience pure and void of oftence 
toward God and Man, Godly ſorrow for (in, forlaking every evil way ; 
and above all, believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, reſt ypon him, truſt in 
his all-ſufficient ſatisfaction for pardon of Sin and Eternal Life, And all 
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this I doubt not but you doin ſome meaſure, fo that you may conclude, 
as the Apoſtle doth, Rom. 8. 1. There # therefore no condemuation to 
rhem that ave in Chriſt Teſus, mio walk, nt after the fleſh, but after the 
{pirit. May you not comfort your telf with theſe words ? Do not 
hearken to Satans ſuggeſtions to the contrary, he is an Adverſary. If 
he cannot hinder your Salvation, he wiil do what he can to damp your 
j0y and peace in believing. You ougat not to give heed to him ; but to 
repel him as our Saviour did, Ger thee behind me, Satan. Your own 
unbelieving Heart (for Faith is mixed wich unbelief even in Gods Chil- 
dren) alſo will raiſe Objections againſt you thus : 1 have many Corrup- 
tions 12 me, unruly Paſſions, 1 am haſiy to Anger, Ignorant, have little 
Inowledge, conſidering the time and means I have enjyed; I am dull in 
Duty, I Pray without any life or heat, I am cold in love to God and Teſs 
Chriſt, I grow not in Grace, I am blocki(h, and remcmber nothing I hear : 
And many ſuch things you have to ſay againſt your ſelf. To which F 
Anſwer, Grant all this to be true; Thete are Sins of Infirmity, which 
may conſiſt with true Grace : P/al. 40 12. David faith, My ſins are 
more then the hairs upon my head, Pal. 73. 22. So fooliſh was I, and 
i10norant, even As 4 hea before thee. Read Heb. 5. 11, 12. Te are 
dull of hearing, &c. whom yet he highly commends ; Heb. 3. 1. and 
6. 10, So long as {in reigneth not, hath no dominion over you, you 
need not queſtion your intereſt in Chriſt ; and you may know, that ſin 
reigneth not when you are grieved for ir, confeſs and bewail ir, and 
pray for grace and help againtt it ; ſtrive and watch againſt it, and do 
what you can to keep your felt from your iniquity. P/al. 18. 23.. 
Conſider that none are juſtified or ſaved, becauſe they are finleſs, pure 
and perfect ; but bleſſed are they whoſe ſins are forgiven, Pſal. 32. 1, 2. 
And to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth the un 
godly, his Faith is counted for Righteouſneſs. Rom. 4. 5. What was 
the end of Chriſts cominFbur to take away fin ? AZar. 1. 21. Joh. 1. 29. 
Alto a chief branch of the Covenant of Grace in Hb. 8. 12. I will be 
merciſul to their unrighteouſneſs. And therefore be not faithleſs but be- 
tieving, as Chriſt ſaid to Thomas, John 20. 27, 28. And let your heart 
make the fame Antwer, that he did, My Lord ard my God, It may 
be, that your preſent condition is a grief to you, that you cannot wor- 
ſhip God as youdefire, or as in your Health ; you can do God no ſer- 
vice, Let not your heart be troubled at this ; for God requires no 
more than he gives. And it may be no {mall comfort to you, that you 
werediligent to attend upon God in your Health, and when you had 
Legs, you uſed them to Gods glory. And now you are ſerving God in 
another way, in the way of Paſhve Obedience, in which if you ſubmit 
to Gods will with Meekneſs and Patience, you may do God as good 
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will conclude with thoſe ſweet words of Chriſt : John 14. 1. Let not 
your heart be troubled : Believe that God is yours, Chriſt is yours, the 
Covenant of Grace is yours, your Sins are forgiven, the Promiſes are 
yours, even the great Promiſe : 2 Cor. 6. 18. I willbe a Father to you. 
And that alſo, Kom. 8. 28. We know that all things ſhall work, together 
for good to them that love God ; Even all the exceeding great and pre- 
cious promiſes in Chriſt , 2 Pet, 1. 4. which are yea and Amen, true 
and faithful, O bleſs God that ever you were born Spiricually, that 
you were born again, Say and ſing with David, Pſal. 103. 1. 2, 3. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul | And Pal. 32. at the latter end, Rejoyce in 
the Lord ye righteous, and ſhout for joy all ye that are upright in heart. 
P/al. 48. 14. This God is our God for ever and ever, he will be our guide 
unto death, And with the Church : /a.. 25. g. Lo this 1s our God, we 
have waited for him, and he will ſave us : This is the Lord, we have 
waited for him, we will be glad, and rejoyce in his Salvation. But I 
may fave further labour, and indeed might have ſpared this pains ; for 
you have a Book by you, which contains all that I now write, and 
much more to the fame purpoſe. The ſcope and ſubſtance of i is to 
chear up and comfort poor Souls, that walk fad and forrowful ; when 
they have no other cauſe but to rejoyce and ſerve the Lord with plad- 
neſs; in which kind of ſervice the Lord is well pleaſed. I pray you 
peruſe it, and read it through, till you have got your Heart intoa joy- 
ful frame. Now I pray, (and let it be your Dayly Prayer) That the 
God of Love fill you with Joy and Peace in believing, to whoſe Grace I 
commend you, 
Yours Unfeignedly, 


T grieves me much for your ſake, that the hand of the Lord is gone 
I out againſt you in ſo dreadful a [ rovidence ; that it puts me hard to 
it, how to miniſter a word of Conſolation to You in this your ſad con- 
dition. A wiſe Son maketh a glad Father, but a fookſh Son ts the heavy- 
xeſs of his Mother. I have no greater joy, than to hear that my Chil- 
dren walk in the Truth : So I know no greater affliction that can befall 
Parents, then to have Children walking contrary to the Truth, and dy. 
ing in their Sins. Yet is not your Caſe in this reſpect ſingular. No 
Temptation hath befallen you, but what is common to men, to good 
men ; Witneſs Aaron, Ely, David, with many others, whom I could 
name, known both to you and me. You are to acquiels in Gods Provi- 
dential Adminiſtrations, and not to diſquiet your Soul with the doubt- 
fulneſs of his Eternal Eſtate. But to aſcribe Righteouſneſs to your 
Maker ; and fay with the Pſalmiſt, Righteous art thou, O Lord, and up- 
right are thy judgments, How unſearchable are his judgments, and his 
pan bal hndines ake the Example of the Prophets, and other 
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Holy Men in Scripture, for an example of ſuffering Affliction, and of | 
Patience, Set before you the Patience of Job, who beſides the loſs of | 
{o great an Eſtate, loſt all his Children, ſeven in number, cur off by | 
untimely death ; yet how _ yy doth he demean himſelf, how Pa- | 
tiently to admiration? Two of Aarons Sons in the flower of their Age, | 
and in the beginning and very firſt entrance upon that Sacred Function, | 
periſh by fire from Heaven ; a heavy ſtroke, arguing great indignation ; | 
yet mark the Fathers pious behaviour under ſuch a mark of Gods dif- | 
pleature, [Azron held his Peace.) As for Davids lamentation over Ab- | 
ſalom, it is not to bedrawn into imitation : For the bottom of his grief | 
was not purely, nor chiefly (as far as appears) ſorrow for his ſin, and | 
the eternal condition of his Soul ; but rather proceeded from Natural | 
Aﬀection, and over much fondnels and indulgence, becauſe of his ex- ' 
quilite Beauty, which the Scripture doth highly extol : For he takes | 
not one ſigh at the death of Ammon, who alto dyed in his fin, and allo | 
by a violent death by the hand of his Brother, At other times, and in | 
other caſes his Carriage was commendable. Pſal. 39. 9. 1 was dumb, 

1 opened not ny niouth ,, becauſe thou aidſt it. If you fay, this is nor | 
ro the purpole, this cometh not home to the point, what comfort can; 
you aftord me touching my Sons Salvation, or what ground of hope ? | 
Here I confeſs I am at a lots, and mult ſay, as the King of 1ſrac/ tothe 
poor Woman, crying, Help, O King. If the Lord do not help thee, 
whence ſhall I help thee ? If the Word yield thee no hope, or ſolid: 
ground of Comfort, I ſhould but proffer flattery, and viſions of my 
own heart ; if I ſhould offer to give Topicks of Comfort out of my 
own Invention. You are not without hope, that God might give hin 
Repentance, to recover himſelf out of the ſnare of the Devil, if your! 
intelligence be not to the contrary. There is place left for hope. Ad+i 
verſity often opens the eye that fin had ſhut; as we fee in Joſephs Bre-i 
thren, who had lain in their ſin above twenty years, without remorſe 

till Afiction awakened them : Thelike we ſee in Manaſſes; when he 
was in afflition, he humbled himſelf, and belought God, who was in4 
treated of him, though he had been a prodigious ſinner. $o the prodis 
gal Son by ſtraits, and other awakening aMictions, came to himſelf 
and returned to-his Fathers houſe. And the example of Rocheſters R 
pentance is remarkable, You cannot fay you were ſure his Repentancg 
was true ; neither are you ſure of the contrary. $6 you are between 
hope and fear ; let that keep you from deſpair. But {uppoſe the wort} 
to ule the words of Bildad to Job, If thy Children have firmed againſf 
him, and he have caſt them away for their nagtraſey (by the way 
this was a harſh cenſure.) if it ſhould be thus, yet here is. this Comfort 
that he dyed in his Youth, not a ſinner of an hundred years old, bue 4 
young, vaio, ignorant, ſeduced perion, ta ule your own words : | 
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fo his puniſhment will be leſs, that if he had lived to gray hairs, and a'! 
bis lite had walked im the way of his own heart, aad to- had {crved di- 
vers luſts and plealures. You have parted with toe Childre:: before 
now ; thele you make no queſtion, but are. in Heaven ; you kave 
others living, (1 know not how many) they will ſtrive to be a Comforr 
to you, (I hope} by walking in the fear of God. And ir isa rare th-ng, 
and not often feen, that ail a Mans Children, where thy be numerous, 
do make good proot ; but onz, or more of them go aſtray : I mean, 
where Parents are Godly and careful. Corruptious too often prevails 
above Education. Imicate David, not in his immoderate mourning for 
Abſalom ;, but. in his moderation touching Ammon, he was comforted 
concerning Ammor, {zeing he was dead. And at the death of the In- 
fant, Now he is dead (taith he) wherefore ſhould I faft? Can 1 bring 
him back. again? I ſhall go to him, but he ſhall zot return to me, | Viich 
of you by taking thought can add te his ſtature one cubit ? Put away ex- 
ceſfive grief from your heart, and rejoyce in hope of Glory to come. 
Be thankful for the work of Grace in your own heart, that God is 
| yours, Chriſt is yours, all things are yours, Life and Death, things 
| preſent, and things to come. Now the God of Peace fill you with all 
Joy and Peace in believing 3 to whoſe Grace I commend you, and 
lre 


Tour anſeiancd Lover. 


SIR, 

UT of a deep ſenſe of your Afiction, and tender comnulerati- 
on of your great lots, in parting with your deareſt Daughter, 
{ write theſe Lines, to teſtife our compaſſon and fellow- feeling gr nt 
Sorrow ; which to do is every Chriſtians Duty ; much more the Duty 
of near Relations - The ſame which Job calls for from his Friends : 
Job 19. 21. Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my Frienas ; 
for the hand of God hath tonched me, That you are full of heavinels, 
Ind have great ſorrow of heart for the loſs of fo {weet a Child, I make 
$20 doubt, nor do I at all blame you for it ; ſo that you mourn mode- 
ately, and after a right manner, 1 Coy. 7. 30. Let them that weep, be 
bs though they wept not 3 but 1 defire you may forrow after a Godly fort, 
vith Godly ſorrow, which worketh Repentance to Salvation not to be re- 
pnted off ; but the ſorrow of the world mworketh death, 2 Cor. 7. 10. 
Chat you may mourn aright, you are to look up to God, and ſee his 
and in this froke, Ezek. 24.16. Son of man, behold I take away 
ve deſire of thine eyes with a ſtroke. And remember God is wile, the 
nty wiſe God. And wiſe Agents a&t for ſome end, ſome wile and 
reat end. God doth nothing in vain; bur the skill is to find out the 
adof Gods chaſtiſement. He is a wiſe man, that can' do that, can 
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kdow the meaning, and uadertand the Errand af Gods Rod, and ſec 
his Name writien upon i ; Ach, 6. 9g. for this let us fearchthe Scrip- 
eures, which make known to us Gods mind, and our Duty in ſuck caſes. 
Let us conſult rhe Word, make it the men of our counſel, as David 
did, Pſal. $19. 24. and pray with Jcb, Job 10. 2. Shew me wherefore 
tbou.contende/t wit; me, To underitand Gods meaning in hs correct- 
ing us, and the chief end he aims at, (though ſome other ends Gud} 
may have, which for brevity {ake Lomit) read Job 33.17. where you. 
may ſee Gods end is to open mens ears ts inſtruction, to with-hold man 
from his purpole ; namely, of ſinning, againſt God, to hide pride from 
man. Job 36. 8, 9, 10.' If theybe holden in cords of afflittion, be fhew- 
eth them their work, their evil monks, their tranſgreſſions, that they have 
exceeded; (1. ce.) gone beyond the bounds, which God fetteth in his 
Word : He openeth their ear to diſcipline, end commandeth that they turn 
from iniquity. To the ſame purpole you find in 1ſa. 27. 9. By ths ſhall 
the iniquity of Jacob be purged ; and tbis is all the fruit to taks away his 
ſin. Agreeable hereunto hath been the practice of. Gods people, to 
humble themſelves uader Gods aMlicting hand. Lam. 3. 39, 40. Where- 
fore doth a living man complain, a-man for the puniſhment of his ſon ? 
Let us ſearch, and try our wayes, and twrn unto the Lord, Micah 7. g.- 
] will bear the indignation of the Lord :becauſe I have ſinned againFt bim. 
Pſal. 33. 18. I will declare mine iniquity, 1 will be ſorry for my ſin. 
Where this Duty is neglected God camplaineth of them : 7/a. g. 13: 
This people turneth not to him that ſmiterh them ; . neither do they ſeek, the 
Lord of Hoſts. Yer. 5. 3.  Thonchaſt ſtricken them, but they have not 
grieved ; (1, e. for their fins) they haut refuſed to return. Ch, 44- 10+ 
T ey are not humbled to this day. To the right performance of this Du- 
ry gracious Promiles are made : 2 Chron. 7. 14. If my people ſhall hum- 
ble tventelves, ( under Judgments ) and pray, aud ſeek, my face, and 
rern from their evil wayes, Þ will hear from Heaven, I will forgive their 
frm, I will beal.thew Land. YJob 33. 27. If any ſay I have ſinned, and 
peruerted that which is right, and it profuteth me not, he will deliver his 
Soul from gowmg.mnto the pit. And this is the wife you;, and [every one iu 
your circumttances, ſhould make of Gods Correction, to humble your: 
telf under his mighty hand : To fay as Job 34. 31. 1 have born cha- 
ftiſement, I will:not offend any more : Ver. 3:. That which I ſee not, 

teach me 5 if \] have done iniquity, I mill d> no more. Commune with + | 
your own heart. Pfal. 4. 4, AsSk your Soul how ic doth, Am] in-Choilt ? 
Am I born :gain ? 1s there a work of Grace wrought upon. my heart? | 
That will appear by your walking - Do you walk as becometh the 
Gofpel ? Phil. 1. 27, Do you live toberly, righteouſly, godly ? Isthis 
your cotiftant walking? Do you pray coritinually in your- Family ? In; 


your Clotet ? Do you ſanctiie the Lords day duely ? Do you. reach: 
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your Children the knowledge and fear of God ? Do you Catechiſe 
them? Do you ſet them a good Example ? Do you fill up every Rela- 
tion with Duty ? Have you not far wich vain perions ? Pſal. 26. 4. Are 
= a companion to all that fear God? Pſal. 119. 63. Do you honour 
uch above others ? 7/al. 15. 4, Do you delight in their company ? 
P/al. 16. 3. This is that we are commanded to do, to bethink our 
ſelves: 2 Chron. 6. 37. Toconſider our wayes : Hag. 5. 7. To judge 
our ſelves: 1 Cor. 11. 31. To examine our ſelves whether we be in the 
Faith, or no. 2 Cor, 13 5. Now let Conſcience ſpeak, deal faithfully 
and truly with your felf ; and where you find Duty neglected, Sin 
committed, confeſs your faults to God freely ; bewail them with a bro- 
ken and contrite heart ; pray earneſtly for Grace, and a new heart ; for 
power over your corruptions ; reſolve on a new courſe of life, to be- 
come a new man by the aſſiſtance of Gods Grace. Abandon ill Compa- 
ny, and all occaſions of fin for the time to come ; run not into tempta- 
tion, but watch and pray, and keep your ſelf from your own iniquity. 
Pſal. 18. 23. If I regard iniquity im my heart, (i. e. allow my ſelf in 
any one ſin) God will not hear my prayer. Pſal. 66. 18. Whoſoever ſhall 
keep the whole Law, and offend m one point, (4. e. wittingly, knowing- 
ly,) he is guilty of all ; is obnoxious to condemnation, as if he had 
broken the whole Law. Jam. 2. 10, Let your future practice and re- 
formation ſpeak the truth of your Repentance. And if you thus turn 
to God with your whole hearr, make application to Chriſt by Faith, 
and his Bloud ſhall cleanſe you from all fin : So God will receive you to 
Mercy, as the Father received the Prodigal Son with all expreſhon of 
I ove. He that covereth his ſin ſhall not proſper ; but he that confeſſeth 
ard forſaketh them, ſhall find mercy. Prov. 22. 13. If you dare not 
{et up a Judgment-ſeat in your own Heart, and keep a privy Seſſions in 
your own Conſcience, how will you appear before the Judgment-ſear 
of Chriſt, and give an account of all your Thoughts, Words and Acti- 
ons at the great day ? For then muſt every one of us give account of 
himſelf ro God, Then bleſſed are they whoſe fins are forgiven : T hey 
may lift up their faces at that day with boldneſs, when impenitent ſinners 
ſhall be confounded, and call to the Rocks and Mountains to fall on 
them. They who live in ſin, are in danger to dye in fin, and to be 
damned eternally for fin. Sin will be ſure to find them out to puniſh- 
ment, who will not now ſearch and find, and caſt it out by Repentance 
and amendment of Life. Repent and turn your ſelves from all your 
tranſgreſſions ; ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruine. Ezek. 18. 31. Thus 
I have ſhewed you the good and right way to improve this preſent crofs, 
and to prevent worſe things, Joh. 5. 14. Sin no more, left a worſe 
thing come to you. If God give you an heart to imbrace and hearken 
> this advice, you will have cauſe to ſay with David, Pfal. 119. 67,71. 
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Before I was afiifted I went aſtray ;, but now I have kept thy word : And 
it 3s gv08 for me that I bave been afflited, that I might learn thy fta- 
twzes, And 1 beſeech you, do'not rejeCt the Counſel of God againſt 
your own Soul. Putir in practice without delay; Break off your fins 
by Ri hreouſnefs, forthwith ro Wh whyle it is called to day ; leſt your 
heart '# hardened by the deceitfulneſs of® fin: Heb. 3. 13. All fleſh 4s 
oraſs: Ard no man knoweth the day of his death. But it may be ſaid to 
any of us; Thi nigkt ſhail thy Soul be required of thee. You ſeem to 
have a crazy Body:-” You have had divers warnings cf late to mind 
you of your frailty :- And it is an high point of' wiſdom to'confider of. a 
Many latter end. Dext. 32. 29. What if Death ſhould come like a 
Thief ſuddenly, and -me warning £ Then happy are all they, who 
with the wiſe Virgins have got Oyl in their Lamps ; ſaving Grace and 
Sincerity. If a Flood come, happy are they who-(with NNoab ) have 
prepared an Ark fox the faving of their Souls, Make ſure of Chriſt ; 
keep Conſcience pure, fo ir will be peaceable; keep integrity and up- 
rightneſs, ſo you may look Death in the face without fear. I will con- 
clude with the words of 'Solomon ; Prov. 19. 20. Hear counſel, receive 
inſtruftion ; that thou mayeſt be wiſe in thy latter -end. Tender Love 
and Compaſſion to' your Soul was the only motive, which ſet my Pen 
on writing theſe Lines. Takethem in good part, and paſs a favourable 
conſtruction on them, peruſe-them, ponder them ; _ for they are of 
weight, of worth, rhe very Word of 'God, uſeful, and neceſlary to 
be followed ; nearly conducing to the Salvation of ' your. Immortal Soul. 
Conſider what I ſay, and the Lord give you. underſt anding in all things. 
2 Tim. 2. 7. To his Grace I commend you, being 


© Your Servant for the ſalvation of your Soul. 


Ecauſe my former Letter found{ſo good acceptance with you; Iam 
incouraged once again--t9' write to you z ' to let you know how 
welcome, ' and joyful a thing it is to your Friends, to underſtand, that 
you are become a new man 3 that you have put off your former Con- 
verfarion, and abandoned all vain Company ; that you keep much at 
home, and take delight in your Wife and Children, (as you have juſt 
cauſe, for they are ſweet. Children, Dutiful and Obedient) alſo that 
you pray conſtantly withthem, :and frequent the moſt lively, and pow- 
erful, and Soul-ſaving ar mars. of Gods Word on: the Lords dayes. 
Oh, how good and how pleafant'a thing it is ao all that love you, (that 
love your Soul) to hear theſe things of you ! Now I pray you fſuffera 
word of further Extiortation, 'and give.me leave to beſeech you, as 
Barnabas did thoſe newly converted Chriſtians ; As 11. 23: with 
purpoſe of heart they woild cleave uno the Lord. Reſolve by: the helg 
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of Grace, that you will never caft off your hopeful beginnings, nor 
turn aſide to crooked wayes ; but continue ſtedfaſt iu the good way you 
have taken up. unto the end, - 'The end is that which crowneth all good 
actions ; and to perleyerance in well-doing are all the promiſes made. 
Rom. 2.7. Mat. 10. 22. Rev. 21. 7- Andour Baptilmal Vow bindeth 
us to keep Gods wy Will and Commandments all the dayes of our 
lives. Now that you have begun to forſake the broad way, that lead- 
eth to deſtruction, and toenter into 'the ſtrait way that leadeth unto life ; 
(O think what a Mercy it is, that God hath awakened you (with Mary) 
to chule the (good part, that {hall not be taken from you) you ſee the 
thing is feizable, and Godlineſs is not a thing impoſſible, if | hae be but 
a willing mind. If you ſhould now, or at any time hereafter fall a- 
way, it would not be a-{in of infirmity, becauſe you cannot help it ; 
bur of perverſeneſs, becauſe you willnot be at the pains which a Godly 
life requireth : For uſe and acquaintance with a Chriſtian life makes it 
much -more eaſte to you afterwards, 'then at the beginning. For the 
preateſt-diffticulty rhat is in a-Godly life, is from cuſtom to the contra- 
ry; fothatif after ſome acquaintance with it, when you have over- 
come mbch of the hardneſs of it you ſhould give it over, that would be 
utterly deſtriictive. But. 1 hope better things of you, and things that 
accompany. Salvation, though I thus ſpeak. By all means be careful to 
ſet ſuch a watch over. your elf, and: {o'to avoid all occaſions and temp- 
cations, -as mayrpreſerve you from all 'wiltul breaches, and danger of 
Apoſtafie.:' Ahdbecaiife:by: our owh ſtrength! we-are not able to ſtand, 
fee that'you be much-in ſecret Prayer. at.:6. 6, Beg of God a new 
heart, a clean heart, ar bpright'heart. - P/al.;44. 10. 2 Cor. 5. it. Grace 
is of abſolute nece ry to Salvation, if we believe our Saviour. John 3. 
3.5. and 7. - A work'of \'Grace renewing the heart will make Chriſts 
yoke of Obedience eaſie, and his burden light, ſo his Commandments 
will not be,igrievaus.- 1: J6hc..5-13bi:1f s by | the help-.of the Spirit 
\chahging and-fanAifying the heart;; that wwe -mortifie the deeds .of the 
Aefh. Rom. 8. 1g. LThire may- be at outward; Refgrination,, where 
there 1s-no inward work of -Regeneration, $0. a man ,may -be.in the 
"condition of the Scribes,  Afark, 12:34, 'not far from the Kingdom of 
Heaven; yet never -efter into. it. O wreſtle with God in Prayer, as 
'for Mercy to/pardot {in ipaſt ; 1o for-Grace,; and the-Spirit of Sandtifi- 
-cavion to reriew!ydur heart, -and to reform-your-life 3 that ſo you may 
walk before Gbd :to fall 'well;pleaſmg.:..f,you would do 10, contmaue 
'inftane wo Prayer z Col. <4. '2.': God'will; give rhe: Haly Spirit to them that 
"#kit. Luke 11. 13+ Chriſt-aſſyres us,” That whatſcever we ask, in his 
"name, the Father will grant. - Thus:you-ſhall-becpme!'a good Tree, 
\bringitip forth the:good Fruits:'of Righteauſvelb,- >Helinaſs, [aud Sobrie- 
by; 20the Praiſe atiil Glory ef +God, the \Chodis: ie FP, y p00! 

ot! MC 


The Life of My.” Higron, Ce. 67 


Example of athers, to the rejayciag of all good Chriſtians, ang. the 
everlaſting Salvation of ygyr own Spul. Yea, there will be joy in the 
profeuee of the els of God. 0zer one ſinner that repenteth. Luk. 19. 10, 
So. whether yau live or dye, you ſhall be the Lords: And this is con- 
Gderable at {uch a time as this, when, Sigkpels is to Epidemical, . and 
many: dye every where, you yaue ſelf ſeem tg be of ao ſtropg 
Conſtirutian, as it appears-by your atzen Infirmiges. I ſay. it again, 
Regeneration is the one thing neceflary,' without which, outlide/Refor- 
mation is bur like painting 8 rotten Poſt, or making clean the outſide 
of the Cup and Platter, when the inſide is full of excels and extortion, 
Mer. 23. Though you know thete things, yet 1 thought ir not unuſe- 
ful ro put you in remembrance of them z. that you.may be ſettled and 
eſtabliſhed in the preſear Truth, and {a may continue to the end : 
Which is the earneſt deſire, aud ſhall be the Prayer of 


Your very Frieng for the Sakuation 
of your Soul, 


$8.4}, ; 
Fully purpoſed to have given you a Viſit z but hearing your Wife 
I was ſo near her 'Irayail I forbore till a fitter opportunity. And 
lince I underſtand to my grief, that ſhe is delivered of two Children, 
both dead ; and for which I am informed, you are much troubled ; for 
which 1 cannot blame you, for the Providence is ſad : And a Chriſtian 
ſhould be a Man of Wiſdom, to ite Gods Name written upon the Rod. 
So was the Name of Aaron, for the Tribe of Levi, written upon his. 
Numb. 17. 3. And as his brought forth Buds and Bloſſoms, and ripe 
Fruits ; ſo ſhould Gods Rod of Correction yield good Fruit, in them 
that are exerciſed therewith, even the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſ- 
neſs and Repentance. #Hear the Rod and who hath appointed it. Micah 
6. 9. The Rod hath a voice: It cometh upon ſome Errand, or other, 
if we were wiſe enough to underſtand its meaning. Which that we 
may do, the beſt way is to Commune with own hearts : Pſal, 4. 4. 
To ſearch aud try our wayes, and turn to fag vor Lam. 3. 49. And 
be earneſt with God in Prayer, that he would open our ears to dilci- 
pline. Job 10. 2. Shew me why thou contendeſt with me. Job 34. 31 
32. Surely at is meet to be ſaid ro God, I have born chaſtiſement, An 
I would not have you or your Wife give way to exceſſive ſorrow in this 
caſe ; but follow the Counſel of the Word (which ought to be the 
Rule of our Paſſions, as well as our Attions); Let your moderation be 
known to all men. Phil, 4.6. And they that meep (for outward Croſles) 
be, as though they wept not, 1 Cor. 7. 30. Learn we muſt to exerciſe 
the grace of Sel&degyal ; which our Saviour hath taught us by tus own 
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Example : Toh» 18, rt. The cup which my Heavenly Father hath given 
me,” ſhall I not drink, it ?” And it was a" very bitter one. Again, Net 
what I will, but what thou wile, God 'is wiſer than Man, he is God only 
wiſe. ' We ſee but a little way; 'Gods underſtanding is inflaite.. Times 
are il] at preſent, they maybe worle ; - yea, fo bad, that people may 
have caule to ſay, Zuke 23: 29. Bleſſed be the barren, and the Womb. 
that never bear, and the 'Paps which never:gave ſuck, Yet if Children 
be a Bleſſing, as I grant they be in-themſelves, and: defirable, there is 
no time over-pafſed ; but you may have your Quiver fall of ſuch Ar- 
rows, if God ſee it good for you-: And if not, I hope-you are more 
a Chriſttan, than to deſire them. - -Peware I befeech you both, of the 
leaſt impatience in this caſe ; and if any ſuch bitter root ſhould ſpring 
up in your hearts, check it, and chide it away, as Job did his Wives 
perverſe motion 5 ſaying, Shall we receive good at the hands of the 
Lord, and ſhall we not receive evil ; But this I adviſe you, aſſoon as 
your Wife is ſtrengthened, appoint a ſolemn day of Humiliation, to 
entreat the favour of God, that this affliction may be ſantified, and 
the _ of God (if you conceive he be diſpleaſed) may be turned 
away from you, and fiom your Family : Which wy done, acquiels 
im the good pleaſure of God 3 Let him do to you as to him ſeemeth beſt : 
So ſaid David in the like caſe, 2 Sam. 15. 25, 26. If I ſhall find favour 
in the eyes of the Lord, he will, &c. If he thus ſay, I have no delight in 
thee ; Behola, here I am, &c. This courſe a-Kinſman of yours and 
ours, Was adviſed to take after the death of all his firſt Children, and 
it pleaſed God to give iſſue, perfect Children; three at leaſt, that are all 
alive, Men and Women at this _ One may be too impetuous' in his 
deſire of this, or the other Earthly Bleſſing, which deſire God may 
rant in Anger. So we ſee in- Rachel, who was: faulty in. this kind, 
and had a Son whom ſhe named Bennoni, Son of my ſorrow,. which coſk 
her her Life. Be you very thankful ro-God, that hath ſpared the Tree; 
though the Fruit periſh. Reſign your Wills intirely to the Will of 
God, which is a wife, juſt, rational, gracious Will, who doth all 
things for the beſt to them that love him : Whereas our Wills are 
crooked, unjuſt, fooliſh, and oft unreaſonable. - Alſo God is our Sove-- 
raign Lord, to whum we muſt all ſubſcribe, as to his commanding, 1 
to his diſpoſing Will. Theſe Lines I defire you to impart to your ſe- 
cond ſelf alſo, who may be therein concern'd equally with your ſelf. 
Thus with my Prayers to God (who teacheth his Peopte to profit, both 
by his Word, and-Rod)) that his hand may be f{anctified to: you -(and 
fanified Aﬀflitions are better then unſanctified: Proſperity, faith Mr. 
Dod) ſoas you may be able to fay by good Experience, /t i good for 
me that 1 have been afflitted. 1 commend you to the grace of God. 
pt, 30. 1680. . | I Ladle Yonrs, &c, J. H:. 
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Beſeech you ſuffer a word of — plainneſs and freedom in a: 
matter of deep concernment. 1 ſhall not play the Orator to make. 
you a learned Speech, nor drels my words with Eloquence, where- 
with to tickle and pleate you; but I ſhall write words of Truth and Sober- 
neſs, and that upon a weighty errand, to which I requeſt your attention. 
How much better are the wounds of a friend, than the kiſſes of an ene-- 
my. The buſinels of theſe lines is to defire you to reflect with ſerjouſ- 
nels upon your late piece of Juſtice in the conviction of thole good Chriſti- 
ans, who now by your means are ſentenced to ſuffer, as evil doers 
when yet you can find no Occaſion againſt them, but what Danjel's: 
Accuſers( who were Heathens ) found againſt him, concerwing the - Law 
of his God. Dan. 6, 5; Pray weigh this your act in the ballance of the 
Sanctuary, andtry if it will hold weight there. For we mut all appear 
before the Judgment -ſeat of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 10. Every one of us ſhall 
give an account of himſelf to God, Rom. 14. 12. So then, if in this action 
you have dealt truly and ſmcerely with God and his Houſe, you may re- 
joyce and take comfort in it. If asa Magiſtrate you have ſpoken righte-= 
oulnels, judged uprightly, as Pſal. 58. 1. If you have judged Gods People 
with righteouſneſs, if you have defended the poor and fatherlefs, if 
you have done juſtice to the afflicted and needy, if you have rid them 
out of the hand of the wicked, as Pſal. 82.3,4. then-ſhall you have peace 
Mm yo ur own conſcience,and a good rewardatthe reſurrection of the juſt, 
when God will reward every man according to his works. Burt if you 
have judged unjuſtly, and accepted the perlons of- the wicked, if you 
have broken in pieces Gods people, and afflicted his heritage, if you have 
perſecuted Chriſt in his members, if you have hindered the progreſs of 
the Goſpel, and forbidden Miniſters to preach to people whereby they: 
may be ſaved : then know that God ſtands in the Congregation of the 
mighty, he#s Judge among the Gods, Pſal. 82. 1. He is among themto- 
approve, protect, and reward them, if they judge righteous: judge- 
ments ; he is among them, as a curious obſerver of their judgments ; if 
they corrupt juſtice and turn righteouſneſs into gall, he will bring _ 
of their works into judgment, and acquir ſuch as they condemn, and pals 
a righteous Sentence upon their crooked and unjuſt cenſures. Magiſtrates: 
are ſtiled Gods, Pſal. 82.6. becaule inveſted with Gods image above 0+ 
thers, receive authority from- God, and ſhould act for God, judge as 
God himſelf would judge. But ſeriouſly Sir, do you: think, that when 
God the Son, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come to judge the quick and dead, , 
chat he ( I ſay) will approve thoſe Judges,or Juſtices that paſſe Sentences. 
and pive out warrants to ſpoil Miniſters, and'Chriſtians of their goods for- 
preaching, praying, or hearing Sermons ? Is preaching and praying now. 
become an iniquity to be puniſhed by the judge f. By a-Chriſtian, 
Mgieſtzate? The Apoſtle ſaith, wo bets. me if 1 preach ngt the; Gofgel = 
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but by ſuch manner of atting ir fhould feem to bequite contrary ; wo te 
me if [ do preach the golpet. And as I have hitherto conſidered you as a 
Magiſtrate, fo give me leave to look on you a little as a Chriſtian, and ſee 
how a greeable to the truth of Chriſtianity this act wyll appear, how 
well it becometh a Chriſtian Magiſtrate. Every Chriſtian-ought to pro- 
mote -Chriſts Kingdom, according to the Lords prayer, Thy Kingdom 
come. But ſuppreffing of preaching is the direCt means to overthrow 
Chriſts Kingdom,and to build up Satans. By theſe late aCtings, in which 
you lead the way, how many preachers have been ſilenced, how many 

undreds of Sermons —_— ? by which who knows how many lot 
Sheep might have been found, how many finners.converted, Saints edi- 
fied, theeyes of many blind opened, dead Souls quickened anderernally 
faved? If it be ſo bleſſed a work to convert one (inner, Fam. 5. 20. whole 
work is it to hinder ſinners converſion ? What titles doth St. Paul give 
Elymas for an at of like nature, for endeavouring to hinder the preach- 
ing but of one Sermon, fee Atts 13.10. He that with-boldeth corn,people ſhall 
cnrſe him, Prov. 1 1.26, much worſe do they who with-hold the bread of 
life from people ./-was hungry 4nd ye gave me no meat, Mat. 25.42. Will 
Chriſt ſay tothe wicked at the laſt day ; but what will he ſay toopprels- 
ers, Spoilers, Sons of violence; may he not ſay to them,] had a little meat, 
clothes,money,and ye took them from me ? ſure,that is worſe ; and worſt 
of all is taking away ſpiritual food. As the Soul is more excellent than 
the Body fo much worſe is it to take away the bread of life, far worſe, 
than to take away corporal food. Pray conſider how in conſiſtent this is 
with love to God and Chriſt, which all Chriſtians profeſs. Joh. 21. 15, 
17. Peter, loveſt thou me ? feed my lambs, feed my ſheep. A Mini- 
ſter can no way better teſtify hislove to Chrilt, than by diligent and faith- 
ful feeding the flock with ſincere milk of the word, nor a Magiſtrate, 
than by incouraging the faithful diſpenſers of the word ; whom to dif- 
courage and puniſh for doing their duty, how highly diſplealing and pro- 
voking tothe Lord is fuch an aft ? who rebuked even Kings for their 
fakes, faying do my Prophets no harm, Pſal. to5 14+ Nor can you al- 
tedge juſtly, that you puniſh them not for preaching and hearing, but 
for tran{preſſing the law, when you know, they have authority both to 
preach and hear by his _— Declaration and Licenſe under his hand 
and Seal; yea and a Bill of eaſe is under conſideration of this preſent Par- 
kment rojuſtify their proceedings. And doth it become inferiour Magi- 
krates to interpoſe, or rather to oppoſe that Indulgence ; which both 
King and Parliament have thought meet to grant ? Nor need you tofear 
the foſs of an hundred pounds, in caſe you had refuſed to aft, For men 
of judgrhent are of Opinion, that the forfeiture is not at all reoverable in 
Law. Arid if t were, what Informer dare contend with you for it ? But 
a2pnoſe the worſt. reac 1H. 28. 9. What [ball we do for the hundred 
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T atents ? The Lord is able togive thee much more than this. Oh how vile 
a thing is the love of money, 1. Tim. 6. 9. If any man love the world, the 
lowe of the Father is not in him, 1 Joh. 2.15. 1 will uot beſo uncharitable to» 
wards you, as not to hope and believe, that you love Jeſus Chriſt eng: 24 
et if you love the world, s.e. money, eſteem credit or any thing in 
world above Chriſt, you love him not ſincerely ; at, 10. 37, He that 
loveth F ather, or Mother &C, more than me, is not worthy of me, is no gaod 
Chriſtian. Give me leave to cite one paſſage out of Mr. Baxter== In Qs 
Mary's days, when Martyrs were condemned tothe fire, there were many 
great men, wha really loved them, and wiſhed them well, and their hearts 
grieved iu pity for them, as knowing them to be in tke right. But they loved their 
honour, wealth, and ſafety ſo much bettcy, that they would ſu 0x the Bench, 
yea, and give Semence for their burning, for fear of hazarding their world 
happineſs, was this ſincere love, &c. Mr. Baxter Saints reſt, p. 3. pag.239. 
Say not theſe men under conviction are Difſenters, Phanaticks, &c. I 
will not hazard my reputation to be eſteemed a favourer of ſuch. You 
know Chriſtianit hath ever been reproached, and hath ſuffered under 
black names. Chriſt himſelf was blaſted with the odious name of Samari- 
taxe. His Apoſtles and the firſt Chriſtians were termed the ſect of the Na+ 
zarenes,of which Pax! himlelf was counted the Ringleader, As .24-5. an 
Heretick, v. 14. The Chriſtians of former ages in England were called 
Lollards Heriticks &c. and in our age Puritans, Phanaticks, But what 
if Chriſt own them for his people and members, whom the world proſe- 
Cutes with odious titles ? What a caſe arethey in then,that vexand ſpoil 
them of their goods? What if you had been 1ll thought of by ſome vile 
perions ( for wicked men are vile, P/al. 15. 4. Da. 11.21. ) youſhould 
the more be had in reputation-of wiſe and good men. To be di{praiſed and 
Shuonged by lewd men, is no diſgrace, but a commendation ; yea, GoJ 
himſelf will honour them that honour him, 1 Sam. 2. 30. But Chrift will 
be aſhamed of them that are afhamed of him, dark 8. 38. Oh! how 
fearful ts their-caſe, who fear menmore then God, who will rather deny 
the truth, or-act againſt a good cauſe, or.a good conſcience, than they 
will diſpleaſe an Informer ? Rev. 24. 8; fearful are ſet in the fore- 
front of the damned crew. Now, good Sir, conſideryour ways, look 
them in the 2 aſs .of the word, not.in the:glals. of this world ; fla what 
have I done-? It had been better wiſdom to have done ſo before the 
act, to'have viewed the obliquity of it, the conſequences with all the 
circumſtances of ic, andio have-reſalved, with Joſeph, how ſhall.I do this? 
&e. Gen. 39.9. to have laid with Nehemiah, ſhall ſuch-a.man .as I do 
this.?- 1 whom God hach bleed. with ſagreat an Eſtate, iuveſted with 
authexity to fit-inthe Seat of Juſtice, '{hauld not.l honour God agg 
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kingdom 'by furppreſſing the Goſpel? What evil hath - the Goſpel ef 
Chriſt done ? *T hat the preacher of ir, the profeſſors of it ſhould be thus 
deſpighrfully ufed by the world, by profeſſing Chriſtians ; What account 
can I render to the Lord of this, when it ſhail be faid, give account of thy 
Stewardſhip, for thou maiſt be no longer Steward? Should I, that was 
looked upon with much reſpect by all ſober Chriſtians be the firſt of all 
thoſe of my rank, andthe leading Man inthataQtion, which tends direct- 
ly tothe pulling down the walls of Gods Feruſalem,and make the builders 
thereof to ceaſe by force and power, which was the work of Heathens 
and enemies toReligion? Ezra 4. 23. 24. Then ceaſed the work of the 
houſe of God, Think how many ſighs and tears you wring from the 
mourners in £107, how many prayers and cryes are ſent up to Heaven for 
theenlargment of che Goſpel and Goſpel Miniſters, by your means ſilenced, 
Atts 12.5. Arad will not God avenge hi; own Elett, Luk. 18. 7. which 
cryed day ana nitht, though be bear loyg ? Is it good that you do, to in- 
courage the Vipers and Caterpillars of the land, who thirſt after the ſpoilt 
and prey, that they may inrich themſelves with the labours of innocent 
men ? . For which cauſe, even for filthy lucre, they act the Devils parr, 
the grand enemy of mans ſalvation : They, as he, 0 about ſeeking to devour. 
To draw a concluſion, wherefore, O Sir, (to ule Danicls words, Chop. 
4: 27. ) Let my counſel be acceptable, break, off your ſin by righteouſneſs, and 
your iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the poor, if it may be a lengthening of your 
Trangnillity. Do what lyesin you to deliver the oppreſſed from vio- 
lence and ſpoil;; let the Informers be checked and diſcouraged, by Miſſing 
their expected pray. Let reparation be made to the Sufferers, by cauſing 
that every man have his goods taken from him, reſtored again In cales 
of wrong and offences done to our Neigbours, repentance to God is not 
ſufficient, without fatisfation to man, if there be ability, as I am cer- 
tain there is in this caſe. You know Angſt. ſaying,which is good divinity, 
The fin is not forgiven except reſtitution be mage of that which is taken 
awmgy. And now I have done, only let me give you an account, why 
I take'on me this boldneſs to be thus plain with you. Surely it is becauſe 
Thonour you, as not only a Gentleman but a Chriſtian;one who have good 
things in you, and a Conſcience bearing witneſs to the truth, and will not 
rebel againſt the light, when it ſhines out, but will yield an obedient ear, 
as David ſpeaks, Pſal. 141. 5. Let therighteons ſmite me, &c. Prov. 2.8, 
23. Hethat rebiketh, &c. Levit. 19. 17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother, 
&c. By warrant of theſe and other Scriptures, I have adventured to 
deal plainly with youin this matter, aſſuring you that my hearts deſire 
and Prayer to God for youis, that you may be ſaved. And if it pleaſe 
God to open your eyes, and touch your heart, then it will never re- 
pent you, that you hearkened to the counſel of a poor Miniſter, but you 
will bleſs God for it (as David did for Abigails advice, 1 Sam. 25: $5. ) 
- tnat 
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that you may make reparation for what is paſt, and be kept for the fu- 
rure from work of this ſort. Let the Devils Servants do their Maſters 
drudgery, (for ſuch it is, Rev. 2. 10.) but keep you your ſelf pure. 
To conclude in the words of a wiſe Man, but no Chriſtian ; 5. e. of 
Gamaliel, Atts 5. 38, 39. 1 ſay refrain from theſe men, and let them 
alone _; for if this counſel, or thus work, be of men, it will come to nought : 
But if ut be of God, you cannot overthrow it, leſt haply you be found even 
r0 fight againſt God, Now craving pardon for this tediouſneſs and pro- 
lixity, and your candid interpretation, I take leave, and commend you 
to God, reſting 
Your Worſhips to be commanded 
Loſco. 
John Hieron. 


Cozen, | 

T is now a long time ſince I ſaw you : But to me no little grief ; 1 

hear an evil report of your lewd and ungodly courſe of life, that 
you lead, to the great diſhonour of God, the grief of your Friends, 
the danger of your Immortal Soul, and the ruine of your Family, 
whom by waſting, and your unthrifry courſes, you muſt needs bring 
to Poverty here, and hazard their Eternal Salvation hereafter, by your 
ill exainple, and neglect of honouring and worſhiping of God in your 
Family, as every Chriſtian is bound to do. Now I pray you conſider 
your wayes ; whether is Alehouſe haunting, keeping company with 
Drunkards, caſting off Prayer and all Family Duties, the way to 
Heaven or Hell ? Is this to walk as the Goſpel teacheth, Soberly, Righ- 
teouſly, Godly in this preſent evil World ? Is this to follow the Exam- 
ple, and Godly Education of your pious Friends, who brought you up 
in the fear of God ? Is this to walk according to the Vow of your Bap- 
tilm, in which you were dedicated to the fervice of God ts Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and in which you promiſed to forſake the Devil 
and all his works, the vanities of the World, and the luſts of the Fleſh ? 
Pray, think how great a fin Perjury 1s, to be forſworn by breaking a 
lolemn Vow made to God in the face of a Congregation, which God 
will require at your hands ? And how fearful a fin is Apoſtacy, to fall 
away from your holy profeſſion, which ſometime you made. Read, 
and tremble at thoſe Scriptures, Prov.-14. 14. 2 Pet. 2. 20. 21. Heb. 
10.:29. Willthe pleaſure of fin for a ſeaſon make you amends for the 
loſs of Heaven and: Eternal Happineſs ? Can your good fellows and 
companions in wickedneſs fave you from the wrath of God, and the 
vengeance of eternal fire? Will they, or can they comfort you in Sick- 
neſs, at the hour of Death or day of Judgment ? Did the rich man 
; Lk, 16, 28, think that his Brethrens company would be any ſolace to 
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him in Hell ? Why then doth he requeſt ſo earneſtly, that a-Preactier 
might be ſent to warn them, thac they might turn and eſcape the place 
of corment ? Lay theſe things to heart, and remember your ſelf in 
time, before it be too late.” And as with the prodigal Son you have run 
away from yonr Fathers houſe, and from yonr Duty ; fo return with 
him to your Obedience, Confefs and bewail your fins to God, as he- 
did, and forſake them and you ſhall find mercy, as he did. Burt do it 
betime withour delay, defer irnot ; leſt your heart be hardened through 
the deceirfulnels of fin, or leaſt death come upon- you- unawares, And- 
if you dye in your fins, Hell follows after. Abandon the Alehouſe and- 
all wicked company, ſer up Religion in your Family, pray not only 
once on a Sabbath day, (1 marvel where you learnt that) but every day 
morning and night ; and. break off all your fins by Repentance, and 
pray for anew heart ; for why will ye dye? Exch. 18. 31. Deſpiſe not 
this Counſel, but receive it as {ent from God, leaſt it witneſs againſt 
you in the greatday, when everyone muſt give -an- account of himſelf 
to God. And it may. very well be the laſt, which you may ever re- 
ceive from 
| Your Uncle, which pityeth your pooy 
Ofob. 20. 1680. Soul, and all yours. 


JR Ecaute Ipity your Conditions, I thought good to give you ſome di- 
' reCtions in Writing, which you may read, and conſider, and have 
them ready by you, and.your Son may ponder them, as Mary kept the 
layings of Chriſt, and pondered them in her Heart ;- becauſe words of 
Advice, only ſpoken. in the Ear; are ſoon forgotten, and become as 
water fſpilt on the ground; And what 'write ſha!l be-words of- Truth 
and Soberneſs, * taken out: of the Scrtpture of Truth, or agreeable 
thereunto. Andtherefore- you ovght to give the more diligent heed to 
them, In the firſt place, F ſhall dire&t my words to- you and your 
Wife, and'pray you to confider your- waves, and ſearch. and try your 
Hearts, aud fee wherher God hath not laid this affliction on: your Child 
for the Parents fin; ; for though it become not others to judge unchari- 
tably of them, who ſuffer ſuch things according to our Saviours cau- 
tion, Suppoſe ye that thoſe Galilegns were greater ſinners, than all the 
Galileens ; 1 tell you,” Nay : Tuk. 13. 3, 5, Yet it is our-Duty to 
humble our ſelves under the mighty hand of God ; to/judge our ſelves ; 
to commune wich our own hearts ; to fee Gods name- written upon his 
Rod : Micah 6: 9g, To hear the Rod, and who hath appointed it. Gods 
Rod hath a voice; it calleth to us ; if we were wiſe enough to know 
the meaning of ir, rounderſtand irserrand. Job 3 1. 31, '32. Surely it 
meet to be ſaid unto God, T have born chaſtiſement, 1 will not offend'any 
ore: That which I ſee nos, teach thou me ; if thave mondo ++ 
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will do-no more. Imitate Rebekah, Why am I thu ? Ard ſhe went to eu- 
qaire of the Lord, Gen. 25. 22. Shew me wherefore thou contendeſt with 
me. Job 10. 2. If your Heart do not condemn you for any particulac 
ſin ;. yet renew your Repentance for all fin ; labour to excite and fiir 
up the Grace of God within you, Be more fervent in Prayer, dili- 
gent in hearing, more watchful over your hearts, and all your wayes; 
mortifie corruptions, and walk more cloſely with God, and pray that 
this affliction may be {anctified to you, that you may come forth as 
gold, afcer God hath tryed you : Job 23. iO. That you may be able to 
lay as David, Pſal. 119. 71. It ts guod for me that I have been afflicted, 
that I mizht learn thy ſtatutes, "Thus is what I thought good to fay to 
you Parents. 

Now [ ſpeak to your Son : Though God does ſometimes viſit the 
iniquity of Parents upon Children ; yet there is none upon Earth fo 
juſt, or innocear, as to be Naturally pure, and free from fin. All are 
born in fin. The imagination of the Heart of Man is evil from his 
youth. Youare therefore to be humbled for Original Sin, the Corrup- 
tion of your Nature, the Mother of all abominations, And pray, that 
you may be born again. with a new birth from Heaven. David con- 
feſſeth, Pſal. 51. 5. Behold, I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſin did my 
Mother conceive me, Every one therefore muſt be renewed ; taken off 
the ſtock of old Adam, and ingraffed into Chriſt. 2 Cor. 5. 17, If 
any man be in Cbriſt, be is a new creature. Make ſure of this, that you 
be in Chriſt. [n him God is well pleaſed, and with all that are in 
Chriſt. If you may ſay with David, Pſal. 118. 6, 7. The Lord « 
01 my ſide, 1 will not fear what men, or Devils, can do unto me : The 
Lord takgth my part with them that help me. Again, Pſal. 56. 11. In 
God I put my truſt, I will not fear what man can do nnto me, Pſal. 27. 1. 
The Lord is my light, and my ſalvation, whom ſhall I fear ? The Lord s 
my ſtrength, of whom ſhall I be afraid ? Rom. 8. 31. If God be for w, 
who can be againſt us? He that ſpared not his own Son, &c. Make ſure 
of Gods love, and then you need not fear the Devils malice. For firſt, 
the Devil is a conquered Foe. He is a Dragon, or Lyon in chains. 
Rev. 20. 1. Chriſt that owns the Crols hath overcome and ſubdued him. 
Heb. 2. 14. Through bis death he hath deſtroyed him that had powcr of 
death, that i the Devil. He cannot go one link beyond his Chain, He 
could not touch one Lamb of all Jobs flock, till God gave him leave He 
could not enter into the Herd of Swine till Chriſt permitted him. He 
cannot appear to you, nor hurt you, except God ſuffer him, The very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. Matth. 10. 30. By fearing him, 
you do him too much pleaſure and honour : And will you pleature a 
cruel enemy ? Anenemy to God and your Soul By fo doing you dil- 
honour God and Chriſt, whois your ſtrength aud Redeemer, You do 
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in effect ſay, I doubt the Devil is too hard for God. 1 fear God can- 
not deliver me out of his hands. Whereas it is promiſed, Rom. 16, 
20. The God of peace ſhall tread Satan under your feet ſhortly. 1 Joh. 
4+» 4. Greater # he that i in you, than he that us in the world. How 
fooliſh a thing is it to fear that which never did befal you, nor any man, 
not one of ten thouſand? What, did you ſee the Devil, or have you 
known one man or woman, that ever did ſee him; except Witches who 
call him in to their aſſiſtance ? His ſuggzſtions, or temptations cannot 
harm you ; but moleſt and trouble you. They are not your fins, you 
may ſtil] keep your integrity for all them, as Job and Chriſt did. And 
if God ſhould tuffer him to appear to you ; yea, and carry your Body 
from place to place, as he did our Saviour ; yet it is not in his power 
to hurt you. I have read of a Godly Miniſter, that for want of a better, 
was forced to dwell in a Houſe that was haunted, and one night when 
he was in Bed the Devil appear'd to him, ſtanding like a Man at his Beds 
feet : The Miniſter ſaw him, but was not aftrighted ; only faid to him, 
If thou have nought «ſe to do, thou mayeſt ſtand there ſtill, I will betakg 
my felf to my reſt ; and fo he did, and heard no more of his gueſt. The 
Devil is a proud Spirit, and loveth to domineer, and have men ſtand in 
awe of him, to fear him inſtead of God, and this he triumpheth in. 
But the beſt way is to light and contemn him, as the Miniſter did; fo 
ſhall you be ſooner rid of him. 

Leave thinking of him, and have God more in your mind ; his Mer- 
cy, Love, and Care to all that fear him ; his Promites, Providence : 
T heſe call to mind Gods Attributes, his Allſufficiency, his almighty 
Power. I am the almighty God; Gen. 17. 1. and Gen. 15. I. Fear not 
Abraham, I am thy fbield, and thy exceeding great reward. Toſh. 4. 
5, 6, I will be with thee : I will never fail thee nor forſake thee. Be 
ſtrong and of a good CONrAGe, Thele Promites, though made to Abra- 
ham, and to Joſhnz, belong to every believer. Beltevers are Heirs of 
the Promiſes. Hb. 6. 179. And Paul applies them to all believers ; 
Heb. 13. 5. And 1o doth Peter; 2 Pet. 1..4 Do you act fatth in the 
promiſes, and reaſon thus z Is God my God, my Heavenly Father in Je- 
ſizes Chrift? Doth he love me ? Pal. 146. 8. Doth he care for me? 
1 Pet. 5. 7. Watch over me, is he my ſhield and buckler ? Pſal. 121. 3, 
4,5. Prov. 2. 7. My ſtrength, rock, fortreſs, high tower, my delivercy. 
P/al. 18. 1, 2. Shall I then be ſo cowardly, as to fear a- creature, the 
Devil, all the Devils in Hell, when God 1 for me ! God heepeth, carcth 
for me, watcheth over me night and day. Iſa. 27. 34 Where s wy. faith ? 
Check your ſelf for unbelief, as Chriſt did. Peter, Aatth. 14. 31. O 
thou of little faith, wherefore didſt thou doabr ? And as Davjd did his 
ewn Soul : Pſal. 42 !Vhy art thou caft down O my Soul; &c, Laltly, 
:QLAre in Chriſt, then are you dear to God ;/ though you be gever 


_ the Father, and the Son, bythe Holy Ghoſt, And alwayes remember, 
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fo poor, you are a member of Chriſt, of the family of Heaven, of the 
Houſhold of Faith, a Lamb of Chriſts flock, a Child of God, an Heir 
of Heaven, Will God ſuffer the Devil to harm any, 1o dear to him. 
Joh. 10. 28. My ſheep ſhall never periſh, nor (hall any man, or devils, 
be able to pluck, them out of my fathers band, . Chriſt is a good 8hep- 
herd, Iſa. 40. 11. He will gather the lambs in his armes, and carry 
them in his boſom. He will not quench the. ſmoaking flax, nor break, the 
bruiſed reed. As a Father pityeth his Children, ſo the Lord pityeth them 
that fear him. He may ſuffer men to ride over their wal Satan t0 
buffit them, 2 Cor. 12. 7. bur ſtill his eye of Fatherly care is on them ; 
P/al. 34. 15. and all things ſhall work rogether for their good. Now 
lay all theſe things together. 

1. Saran is a Conquered, a Chained Enemy, 

2. By flaviſh fear you do him' too much honour. 

3. You wrong God and Chriſt, as if they were not able' to ſave you, 

4. Call to mind Gods gracious Attributes, Providence, Promiles. 

5. Your relatian to God and Chriſt, to whom in Baptiſm you were 
devoted ; and fo are a Member of Chriſt, one of Gods Children, whom 
he loves; pityeth and careth for. Say now, as Nehemiah, Should ſuch 
a one as I flee, ſhould I fear the Devil? No, fear God, fear to diſpleaſe 
him by fin, by this immoderate fear. Reſiſt the Devil by Faith and fer- 
vent Prayer Lay hold on Gods promiſes. Apply them to your ſelf 
by Faith, as-if they had been made to you by Name. Hold no diſpute | 
with Satan ; he will be too hard for you. Bur take the Sword of the 
Spirit, the Word of God. Anſwer his Cavils with that, as our Savi- 
our did. Avoid folitarineſs, as much as you may, When you are'a- 
lone, yet remember youare not alone. Believers have fellowſhip with 


that the Holy Angels encamp round about them that fear God. Turn to 
thoſe Scriptures; Pſal. 34. 7. and! g1- 1 4, - Get acquainted wkh Gods 
people, hear their advice, and beg: their Prayers : Wait on God, be 
ture to keepin his way, andthe iflye will be good. P/al. 40.4, So the | 
God of Peace grant you Peace by all means ;, and the Peace of God which | 
paſſeth underſt anding beep your bearts through Jeſus Chriſt, 1 o his Blet- 
ling and Grace I commend you. 


Afar. 30. 1680. Tours, 


ſuch a jaurney ar firſt, not having -been on horſe back ſince iy late | 
cknels. '- | am torry to bear you are 11] again, being bur lately recoyered 
from an ill fit... Mzn that 35 born of a woman, 1s of - few days, and ts full 


Fic deſire to ice you :« bur it 8 thought not; adviſable for me to take 
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prove our laſt, it is wiſdom to improve the preſent, as a warning to us,So 
to number our dayes, that we may apply our hearts to witdom, to 
conſider our latter end, and Eternity that follows aſter. Ser thy houſe 
in order : for thou ſhalt dye, and not le, faith the Frophet from God to 
Hezchiah, much more ſhould we ſet our Souls in order, and ſee that we 
be on good terms with God, ere we appear before his judgment-ſear. 
Which we muſt do the firſt moment after the departing of the Soul out 
of the body. Heb. 9.27. Thisis a work fo neceſlary to be done in time, 
that it is not, ought not to be put off, till a ſick bed ; yet it muſt then be 
revived, and renewed, and then done in the beſtmanner, as being the 
-laſt time ofdoing it,aud what is then doneis like to ſtand for ever. In order 
thereunto refleCt,and look back intothe former part of your life. Begin at 
vour birth ſin, and corruption of nature. Bewail that, and lament over it, 
lo goon to the ſins of youth. and be humbled for them, and fo come a 
long to the ſins of age, and riper years, confels and bewail them with 
their agravating circumſtances, as being committed againſt light, know - 
ledge, and checks of Conſcience, and done with deliberation. . By this 
means you will find eaſeand reſt to your Soul, according t6-that promile, 
Mit. 11. 29. If you caft your weary burden upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
* he will ſtand between you and his fathers wrath, he will take all your 
debts upon him, and ſay as Keteckah to Facob, upon me be thy curſe, my 
Soii, Freſh ſorrow for old fins, Repentance renewed will make Chriſt 
ſweet, and fin bitter to you; and affeC&t you more in his love in dying for 
you. This will be a good evidenceto you, that your fins are forgiven, 
Namely if you confels them with a broken and penxent heart, and for- 
ſake them with deteſtation. And now is a fit time for youtolook up your 
evidences for Heaven , that fo youmay nor be afraid ro dye, but may 
look Death in the face withcomfort. If. you ſay how may | be aſſured, 
that my fins are forgiven, and that Chriſt is mine. To the firſt, I have 
anſwered already ; He that-confefſeth, and forfakerh his fin, ſhall find 
mercy; Prov. 28. 1g. If we confe{soor fins, ( by faith refting on Chrilt 
for pardon ) he is faithful; and juſt ro forgive; us. To the ſecond, 
How may I know that Chriit is-mine 2  T hus, Are you youhis? Are 
ou willing ? Do youcouſent to have him on his own terms, for your 
rd? and do you obey him as your Lord? Do you take his yoak up- 
on you? have youreſpect toa!] his commandments? Do you hate every 
evil way, Jon 15. 14. Tou are my friends, if you. do whatſoever I con:- 
mand you, Do youchuſe the Lord for your portion,Chriſt for your bliſs 
"and happineis ? Do youmore highly prize him, and defire to enjoy him 
more, than all riches? Do you account all things but loſs-and dung in 
compariſon of him ? Had you rather be the moſt holy perſon upon 
Earth, than the greateſt, or richeſt, thar ever was? And '\do you: uſe 
). diligence inthe meas of grace, to' attain-20:more holinels ? . \If {o:you 
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may without doubt, be well aſſured, your Eſtate is good and 'afe. For-. 
you could not have choſen God, and loved Chriſt,unlets he had choſen and 
loved you firſt. Dwell therefore in the thoughts, and taſtes of Gods love 
to-you. Say, how wonderful 'is Gods love to a poor worm and filly dutt-! 
That the contrivance of infinite wiſdom ſhould be taken up about me ! 
That the eternal! Deity ſhould confult about my falvarion, ere the world 

an } That God ſhould paſs by many wite men after the fleſh, many 
mighity, and noble, (who-if they had been” converted, might have done 
God better ſervice an hundred rimes then I ) and make: choile of me; 4 
diſpicable ſinner, to'be anHeir of falvation. Lord what is man &e. ] hus 
raiſe up your heart in thankful admiration of Gods wonderful love to your 
Soul. And Thirdly the aſſurance of ' Gods love will incourage your heart 
againſt the fear of death, and give you confidence againſt- the King of 
terrors. [I ſhall be glad to hear of your recovery ; though I thus write, 
I commend you to God, and if [ never fee you 1n this world, I hope to 
meer you with other dear friends, who are gone before, in -thole 
manſions, which Chriſt hath purchaſed, and prepared for all thoſe chag 
love him, to whoſe grace Irefer you, 


Hiy 31. St. Tours J. H. 


ter Chriſt for juſtification; and ſanfification: Do not you ſo? Are 
not you empty, naked, -barren of grace int your ſelf, a dry tree ? Are 
not you ſenſible of ' your your wants,''and of your beggarly condition ? 
Do not you not ſay'with David, I am poor and needy Pſal. 70 5. And 
with Paul, Rom. 7.18. in me dwells no good thing ? Is not your appetite and 
thirſt afrer grace, as ſtrong as Sampſons was for water, or Kachels for 
Children, geve me Children or elſe ] dye? Do you not thirſt afrer more 
grace, an4 covet earneſtly farther- degrees of holineG, and: wiſh you 
were the holieſt, rather 'than the richeſt, or greateſt, Lady, -or Prin- 
ceſs in the world'? Iffo, then I queſtion it not, but you are. one of - the 
bleſſed ones, in'the judgment of Chriſt, who is infallible, and cannot 
miſtake. What have you'to''[#y againſt this ? I hope--you reſt ſatisfied 
about vile and vain thoughts; which do not lodge in you, but:you-repel 
them and reject them. ©T tefe may be'your griet and affliction, butarenet 
your ſin, cannot prejudice your good eſtate ;- nor ought your imperfect» | 
ons, paſſions, 'corruptions( frottywhich the beſt on earth are not. free) 
to cauſe you to queſtioi? your juſtification; or your being inChritt, ;-+S0 
long as you bewail them, [trive'againſt them, and are-hombled for. then: 
our dehre is to reach after perfection, and ſurther Meaſures of. holineſs. 
le deſires are-of and from the Spirit- of God." And heinccepts :the © | 
will tor- the deed, as was ſhowed 4iy':divers -inſtances-: Naychintome 


T% are bleſſed that do hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, af- 
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makes it clear, if God account impious deſires, vicious, ungodly, in- 
ordinate luſts for the fin it ſelf, or deed done ; as Hatred- with him is 
imputed Murder : 1 Joh. 3. 15. Luſting after a woman, | though (he 
remain chaſt, is Adultery (in Gods account ) ih the. man. So much more 
longing and thirſting delires after grace, are beginnings of grace. and 
ſuch defires God accepts, and will tulfil-them ; ſal. 145. 19: provided 
they be gracious and holy defires, humble deſires. ſpringing from a bro- 
ken heart, from one that is poor in Spirit, if they be Rn unſatis- 
fied, vehement in the uleof means ; - and that a ;:man ſo prize Chriſt and 
his grace, that he be ready to ſell all to buy 'the; Pearl. Now this'being 
your condition, what cauſe have you to leave: your doubting, and ſpend 
= dayes in rejoycing, and praiſing God for his ſingular Mercy in con- 
erring on you ſo excellent a gift, as is ſaving grace ; which is fo rare a 
gifr, like gold to be found with few perſons ; but more excellent than 
millions of gold and ſilver. Let your meditation of God be {weet, and 
admirehis wonderful love to you in Chriſt, and how great things he 
hath done for you. 
Toxrs. 


Clouds return after the Rain : But be not diſcouraged ; this is a caſe 
common tomany good Chriſtians, , and ng ;other - than befalls the beſt of 
Gods people. Donot:fear but the. light will break forth again ; though 
you be under -a cloud, at preſent. The Son of Righteouluels will ariſe 
upon you. with healing in his wings. Be ſure you regard no iniquity in 
your heart, Keep you from every accurſed thing..' Waſh you, , make 
you clean, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well; and mark what follows, 7f 
your- fins were 4s ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white, as ſnow ;, if they be as 
crimſon, they ſhall be as wooll. If ,we confeſs our fins ae is faithful and 
guſt to forgive. us our ſins, and the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth us from, .all 
fin. Again, If any man ſix we have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
Chriſt the Righteous';1- He ts the propttiation for our ſins ;, and not {or ours 
only, but for the 'ſins of the whole World) . Now reach out the haud oh 
Faith, and lay hold on the promiſes, and apply them, for they are ex» 
ceeding/great and preciqus promiſes ; ;and they, are, all in Chriſt, yea, 
and\4men,,toue hd: faithful : And they arg; youg;promiles, : yea, , dir 
rececto-.you inparticular, as if your name was ,pyt to them. ,'O, be 
(200 1 f aithleſs, but believing : And.if you. Jo agligye with all your heart, 
then ate your fins forgiven, according 6 the .tenour of thele  Promucys 
:Now:' are you' juſtified and at peace -with.,God Brough Jeſus Chriſt : Q 


I Am ſorry that the Sun aud Stars are darkened wich you, and that the 


' .thowof little faith, wherefore didſt thou doubt ? Doubts in Gods people 


ha y-ariſe from one of theſe cauſes : The heinonlnels of. Sin, the oper 
Fection:of Duties, or the. weaknels /of Faith, For the, filk, of th 
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know, that the Lord thinks never the worſe of any for what they have 
been, for any fins they have lived in, when once they have truly re- 

of them Exzck, 18. 21, 22. You may obſerve in the Church, 
that;Chriſt never ſhewed. greater-kindneſs to any,. than to; ſuch: as had 
b:en moſt notorious: As the woman of Samaria, Zachens the Publican, 
Mary Magdelen. , And whereas there is but four women mentioned in 
the f Jain of Chriſt, at. 1. not one of them bur the Scripture 
ſets a mark of .infamy upon them, for ſome notorious fins. Ruth was 
a Heathen, an Idalater 5; Tamar, Rabab, Bathſheba, you know what 
they were.z: yer theſe only have. the honour to be upon record, when 
Sarah, and. women though more ſpoileſs, are paſſed by in filence. What 
may be the reaſon.thereof, "Take it from Mr. Hilderſam. Ty teach us 
that penitent ſinners ſhall have never the lefs honour witlr God, ſhall be 
never. the leſs eſteemed for that they have done, after they have once 
truly repented, ,and turned to the. Lord : Sp you ſee there is no cauſe, 
why you ſhould be diſmayed at the hainouſnels of your ſins, having re- 
pented of them. * For the next : | True \it is, that. after Converſion we 
are but in part regenerate ;.. and fo our beſt Duties are imperfect, and 
ſlained with many corruptions ; J/a. 64.6. yet God doth not 'reject 
them nor us for theſe defects ; but accepts them, 1 Per. 2, 5. delighteth 
in.chem, Cant. 2. 14. will reward them; Col. 3. 24. Heb. 11.5. and 
not ſo much as take notice of the blemiſhes, that are in our beſt ſervi- 
ces, XMic.7. 13. Cant. 4. 7. Thon art all fair, my loye, there 1s no ſpot 
in thee. Let not the poorneſs of your Duties diſcourage you : but re- 
member, Chriſt ſits at the right hand of God, to mnake interceſſion for 
you : By whole merits Saints Prayers are perfumed, as it were, with 
incenſe ; and ſo are made a ſweet favour to God. Rev. $. 3. And for 
the third, know, that it is not the ſtrength, but the truth of Faith, that 
giveth us acceprance with God, through Faiths acceptance of Chriſt, 
Joh, l- 12+. As many,as received him, &c- Now a weak hand may re- 
ceiveagift, as truly-as a ſtrong. A ſingle penny may be as good and 
clear Silver,, as a bigger piece. Among Believers, Heb. i 1 ſome whole 
ſincerity we ſhould have doubted of, (fo weak was their Faith) if the 
Holy Ghoſt had not put them in the Catalogue of the Faichful ; As Gi- 
dean, Barak, Sampſon, Jeptha, Rahab, Him that is weak in Faith we 
are bidden to receive: Rom. 14. 1. Sure God will not reject fuch, And 
now what place is there lefr for your doubting ? If God do not ſhine 
upon you, by the light of his Countenance, yet 1: he or og Father 
reconciled to you in his Son. A Father is a Father in, though he do 
not alwayes {mile on his Son. Go you on in your Chriſtian courſe of 
Godlineſs, ſerve the Lord with chrarkinols and believe that your poor 
ſervices ſhall, and do find acceptance with Chriſt. Obſerve that in Lev, 
1.7. So muchas is ſaid of the offerigg of the pou Mans Sacrifice; which 
was but two young Pidgeons. M77 = 
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Another to the ſame Perſon,” | 


| oe diftreſfed for'you. What ſhall T'do for you? Off teu afflicted; 
- roffed with tempeſt, and nat comforted T How fhall 's tian eomfort 
a Soul, thar refuſerh co be comforted ? Your caſe'is like Meg rs, it the 
Wilderneſs, who was ready to periſh through drought, when there 
was a Well of Water by her 3 bur ſhe ſaw it nor, ©] God opened her 
eyes; Gen. 21. 9: like Mary, Joh. 20. 5. who ftood weeping for 

rift, who ſtood by her 5 burthe knew nor 'that it was Jeſus! * You 
have the Well of- Water kn you ſpringing up roEteryil Life ;''you have 
Chriſt in you, the hope of Glory ;* bit your eyes are held; that you 
perceive himnot. Like thoſe two Diſciple:, thar went to Emmys, Luk, 
24. 16. You are in Chriſt, there is_no curſe, condemnation, or wrath 
to come belonging to you, you are wafhed, you are ſapFtified,” you are 
juſtified in the name of 'our Lord Jeſus,” and'by' the Spirit of otir God. 
All chings are yours, Chriſt with all his benefics, the'Covenant of Grace 
with all its priviledges;”alf the great. Jn precious promifes of the Gol- 
pel; which are yea, and Amen in Chriſt, fealed in his Blood, confirmed 
to you in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. Gol1is your God, your 
loving Father in Chriſt. Heaven and Eternal Life is. yours, Fer mt 
athy, pg it is yollr Fathers goa pleaſure ro' give you the King dom. 
What ſhall I ſay more ? What can you deſire more ; 'except you would 
have four name pur into the Scripture promiſes ? You believe you fhall 
dye, becauſe it # appointed for ail men once to aye; your Name is not 
there. You belleve the Refurrection of the Body 3; becauſe itiis writs 
ten, There ſhall be a 'ref#rreftion of the juſt and #njnje ; yer your Name 
i$ not. there. The Scripture faith, Whoſoever belicver's in Feſt Chriſt, 
ſhall be ſaved i. c, Whoſoever being truly hunbled for fit, difclairits 
II' opinion. of his 04/1 Righreouſnets, and with. Pa/, defirettr to be 
Fupd in his Righteoutneſs only, he truly believerh : And to do you ; 
therefore you {ha!] certainly be faved. The Scripture faith, Whoſce ory 
confeſſeth and for ſaketh his ſin ſhall find mercy. Whojo lover Goo, the 
fame us beloved of God. Prov. 8. 17. He that loveth the Brethren tt 
tranſlated from death to life. If you ſay theſe are general Promifes 
How ſhall I gather aſſurance from them concerning ny perſonal eftate? 
T-Anfier, By looking ito your own heart, where if you- find you ate 
fo qualified, and have theſe Graces of the Spirit wrought in you ;/' viz. 
Faith, Repentance, Love to God, and all Saints, you may be aſfured 
of- your' Salvation, as certainly as if 'Chrift had faid ro you by name, 
as he did to the Vian that had'che Palſie ; 2ſatth, g. 2. Son, be of 'g%H 
_ comfort, thy ſms arc forgiven ; or to. Mary , Magdalen, her \itis, whith 
ago many, are forgiven. Mer, 94-47, + © _ 
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As to your vaiti Thoughts, T can ſay no more, but what I have faid 
that tieither they, nor any other fin of infirmity, which is your burden 
and trouble, ſhall 'hurt or indanger your Salvation. It's the common 
Tot of all Chriſtians to Tufſer AfQtions outward or inward, and ſome- 
times both - 2 Cor. 7: 5. We were troubled on every' ſide, without were 
fiehtings, within were fears, God is only wiſe, knoweth how to ordet 
all for the good of his people. Wait on him with' patience, until he 
ſhine on your Soul with the light of his Countenance, and fill you with 
oy and Comfort, according to the promiſe ; Bleſſed are they that mourn, 
pc thty ſhall be comforted. Beware of unbelief, which maketh God a 
lyar, 1 Job v. 10. Believe his Promites, be'ieve his Prophets ; /6 
ſhall ye be'eftablifſhed : 2 Chron, 20. 20. Beware of entertaining hard 
thoughtsaf God, dark miſgiving thoughts, as you ſeem tro do, when 
you fear teſt God ſwear in his wrath againſt you ; he did ſo againſt mue- 
muring, rebellious Zfrael, who deſpited the pleaſant Land, and would: 
appvint a Captain to'lead them back into Fgype, What is this to your 
caſe ? God is gaod and doth good, is Love, Liohr, Life, Grace to all 
that truſt in him,” _ Read Dr. Mw; firſt Sermon on Pſal. 119. 68. 
where he gives a check to ſuch as yours : Page 473: ' Youſay true, I 
have not'prayed for you of lare more carneftly, becauſe 1 hoped you 
had been more ſettled and at peace, hearing uothing from you to the 
contrary. Now [ ſhall tender your condicion. I cannot as yet promiſe 
you-a folemn day. I have been very il] fince I wrote to you, and am 
yet far from well. T pray you have patience ; and when God makes 
me able, 1 hope to ſee you. 4 am haſting apace to the Grave ; my Legs 
ſwell, which cogether with old Age, tell me the Grave is ready for me z 
God grant I may be ready for it. I pray read theſe Lines, peruſe them, 
and ponder them in your heart, and pray that the Holy Spirit may let 
you know the things that are freely given you of God. 


Mar 9. $1. Yours, ]. H. 


Am not without hope to fail to work - ſhortly ; I pray therefore 
Ii in, your next ler me underſtand whether you continue in the ſame 
mind, to have a day kept on your account ; or whether you have found 
him whom your SouFoveth ; ' whether the Son of 'Righteouſnefs be riſen 
in your heart with _ in his wings ; or the Day-Star from on high 
hah viſited your Soul. | pray you, Tet me ask you one: Queſtion ; 
Haye you not received” the Sicrament of the Lords Supper, and that 
worehily ? (5.,e.) In a due manner, becoming' that Holy Ordinance 
with Goſpel preparation, .and communing with your own heart in ſe- 
cret.? I know you have: many times. Now' what is a Sacrament, a 
Seal of the Covenant of: Grace is it not ? Well, *then there muſt; be 
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mutval Sealing on both parts. You put to your Seal, that you. will re- 
ceive Chriſt, with his yoke of Obedience, -wich his Croſs, Perſecution. 
Did you not mean thus ſincerely, with a good. and honeſt hearr ? This 
is-your Covenanting for your part, which yau will indeavour to:;per- 
form faithfully all the.dayes of your life ; though. in_ many ng: ou 
fail; as in vainthoughts and divers other things, . And. God Sealeth to 
you for his part, that he will be to you a God. allfufficient ; will give 
you his Son, with forgivenels of Sins, and all things pertaining to Life 
and Godlineſs. Now is not_ here {trong Conſolation for a Believer, an 
Heir of the Promiſes, one of Gods Covenant people ?. Away then with 
all doubtiug and unbelicf. God is a faithful God ; he keepeth Covenant 
and. Mercy with them that love him, 'and keep his Commandments. 
Can you deſire better aſſurance, that God is your God, .. Chriſt is your 
Saviour, that your Sins are forgiven. That is one branch of the Cove. 
nant. Heb. $8. 12. This Covenant is an everlaſting Covenant, ratified 
and confirmed by the Bloud of Chriſt ; and the Seal of the Sacrament. 
" Think you that vain thoughts, for which you are grieved, and count 
them your great burden,, that they can difannul, or make void the Co- 
venant ſo eſtabliſhed ?. Come, Come, take hold of Gods Covenant, 
Which God that cannot lye hath made with you in Chriſt ; who though 
you be never ſo unworthy in your own apprehenfion ; in all your ſlips 
and failings have recourſe to the Covenant ;. in all your wants and de- 
fects of Grace apply your ſelf to this Covenant, and ir will afford you 
relief. Be not- faithleſs, but believe, conſider. and meditate well on 
this : I fay, though you know it already, yea, .ruminate, on it again ; 
it is of, great concerument Now. the God of Peace and Conſolation, 
grant you Peaceand Joy in believing,, to whole Grace I commend you. 


7. H. 


| Y hearts deſire, and prayer to God for you is that you, may be 
ſaved. And that is the very end of theſe lines to contribute my 

beſt endeavour to the ſalvation of your immortal Soul.,, Aud if you wil 
but joyn wich me to lend an er, and the Lord plealeto opcn your heart, 
as he did /y1ia's,' to attend to. wholſome advice, 1 hope by - Gads 
bleffing. the iſſue may be comfortable. So as | ſhall have no cauſe to 
repent of my labour in writing, nor. you in reading according to wotds 
of truth and ſoberneſs — You have been known to me theſe many years, 
at leaſt thirty years laſt paſt; You have requelted a ſhare in my Pray- 
ers, that was your own. expreſſion in a letter from you above twenty 
years ago. You have been a great promoter of Religion by your pains, 
and purſe, and conſtant endeavour to ger a good Miniſter fetled at 
the place where. you live, You, have. been reputed a ſober, mai, ayd 
"E LET >" x: —- > 
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& godly Chriſtian by-all-thar knew you, Thus you did run well. You 
were in a right courſe, ow were fair forthe Kingdom of Heaven. . But 
how eikby_u now? Ir isno-good report'that I hear of youy you 
are I hear become' an"Ale-houſe kamer's company keeper ; Canr.and | 
tipple with drunkards'; Seem ro'rakedelight in bad fellowſhip 3*Elſe : 
you would not viſit'the, Ale-houſe ſeveral times. in a day,. and | 
your buſineſs'at home; you decline in goodneſs, and decay in your 'out- 
ward eſtate. If this witneſs be true; 'as I am credibly informed, then 
are you "tobe ſharply rebuked, that -you may be ſound in the 
faith. O' fooliſh man, who hath bewitched you, ' that you ſhould 
not "obey the trurh ;  you- did ruw+well ; whodid hinder you-;3' hav- 
ing begun in'the ſpirit, are you now made perfect in the fleſh-; Have 
youdone and fuffered ſo many things in'vain; if itbe yer invain? Thus 
you loſe the things you have wrought, and- fall fhort of the reward of 

odlineſs for want of perfeverance, and holding ourto the end. 'Remem.- 
ber, [ pray you, whence you-are: fallen; and repent, and do the firſt 

*works. You had better not ro/have known the way of righteouls,'then 
after you have known i, to turn aide from-the: holy Commandment 
delivered to'you ;' better not;;to7 have been waſhed, then return to 
the' wallowing in the mire, and lick up your vomit agam. Apoſtacy is: 
{o fearful a ſin, that I tremble tothink of the heinouſnels of it 3 how many 
woes and threatnings are upon record in {cripture. Read and tremble: 
Prov 114. 14 Pſal: ron. 3/1255; Exek; 16:24 33:13: - Heb. 6.6;120. 
26\-39. 2 Per.'2. 20-21,” /Mat9' 3, 45: What iniquity have:you-found' 
in'the ways of God, :that-you have: forſaken thegood ipathz the holy 
Brethren for the pleaſures of 'fin,' which are but: for a ſeaſon : for-you- 
caunot ferve rwo Maſters. You cannot keep integrity, and take'pl 
in fraful courſes, which are as contrary as light and: darkneſs, fire and 
water --(By your preſenr- practiſe, you 'proclame'toi- world, "tha: you 
upon long experience, and having made tryal-of 'Religious conrſes' find 
no-profit, no comfort'in them. And fo.renounce your part in Gad and 
Ghriſt,-heaven and happine(s, and refolve to take your lot antportion 
with-drunkards, and ungodly finers, both in this world, and that which 
is'to come. - Do you tremble-at.ſuch a thought ? - 7 his-is the-language* 

of your- Ale-houſe+ hanting, \'Q what difhonour is this: to. God, i that 

og that« hath-been his 'Servant'to many years, ſhould now ar laſt revolt 
from him, and turnonthe Devilsfide,. and to profeſſe to like the Devil: 
better then' God ; [his work,. becterthen Gods z his wages, better then 

God; hell, better then heaven; the irompany of Drunkards, 'betrer. 

then the octery of Saints! For a Chriſtian to rurn- Drunkard is the worſt 

twn'thar'can} be. If you conceive this charge 'be-ro heavie, conſider; 
thar God makes:ho/differetice'bet wean'drunkards, -and ,checompanians: 
of-xirankards; ©" Compare, Agr. 33144. and Pre: 112.2434 Toityro 
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| eatand drink with the-druvkard, is one with toy eat and, drink and 
|| to beduoken; And the puniſtimentof! botly is alike 3. The-Lord of chat 8 
| Servantwill come ia an bawnphen bedooketb got for him, apd ſuel.cat hin 
| ifinden and, appoint him his portion; withihywdo#c11: there-ſpal beiwegys 
+ ag gnaſbing of teeth 7; $0.1 Pra 23920. 2611 Be mtu (106 Wine 
jebers, | G0C. 64 the: drunkgrd- ſhall -come- to. poventy.. By Which it is 
=_ that\ir is all one to be among wine. bibbers; and:to/ bea-drunkard ; 
eeping company with wicked me:vis: forbiden as well as wickedneſs is 
felf. Pſal.1.1, A godly man, -who is.the anly-blefitd man, is one that 
hath no fellowſhip wich the ungodly, P/ak-26. 4,15. 1 have not: ſat with 
'' vainperſons, neither 'will I go in with 'deſemblers, 1 have hated, the Con- 
| gregation of evil doeys, and- mill not fo; with the wicked,” Prov.. 13.20, 
|| Ade that malkethwith the wiſe, ſhall be: wiſe : but 6 companion of fools ſhall 
be deſtroyed. Pſal. 119, 63. I am a compainon' to. them that fear thee, 
I need nat multiply texts mn {o' plain a caſe : And dal need toadd, how ( 
offenſive Ale-houle hanting is.toothers. It brings reproach upan profe(li- 
an, it, verifies the. prophane proverb, a'young Saint,” 'an: old devil ; ite 
Ponegaine tothe adverſary ta blatpheme ;, it rejoyceth- the, ungod- 
; and; hardeneth their. hearts, and-ftrengtbeneth their: hands,: that they 
not. return from/ their - lewd ways. + It- grieveth the good 
ſpirit-of God, it makes fad the hearts of: thoſe that fear God, it, is a 
| fore affliction: to your. 'Wiſe, family, and relations,..it impoveriſheth 
| your. Eftate, cauteth, a neglect of your buſineſs: and. calling, it unfics 
| you-for holy: duties; though. you do not;[alrogether lay. them ufrde. 
| Tf yow regard iniquity-in your:hearrs? ;1.God will not hear your pray- 
er, he heareth not finoers; 'thatis-not ſuch as live.in ſin; for in prayer we 
| arecommanded to hft up holy hands: 1 Tim 2:8, Lay all theſe toge- 
| ther in. the ballance 'of che Sanctuary, Weigh your actions, . Do I 
[ wellto:turn frommy Righteouſnels, and: commit Iniquity.? Do I well 
| tofarfake God the- fountain! of- living water, /and:to dig to-my, ſelf! bro- 
| ken:Cifterns, that cau, hold no- water * Dolwell:togrieve the holy. 
ſpirir,-to bring an. evitreport on the: holy ways.of God ? Do I well to 
|, run. the hazardot ya yr - my Soul ?  Toencourage ſinners.infh, ta 
harden the-wicked and offend the godly, to. undo Wife,,,and Children, 
and/make fad. the: hearts: of -my friends, will it nut be bicternelſs-in-the 
end ? : | conceive yol/to'be atfore tempration..i'Ihehandiof Joh; 
of Satan: is: in all this you are diſcontented ahd:; prefled-with heawie: 
burdens of | debr;. and/ {ome - outward concerments; ; - avd} the Devil: 
draws:you tothe Ale-bouſe, as a diverſion; and to-drive away| forrow. 
But this a ſiniſter courle,''a remedy worſe then: the diſeaſe ;.'as to he; 
ſure all. remedies ace.of chat enemyes preteribing. ' Will avy witei man, 1 
{ hearken to the;counfel of an enemy2. .confulr» bub. your gwn 'reaſon.; 1 
| Is:tpending your -money, and. walſting.:yavr,-timedaying aide. care; of» 
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buſick; the wiyto'leſtn vr encrexſe your debts 7 If There ere hh 
ſit Merten germ your minds lictle for the preſent. | ſuſt like ins 
br fiſhers who are coneic'd of the necefſity of: Repratahes 5" but 
cauſe Repetitmce and Godly Sorrow is ditrer 'ro- the Fleſty they ts 
fet ap 46h from rime'es time, und Koger as Lot hd! its Svetoan, till'a 
Qvower WF-$4:0 und Brinftotie vybrrook tham, ww their eretnal 
Be got © untwilk as 26 male tight of Erernal-Bappineſs; by giving: 
to NMehouſe mirthiand rherryment 3; Which is a poor'fetnedy, and tobe 
ſorrowed for with bitrer tears ; Prov. 14. 13. Eves 'in the 
heart is ſorrowful ;, and the end of that mirth is heavineſs, Now if you 
will tearts n}"1 will -give you advice, and the Lord ſhall be with you. 
Repent, and be converted; and return to God, from whom. yo are 
deeply revolted ; bewail your backſliding,  forſake your evil courſes; 
Enter not into-the path of the wicked : Prov. 4. 14, 15. Pray, lie at the 
Throne of Grace, beſeech God with importunity, beg pardon for what 
is paſt, aid'Grate to keepyor'from the path: of the deſtroyer fot (the 
rin ro- ome”! Break off froin all il} company. * Say. as Pſat. 119.%1$. 
Depart from me, ye Ricktd't 7 will kyep the Gommanimienes of my ' God. 
Ie 9 LO he chatchach draw you into-the ſnare, will di 
you recovery yoor-ſelf /by Repemance, by telting you" irs 
roo late, your fins ate roo'maryy ind'too 'hcinous*to be forgrveny” bir 
betieve him not; he'ls'a'tyar, - he is: # murderer 'of Souls 4! relieve the 
Word of 'Gbd, rhe God of Truth, witch afſtres' to-repenting ſinners, 
that ch&re- is Wop 1 Pfwel' "of we con/ off and forſalg 0:9 fans we ſhi 
find: mevey: "Prov; 381543. 1/@-4.46,\ 8. 1:Job, 174 P/Al.a99 aye. 
T will hea[tLeiv back (idevighs” tdoſc rug. 4. Fer: 12.136 =_ T hiscquvte 
if you willfo'low, to fer about irwichone defay, rhetr theft you obtain 
forgivenels, through the rich mercy of Godin Chriſt. Read- and cow- 


ſider wet the pa: able of the prodigat Son, £#:e 15. and doubt nor of | 


Gods favourand recontiliation ; and ſo the- wotlt and moſt dangerouyef 
your debts are diſcharged : And for your-Money-debrs, you may find 


a better way of core for them, chan the-company of g60d tellows.in at 


Alehouſe,” You have fecret Prayer, k ſweet folace for a Soul in trouble, 
Pfal: 119+ 4- you have good Bobks to read, you have Godly Miniſters 
of the Word; you have Chriſttan Neighbours, whole Society: and 
Counſel you -may make” uſe of ; ' you have Wife and' Children; «© :de- 
light andrecreats-your {elf in their company 4 "you have Friends and. 
Rdationsnor- far diſtant; 'whs are; able tolgive you advice, if you: will 
make known your ca(t unto?-rhem;' and 'not finother your grief-by're+ 
ſerving and locking it up in your 0wnbreaſt, whichis not: a- good "way: 
This is to keep the Devils Counſel, till you fink-under | your: burden 
withdeſpair: / Takeheed of it.” 'I:ktiow yourBrother lovethyoudear- 
Fy, ant 35 rior far of "bur you navy bavetia helpcao haddy- ata aſſt 
"1-13'9 4 ; 
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_—_— your Eſtate; fo as to clear all your.-Debty us mw 


." time; make him of your Counſel, and take his Advice; 1 am no Coun- 


ſellor in Worldly affairs : - Ipray you.regard what Lſay from God con- 
cerning yqur Soul ; and let your Brother be of your -Counlel, / rouching 
your outward. Eſtate, And ſo I commend: you to. God; praying.that 
ug may duely weigh what I have ſaid, that-my Counſels rnd Reproof 

not as Water{pilt ow the'ground ; -but rather as good ſeed falling on 
good ground, that by Gods Bleſſing it may bring ors good fruit, even 


true Repentance in you, and amendment of Life, &c. 


Your Loving. Friend | for the. Salvation - 
1 Lof your Souls, + In 
. 354 TIS. havin 
J. H. 

Ecauſe L have no Worldly thing to preſent--you with, I now 
and then let a word of Spiricual Counſel drop from; my. Pe... I de; 
fire-to-commend to you one. Scripture, which 1: pray you to meditate 
on-frequently : Det. 4. 9.0 Only: take heed fa thy. ſelf, cand.ikgep thy Soul 
aligently.: Is there any thing in this World-of- equal concerament ? If 
the Soul be ſafe, all is fafe. It ſhall go well with the Body, if the 'Soul 
be ſaved. If the *oul miſcarry, we are undone for ever. - Shall we be 
careful of 'the Healch of the Body, and careleſs of the: Immortal | Soul ? 
Shall we keep our Money ſafe, our Lands and Evidences of Eſtates, and 
not-keep our Hearrs diligently ? Prov. 4.23. . Lerius preſerve our Mo- 
ney, our Eſtates as-charily as' we can;\ Death,will ſtrip! us of all 5 we 
mult carry nothing away with us:3' no; more-than, v'e brought with us 
into the World Naked we came; and naked we muſt return, as to the 
Body : 'But Spiritual treaſure, Soul riches will accompany us beyond 
the Grave to Eternity ; | Or works! ſhall follow, : 5, 6. The reward of 
them. O;let us labour: to' be found in Chrit, to be: made new, crea- 
tures, to be rich tt go0d works 3 for a5:we. ſow, -ſo, ſhall we reap. i 1 


944 hungry, and ye fea me; or, I was huiogry, and ye fed' me noty, &o, 


According to one of theſe will the doom pals at the great day. Bleſſed 
is the ſervant, whom kw Lord when ht cometh ſball find ſo doing." At 
that day an vpright heart, a Conſcience ſpriukled with Chriſts Blood, a 
Life ful of good Works and Almſdeeds will be more:.comfortable in 
the review, than Lands and Lo:dfhips,. and bags-full of | Money,; - Let 
us'be wiſe in time... Let us make to our ſelves friends of the -unrighte- 
ous Mammon, that when theſe things fail, we may be received. intq 
everlaſting habitations -'* | | 201 | 
. There: be dead at. London, within /twelve Monechs,7 twelve worthy 
iniſters of the Goſpel ;/ aud, Judge Hales, that ypright Judgg, that 
2154 co 
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Ecauſc I have nothing to write to you about worldly matters, I would 

e you a word of ſpiritual advice ; which as.1£is, not to me any 
hd. P, I would hope, it is neither unproficable; nor ufijaceptable ro 
Yau... AE, which I have, thought fic at this time to impart to you is 
the Gotplneſs. of ſin, the danger,. and damnation _ that accompanierh 
every;lin; Dy FEY diſabedience ; which without true and ſincere repen- 


ranch 1590 ndment , of, his, will be. the, eternal Tan of | the Soul. 
One-a A is Ko 19, Grieg? SN nt 
Les ik Arn Sebi And hers io ture ; and how 


Ia dew 8 gourk Ret Tin, " of. et ng as ir = 
world, a form 0 rilie, an unregenerate eſtate, 1 
er uy in,. undo pp yen ® FJ Yet how little.is this laid 
to heart? What, favourable thoughts do moſt at geople lrg fin'?; 
As. i it: were at. Sha matter, not ” be-{o, much Ince Chl | 
died for ſin, what need we fo much fear.to Jive, we Seeir 6 Nor 
merciful,, why. may not we. pe mers to live as we liſt ? As if the GY 
of Gad came down.from Heaven not deſtroy the. works of (Of Devil; 
but to eſtabliſh the Empire of ſin, asif God were not as juſt, as merci. 
ful ; whole moſt pure and holy naturecan never be reconciled to ſin. Sin 
jd the Ee Ween of lay, And the great Lawgiver, who is ableto ſave, 
2» Will never ſuffer ſinners tv trample on hisauthori , an} 
cat we ments at. their, heels,. and hold. chem guiltle s. Sit 
proyoleth od, the God of patience to anger, And the wrath of God 
is revealed from Heaven oageet {in in all ages. What ſtrange confuſion, 
and a deſtruction hath ſin. introduced into the world, it caſt thou- 
ſands of lapſed Angels out of Heaven into the dreadful Topher,where they 
are referved.in everlaſting chains under darkneſs to the judgment of the 
ear day. This viper ſtung our lirſt Parents, outed them of, Paradiſe, 
rovght in ſorrow, lickneſs, a thouſand di , and death into the 
world,fdrowned all the Earth with a flood, turned Sodom to aſties, brought 
on: Jeruſalem ſuch calamities, as were not inflicted on any Natlon un- 
der. hegven” And which is more,, what is it but ſin, . that kindles the 
flames of Hell fire and (which yet further declareth the hatefulueſs of mil 
ixerucitied yo Lord Je Oe heddin pamper ics 


... How much then isevery one concernec 
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/ dienc6, Thus 
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we dye in fin, and be damned for fin ; ler's follow holineſs, wichout which 
no man ftiMM*tee the Lord. We are all in good health, bleſſed be God, 
to whom. I commit you, and with all due-repe{Rs'toyeu bothireſt> *- 

T = OOO = | Yours &c. 
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W- are all-welf praiſed be God, Ih#v6 ning of outwirl'marttrs 
VV Fo 
things. (The going, onr of the old, year ſhould minde us- of putirig off 


& to, our grave, ahd ecernity,' then w# at#the Fall Year dp" this rite; 
have we got one, years 'growrh in grace'? What progreſs tave we 


- have. we Thbdped?. , Have' we” "eng Bid rt "mindnefs,” Toke: 


warmaels, formalicy it ktr's: ? Art; we'become more hofy-kaihble hex'- 
yenly, have We adged one Cibic "to Gulf pirituaMftature?”, bf ip 0a 
tkely,put,we can tell Wherher Wweldetine ang go heather 
we. &9 forward and increaſe it riches and'our outward eſtats,” #hd Re 


thankful, and give t6' God his praiſe. Let” us review" our'ſigs'© 
year: palt, how. many , ways- we” have miſcarried and offended God, 
that fo. we may be humbled and renew our repentance.', 'How,oft' have 
we.received the: crament” of the Lords ſbpper ? © ©. So many obligations 
welye ugder ; = vowes of 'GotYare upoti us, ah tyes5b better obe- 
oft reflefting on oor {elves-1s i 1 ed, og krnpWw our 
ſpiritual, eſtates. A Chriſtian, ſhould be no ſtranger to his 'own- Heart 
4 ſtate. . in reference tg eternity, ſelfudging diſcovers ont ſelves to 
aur ſelves, . encreaſerh grace. inlargeth comfort, weakeneth' corrupeibn, 
keepeth-peace V arr and oor Own Cones cafteth wh fit, pre- 

vents. miltakes which are datigerbys.in re rags prepareth toe 
28d WOLk, If (gle da par rr ith. PV! Cru — 
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aflit we 12ſ3; nid our hearrwwould dv thorembore,uhere dur: treaſure-is, 
$6-wiſhing, you's godd'new year ; eſpecia{ly..char. your 

fas ma er Ttoywit'Yad: toGe) Rt = ws due: re to 


; , ad 23h evans? 2g; 7 


e215 22} ob bus yoy '06) o£& «OT K+? WP} 1; wk (cl 


wm dnl taws wo ai gd ww 4 | 'Thays Til © 
19V S207 41 Jar ) 7; I hal3. " [ 9TEHN FAS 
3 tf. | 
Decem. 28. 1676, 44/1 900 L }. Hierod.. 


and Heavindls through' your Wilkytniſourriage of a thild ad -rrubp 
td ob? family do/grieve With- you : for ſa*weare cormmantied,+rs 
p with ther that weep,” ahdbe Kindly affectioned one to ancther with 
otherfy love: Burl pity; be wiſe atid take heed leſt you over:grieve; 
te: od" by immoterae 'ferrow,' which you may do, 
toW6ke his | apt ow ;' did | being # heavier crofs upon 
t rberr thin weeibe at if thay pogo no , 1'Cv1 75:30. If it, hould 
eaſe to make a greater breach 'amoing as: by raking from any of us 
a dear Frietid; we onght to Tybriie $6 Gods will with-pariente andilence. 
As weſee it Job, who beſide thelofsof all his cattle; had:all his Children 
— mars eftate  raken from him-by a'violent'firoak, yer how religious: 
* he 'Behaved Himſelf,” under t hard. of :God you may :readt in his 
$o tet us bumble our bes under the band: of God, that 
be May teal 145 11 due tive"; 7 Per.y 6. What laidthe-prophet tothe King 
of 'Fudah, arking how ſhall ws for vht hundred Fatens ? The: Lord is able 
to give the mach mort than this" '> Clnon. 225.9. Godshand is not ſtinrtew 
ed: He can abundantly Enar rop ch. greater 'lofs, rhen this; _ 
would nyt have you 60 - op your hearts upon, any 'outward 
bleſſing,” nor too eagerly deſire ifſue; but wich-ſubmiſſion.ro Gods wi 
ſo fart may be for ks ory; und your geodand comfore. ' For ings 
Ohildstn are im beritige from the Lord;s as it'is Pſul. 127.3; that is; when 
God given en itr love, «ad blefſech chem) 3 nor when he givech them 
in an & I/riel quails P/al. 78 30, 31. and:/pave'to Ephrain 
Children” bs & 13. for«tfiemurt -: Berter it is to be barren, . then 
frolcfhl, i Childten, bar niay be crofes to fathers, and beart breaks 
i jr 'MSthers by” their widkednefs Prov. 17; 25. of by:the exil of 
tires.” If Popety ſhould 'comme in); of the-ſword bf war ſhould 
in the land; we know pot ' what evil} nay! bein the earch.;/: But 
Pa times have been, and we know not whar'may be,: when iit ſhall be 
ſaid, Bleſſed are rhe barren;thet ndvor dare, and the.paps which'never gave 
ſack), \Liuk, hos 29. Let me give you wholſome counſel which if God 
giveyu hea rts'to embrace it, will boco your comfotr. . 'And it b ee 


My very gol golf Fried, 
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92 The Jofs of Mrs. Hiepon, Gr. 
whicvyou find, Zam. 3- you Whertfore doth a bing! mar cpplaine, 
a man fat the puniſhment - of bus ſing 8: Let #5 ſearghy,javd try our.; wayesy, 
and tary againto the Lord... e off grieving..for the afflictiar and: 
inquire into the cauſe of it ; as Rebekah did heing with ghild,,.ſbe x ohh 
of the Lord why am F thu? Gen. 25. 22, Go you aud do hikes e, 
pray to Ged'as :Job.;10. 2. Shew me wherefore thou contendeft with me. 
Search your hearts and ways. Have you wraſtled with God, in prayer 
for the. fruit of the womb and for a bleſſing onit? Have you ſetup 
rayer in your family, or neglected it ? I1fnot ; then have you rob- 
God of his due ; and no marvel, if he deceive.you of your,expect- 
ed comfort:” You-know, or may know, that family praygr:is.a py 
commanded of God; and: put'in praKtiſe by-all, Gods people... And t ol 
are. no-Chriſtian families;, that.do not- call. upon God.z/. nay, the wrath. of; 
God hangs over them. Jer: 10, 25- pray.tura-o all cheſe icriptures, and 
weigh them well Epb.6; 18. Luk. 18. 3-705. 24- 15,00 1,5: AT. 10- 
2.Gen. 18. 19. Ard mark this one la{tance,-7/424x had, a promiſe, that. 
his ſeedſhould.be asthe Stars of Heaven far mukityge ;:yet bus wife was. 
barren,ant without iſſue Twenty years until he prayed mare earhelſtly,. 
and then Rebekah conceived, -aud bare twins Gen., 25.22, As bleffings: 
are obtained ;by--prayer io ate they fantified,, tobecome/ bleſſings in- 
deed by, prayer, 1 Tim. 4. 5: | 1+ is ſandified by the, word and prayer. 
Every creature is ſo, our meat, our labours, our enjoyments,. our, re- 


tations,”-are fanQified to us by prayer. Otherwiſe, Hy curſe;abides on: 


them Prov. 3-33«.Fhe curſe. of 4he. Lord is iqgbe honſe. of | the wicked ;_ Tit, 
1:75. Fothe purecallithings. are puve 5 rt $0 them. that are defiled, and: 
wnbclieving is not hing-pare, . Thele things I'pray lay to heart, and reſalve. 
to reform and amend whatſoever is amils ; as you would have Gods. 
blefling and favour both here and hereafter, And;conlider whether this. 
veglectof family-prayer, he: not the. thing, which. troubles 4. and the. 
grief of it be nerthe caute of her. niilcarriage-For I zeally believe ſhe hah, 
mall other things as mich-content as her heart can with,a loyingHusband,, 
a loving relation, avd-fulneſs:of all chivgs.char theearch affgrds ; bur ſhe. 
cannot be ſatisfied to live in a family, wheregGod is.pgt-warſkyped,ſhe with, 
Mary in 'the gotpel; having- choſenthe good, part, which ſhal]. nor, be: 
taken. from. her. Therefore 1 carneſtly. deſipe, {ke may be gratified in, 
this onerequeſt; if you think Lfpeak-reaſqn, reſolve. rg put; this; adyile 
in practiſeand begin-preſently;\and.continue tg the end. - Thhey-that call. 
ow the name of the Lord; ſhall be ſaved.) pray, [let this Letter. he,,read. 
to, or- by your whole family. , So-praying God:to open; your, ears, and, 
heauts t0:hearken tathe counſel of the: word, 1-leave it and,you al), to, 
the bleſſing. of. God, and with. my. loveto.you. all, Ereſt T7 
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Ms e ee "i en are 
And'as you muſt Wate all fit nl ; 
559M temprations'to fin. BewarebF'ill example : ollof nor 4 mu 
x05 to do evil; Exod. 23. 2. for the way to Hell is broad, the: 
Fleadeth rode udtivn oh” and'mhany fhete Be chic gb in thereat. 
ARE Heelt of 'Baif Gortipany, "Which Ate "itifectious.- "Sort HEN" yo 
would Mun the For 4 Tirth lexen leaventth rb whole lin: 
Me that walktth with tht We s the Godly yy all bt" wiſe > But 
4 tOmpaHion of: fools (thitt is, of of wicked men)! Jha br' deſttbyed.” Prov. 
r3."20.. Be t0t ang wike-bibbers.” Prov'23. 20! 'Gobie {0 near” the 
it of at, Hartor, © tors Houſe." Py9v: 5.9; td is the' man, 
Hp x By þ) fg he frftpatr off my 195 a Or rt 104 re 
folk ape ts by the Yout'6 50t Baptiſm, Wherdit yoo renvuh 
"19; The FISH HHd* the Devil.” ati are midet a' "lem oli. 
Ef to ttiaibraiti « cominbdl War acaitſt them, as' beirig et#thiesto* 
| Foul Arid if you ſhall neglect to do'ir, you would beaforfworn' 
fire. This 18 8 confideration' Well' worthy your laying 'to-heart: 
Cnr Place, iy þ ufe thþſe 'meitis' that God hath 
ted.co wb pd Gi err + for by this we' ifs' 
aved. * Aid without holinefs ol "idht [Atl Fed"the' Lita - "be happy: 
Heb. 12. 14. Let fin be the grief and burden of yout” heart ; 
original chiefly, as well 4s aciual ſins; for we are all born in fin, 'and 
Children of wrath by Nature ; and muſt be born again; tat fo Natu- 
ral Corruprtb17;* th&plague of our heart, may be healed in us by a new 
rth ' from, Heaven: JF v _man .be in Chriſt, he'is.a new crenpure 
FF ts yoll mult pray ON A Cndv? 5 | WT Hei ty; t I 
"Wilkttdace in" yoli' a new” tl 2 I, To: Foe fry 
- ae Faith, that you may kIH$ the'S> ve in bien on pod for ba 
_ Sy, or Sit ariel Salvarion. Fore this elit you mult diligently and of 
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of his Sermons,” and of his Letters, .and 

and that-vithe haſt; As wee Bn, 5 

before fie dyed”) and ſtayitigzaBt-night; when ſhe came into his Chambes . 
to take hter leave; after —_—_— Counſel given tier; (fey6e M6? 29 wx 
yi 5a Bat, ho care wiewe ? as YO Her” Mail: ©: 
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Ninifter of the Goſpel, hag "W: "0? 
+ Of National Churches their deſcription Inſticution, 
| des and cure partly applyed to Exgland, quarto. 

Again the Revolt to a Forrain . Juriſdittion which 
Church Riun and ſlavery in two parts, I. the Hiſtory of 
it : IT, the Confuration of all prerences for ir. 4 

Chr Conordconmning 1; A Diſwafive fromunne 
and the real concord of the moderate Independants w 
+in ten ſeeming Differences. IT. the Terms neceſſary for 
and Chriſtians. Theſe three By Richard Baxter Mini 
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Irs. Aowlandſon; o ic being his laſt Sermon. 
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tion which would be to England, its Perjury 
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eceſſary for concord among all crue Churches 
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